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WELSH  BIRD  REPORT  NO.  22:  2008 
Introduction 

The  map  opposite  shows  the  arrangement  of  bird  recording  areas  for  Wales  used  in  Welsh 
Birds.  Following  the  creation  of  Unitary  Authorities  as  the  basis  of  local  Government,  the 
Welsh  Ornithological  Society  decided  to  switch  to  the  Watsonian  Vice-county  system  (see  the 
Ray  Society,  publication  No.  146)  as  the  basis  of  bird  recording  in  Wales.  This  system  largely 
matches  the  pre-1974  administrative  Counties  used  by  the  Society  until  1996.  The  recording 
areas  and  Recorders  names  and  addresses  are  listed  below.  Those  with  a  *  publish  a  county  bird 
report. 


COUNTY 

Vice-county 

Recorder 

No. 

ANGLESEY 

52 

S.  Culley,  22  Cae  Dedwydd,  Cemaes  Bay, 
Anglesey  LL67  OLP. 

BRECON  * 

42 

A.  King,  Heddfan,  Pennorth,  Brecon.  Powys. 

CAERNARFON 

49 

J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon, 
Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 

CARMARTHEN 

44 

D.  Moore,  Rowan  Howe,  Gors  Road,  Salem, 
Carmarthenshire.  SA19  7LY. 

CEREDIGION  * 

46 

R.  Jones,  Bron  y  Gan,  Talybont.  Ceredigion. 
SY24  5ER. 

DENBIGH  &  FLINT  * 

50  &  51 

I.  Spence,  43  Blackbrook,  Sychdyn,  Mold. 
CH7 6LT 

GLAMORGAN  * 

41 

As  of  autumn  2009:  David  Gilmore,  116 

(Bridgend,  Rhondda  / 

Cynon  / 

Taff, 

Donald  Street,  Roath  Park,  Cardiff.  CF24  4TN 

Vale  of  Glamorgan, 

Cardiff 

and 

Report  Editor  -  J.  Wilson,  122  Westboum 

Caerphilly) 

Road,  Penarth,  Glamorgan.  CF64  3HH 

GOWER  * 

41 

R.H.A.  Taylor,  285  Llangwfelach  Road, 

(Swansea  &  Neath  /  Port  Talbot) 

Brynhyfryd,  Swansea  SA5  9LB 

GWENT  * 

35 

C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon, 
Newport,  NP6  1 SP. 

Report  Editor  -  V.  Picken,  Little  Ton  Bach, 
Llangybi,  Usk.  Monmouthshire.  NP15  1PB. 

MEIRIONNYDD 

48 

J.  Dustow,  Afallon,  7  Gian  y  Don, 
Rhiwbryfdir,  Blaenau  Ffestiniog.  Gwynedd. 
LL41  3LW. 

MONTGOMERY 

47 

Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Beirdd, 
Welshpool  Powys  SY21  9DL. 

PEMBROKE  * 

45 

J.  Green  &  S.  Berry,  c/o  Crud  yr  Awel,  Bowls 
Road,  Blaenporth,  Cardigan.  SA43  2AR. 

RADNOR 

43 

P.  Jennings,  Penbont  House,  Elan  Valley, 
Rhayader,  Powys  LD6  5HS. 

Other  Bird  Reports  and  Publications 

Report  County  /  Region  Editor 

Cambrian  Anglesey,  Caernarfon  John  Small,  4  Roosevelt  Terrace, 

and  Meirionnydd  Llandudno  Junction,  Conwy.  LL3 1  9EA 

Bardsey  Bardsey  SD  Stansfield 

The  Wildlife  Trust  South  &  West  Wales  publishes  The  Island  Naturalist,  which  is  the  Journal 
of  the  Friends  of  Skokholm  and  Skomer. 
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The  Bird  Recording  Areas 
in  Wales 


The  bird  recording  areas  for 
Wales,  based  on  the  Watsonian 
vice  counties.  Each  has  a  vc 
number  for  easy  reference.  Both 
English  and  Welsh  names  are 
shown,  except  where  we  use 
onlv  the  Welsh  name. 


lamorgan  (E) 


Recent  county  avifaunas,  years  of  publication  shown  in  brackets,  are  also  available  for: 

GWENT:  The  Birds  of  Gwent  (2008)  by  Venables  et  al.  Available  from  bookshops. 
GLAMORGAN:  Birds  of  Glamorgan  (1995),  obtainable  from  Dr.  S.  Howe,  National  Museum 
of  Wales,  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff  or  leading  booksellers. 

GOWER:  An  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  West  Glamorgan  (1992)  obtainable  from  Dr.  D.K. 
Thomas,  Laburnum  Cottage,  12  Manselfield  Road,  Murton,  Swansea  SA3  3AR. 

PEMBROKE:  Birding  in  Pembrokeshire  (2004),  available  from  J.  Green  (WBR  Editor). 

Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  of  Pembrokeshire  2003-2007  (2009),  obtainable  from  Pembrokeshire 
Bird  Group. 

CAERNARFON:  The  Birds  of  Caernarfonshire  (1998),  obtainable  from  J.  Barnes  (county 
recorder). 

ANGLESEY:  The  Birds  of  Anglesey  (2004)  by  P.  Whalley  &  P.  Hope  Jones.  Available  from 
bookshops. 

Birds  in  Wales  was  published  by  T.  &  A.D.  Poyser  in  1994  and  was  the  first  avifauna  for  the 
whole  country.  This  was  updated  in  2002  with  the  WOS  publication  Birds  in  Wales  1992- 
2000.  Both  are  now  out  of  print  as  is  The  Birds  of  Montgomery  (2008)  by  Holt  &  Williams. 
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TREA TMENT  OF  RECORDS  IN  THE  WELSH  BIRD  REPORT 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  2008  unless  otherwise  indicated.  Additions  and 
corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  List,  with  the  relevant  year  shown.  The 
order  follows  recent  BOU  publications  (2010),  apart  from  the  Passerine  section,  that  differs  so 
greatly  from  previous  orders  that,  in  the  editor’s  view,  would  cause  to  much  confusion. 

For  wildfowl  and  waders  monthly  maximum  counts  for  the  main  Welsh  sites  are  tabulated  as 
available.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  figures  do  not  represent  coordinated  counts  covering  all 
Welsh  sites  on  a  single  day  or  short  period  of  days.  They  are  simply  the  peak  count  noted  for 
each  species  in  each  site  in  each  month  counts  were  available.  Some  overlap  may  therefore 
occur  in  the  figures  within  large  sites,  because  birds  may  shift  between  count  areas  during  the 
month,  and  over  the  winter,  with  movement  between  sites.  For  some  wildfowl,  the  numbers  of 
breeding  pairs  are  assessed  by  the  number  of  males  present  during  the  breeding  season. 
Unfortunaetely  no  records  have  been  received  from  CARMARTHEN. 

Whereever  possible  records  from  GLAMORGAN  have  been  split  into  EASTERN 
GLAMORGAN  or  GOWER,  similarly  those  from  CLWYD  have  been  split  into  DENBIGH 
and  FLINT.  The  area  along  the  Wye,  around  Glasbury  is  entered  as  RADNOR  /  BRECON 
unless  the  county  was  specifically  identified  by  the  respective  county  recorders.  There  appears 
to  be  a  lot  of  confusion  as  to  which  county  RSPB  Conwy  lies,  CAERNARFON  or  DENBIGH, 
therefore  we  have  tried  to  note  it  as  being  in  both  and  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future  until 
the  matter  can  be  resolved. 

The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total  recorded  in 
spring  and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  on  which  recorded,  the  monthly  totals  to  show  the 
pattern  of  occurrence  and  the  total  number  seen  in  each  county.  Where  a  bird  stays  into  2  or 
more  months  it  is  recorded  for  each  in  the  monthly  totals. 

The  species  comments  are  those  to  be  found  in  Birds  in  Wales  or  Birds  in  Wales  1992-2000. 

The  species  codes  are  as  follows: 

(A)  A  rare  species  where  all  records  are  quoted. 

(B)  Unusual  species,  where  a  summary  of  records  is  given. 

(C)  Commoner  species,  where  a  summary  of  breeding  records,  large  counts  or 
unusual  records  is  given. 

(D)  A  common  species,  where  there  is  nothing  of  note  to  report. 

For  species  under  threat,  the  relevant  Red  /  Amber  codes  are  also  given. 

SUBMISSION  OF  RECORDS 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of  species 
regarded  as  British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (BBRC)  unless 
that  record  has  been  considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records  should,  therefore,  be 
submitted  to  BBRC,  preferably  through  County  Recorders  or  in  an  electronic  form  ONLY  to 
secretary@bbrc.org.uk.  If  it  is  a  written  description  or  typed  and  could  not  be  sent  this 
way  then  please  send  to  the  WRP  Secretary,  Jon  Green,  and  he  will  scan  and  send  it  on  to 
BBRC. 


WELSH  RECORDS  PANEL 

The  Welsh  Records  Panel  considers  records  of  all  scarce  species  in  Wales,  defined  as  those 
occurring  5  times  or  fewer  per  year  on  average.  The  current  list  is  shown  below.  Only  records 
of  these  species  adjudicated  and  accepted  by  the  Panel  are  published  in  the  Welsh  Bird  Report. 
As  not  all  records  of  species  on  this  list  always  reach  the  Panel,  the  non-appearance  of  such 
records  must  not  automatically  be  assumed  to  mean  that  the  Panel  has  rejected  them;  the  Panel 
may  not  have  seen  them. 

It  is  helpful  if  descriptions  of  WRP  species  are  submitted  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sighting, 
either  via  County  Recorders  or  direct  to  the  Panel's  Secretary  and  description  forms  are 
available  from  County  Recorders  or  the  Secretary.  Any  observer  submitting  a  description  to  the 
Panel  can  see  their  deliberations  on  the  record  on  request.  The  Panel  consists  of  6  voting 
members  and  a  non-voting  Secretary  and  membership  in  2008  comprised: 

R.I.  Thorpe  (Chairman)  -  Caernarfon,  S.  Culley  -  Anglesey,  S.  Hugheston-Roberts 
Caernarfon,  M.  Powell  -  Glamorgan,  D.  Spittal  -  Gwent  and  S.D.  Stansfield  -  Bardsey. 

J.  Green  (non-voting  Secretary)  -  Ceredigion;  address:  Crud-yr-Awel,  Bowls  Road,  Blaenporth, 
Cardigan  SA43  2AR.  E-mail:  welshrarebirds@tiscali .co.uk 

Scarce  species  (assessed  by  WRP)  are  defined  as  those  occurring  on  average  5  times  or  fewer 
annually  in  Wales.  As  of  Jan.  1st  2008  the  full  list  of  species  which  the  Panel  considers  is  as 
follows: 

Bean  Goose,  American  Wigeon,  Green-winged  Teal,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Ferruginous  Duck, 
Surf  Scoter,  Cory’s  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Wilson's  Petrel,  Night  Heron,  Great  White 
Egret,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Black  Kite,  Montagu’s  Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard, 
White-tailed  Eagle,  Golden  Eagle,  Red-footed  Falcon,  Corncrake,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone- 
Curlew,  American  Golden  Plover,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint,  White-rumped 
Sandpiper,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  Caspian  Gull, 
White-winged  Black  Tern,  Alpine  Swift,  Short-toed  Lark,  Wood  Lark,  Shore  Lark,  Bee-eater, 
Red-rumped  Swallow,  Red-throated  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Nightingale,  Bluethroat,  Aquatic 
Warbler,  Marsh  Warbler,  Icterine  Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Subalpine  Warbler,  Barred 
Warbler,  Greenish  Warbler,  Dusky  Warbler,  Radde’s  Warbler,  Pallas’s  Warbler,  Red-breasted 
Flycatcher,  Rose-coloured  Starling,  Red-backed  Shrike,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Golden  Oriole, 
Bearded  Tit,  Serin,  Common  Redpoll,  Arctic  Redpoll,  Common  Rosefmch,  Corn  Bunting,  Cirl 
Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting,  Rustic  Bunting  and  Little  Bunting. 

And  races:  Black  Brant  Goose  -  nigricans ,  Iceland  Gull  -  knmlieni,  Common  Guillemot 
hyperborea ,  Razorbill  -  torda ,  Little  Auk  -polaris.  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  -  major ,  Grey¬ 
headed  Wagtail  -  thunbergi,  Siberian  Chiffchaff  -  tristis,  Treecreeper  -  familaris,  Coal  Tit 
ater ,  Jay  -  glandarius,  Jackdaw  -  monedula,  Redpolls  -  islandica  /  rostrata,  and  Bullfinch 
pyrrhula. 

As  of  1st  Jan.  2009  Cattle  Egret  and  White-billed  Diver  dropped  from  the  BBRC  list  and  added 
to  the  WRP  list. 


A  CKNO  WLEDGEMENTS 


This  report  was  put  together  by  Rhion  Pritchard  (Waders),  Stephanie  Tyler  (Passerines)  and  Jon 
Green  (the  rest).  The  final  texts  were  edited  by  Graham  Williams.  Extra  information  was  also 
supplied  by  Tony  Cross  (Red  Kites.  The  Welsh  Kite  Trust),  Andy  Young  &  Patrick  Lindley 
[RSPB]  (Black  Grouse,  breeding  Terns  and  other  general  information).  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  them  all  for  their  hard  work. 

The  Ringing  Report  was  produced  by  Peter  Howlett,  from  ringing  returns  sent  to  him  from  the 
various  ringing  groups  in  Wales.  We  would  like  to  thank  them  for  all  their  hard  work  and  for 
sending  in  details  of  their  catches. 

This  report  cannot  appear  without  the  ready  co-operation  of  County  Recorders  and  of  the  many 
observers  who  supply  them  with  records.  Thanks  are  due  to  all  Recorders  and  observers  for  the 
data  upon  which  the  Systematic  List  is  based  and  to  Recorders  also  for  their  help  with  all  the 
Editors'  additional  queries.  Particular  thanks  are  due  also  to  R.J.  Howells  for  his  comprehensive 
tables  detailing  the  monthly  maxima  of  wildfowl,  waders  and  gulls  in  the  Burry  Inlet.  John 
Lawton  Roberts  sent  in  his  personal  records  for  Denbigh  &  Flint.  Unfortunately  the  WEBS 
counts  for  the  Dee  were  not  submitted. 

Thanks  to  Richard  Smith.  Lyndon  Lomax,  Colin  Richards  and  Richard  Crossen  for  the  use  of 
their  photos  on  and  inside  the  cover.  Paul  Parsons  and  Chris  Grayed  have  provided  the  various 
sketches,  used  to  enbellish  the  text  and  the  illustration  of  a  Sooty  Shearwater  on  the  back  cover. 

Having  worked  on  eleven  Welsh  Bird  Reports,  assisting  Mike  Shrubb  for  two  years  then  as 
lead  compiler.  I  have  found  the  production  of  the  report  interesting  and  stimulating.  It  has  been 
hard  to  balance  those  records  that  are  unusual,  with  those  of  common  species,  whilst  trying  to 
include  the  larger  counts  from  the  top  sites  with  smaller,  but  none  the  less  significant,  inland 
counts.  In  the  last  few  years  I  have  found  the  task  too  time  consuming  and  onerous,  and  as  a 
result  I  have  decided  that  this  is  to  be  my  last  Welsh  Bird  Report. 

I  would  therefore  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  all  those  who  have  helped  in  the  past, 
from  the  county  recorders  (who  had  to  put  up  with  my  requests  for  extra  details),  the  staff  at 
RSPB  for  their  detailed  knowledge  of  rare  breeding  species,  the  many  illustrators  and 
photographers  who  have  so  kindly  lent  WOS  their  work,  Rob  Howells  for  his  breakdown  of 
birds  on  the  Burry  &  gulls  at  Blackpill  and  many  other  individuals  who  have  added  their 
specific  details. 

A  big  thanks  you  to  the  sub-editors  who  have  given  so  much  over  the  years,  particularly  Rhion 
Pritchard  who  annually  gets  on  with  the  wader  section  without  anv  assistance  and  Graham 
Williams  for  the  long  hours  poring  over  the  hard  copy,  trying  to  put  right  the  Welsh  spellings 
and  correcting  the  grammar. 

I  wish  my  successor  good  luck  and  hope  that  he/she  can  build  on  what  my  team  and  I  have  been 
able  to  achieve,  to  produce  even  better  WBRs  in  the  future. 


Jon  Green.  Senior  Editor. 


CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  2008 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  List:  county  names  are  used  as  shown  on  the  map 
on  page  109,  printed  in  capitals  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name;  months  are 
abbreviated  to  the  first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and  September  (Sept.);  S,N,E,W 
etc,  cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  max.  and  min.,  maximum/maxima  and  minimum/minima; 
Est.  estuary;  Res.  reservoir;  R.  river;  NNR,  LNR,  NR,  nature  reserves  of  various  designations; 
GC  golfcourse;  A/F  airfield;  CP  Country  Park;  GP  gravel  pits;  S/F  sewage  works;  s/p  summer 
plumage;  w/p  winter  plumage;  pr/prs  pair/pairs;  c/s  clutch  size,  b/s  brood  size.  In  wader  and 
wildfowl  tables  the  following  abbreviations  of  place  names  are  used:  PW/SF,  part  of  the  coastal 
area  of  the  Wentloog  Levels  in  Gwent,  NWR,  the  Gwent  Levels  Wetland  Reserve  Goldcliff, 
Burry  (S),  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet,  Burry  (N),  the  north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet;  T/T/G, 
the  Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth  complex  in  Carmarthen;  D'Glas.,  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in 
Meirionnydd;  PoA,  Point  of  Ayr  at  the  seaward  end  of  the  Dee  Est.;  IMF,  the  part  of  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  RSPB  reserve  that  is  in  Flint.  Full  details  can  be  found  in  County  Reports. 

MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species,  now  increasing  in  most  counties. 

Breeding  counts  (not  full  surveys)  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  22  prs.;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  at  17  sites;  GOWER:  57  cygnets  from  12  pairs;  BRECON:  a  total  of  12 
pairs;  RADNOR:  16  prs.;  CAERNARFON:  bred  at  2  sites;  ANGLESEY:  at  3  sites;  bred  at  2 
sites  in  DENBIGH  and  5  sites  in  FLINT.  Systematic  counts  at  sites  with  over  25  recorded  at 
least  once,  are  tabulated  as  follows: 


j 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

o 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

19 

14 

8 

8 

24 

22 

13 

17 

35 

29 

23 

17 

Peterstone 

GLAM. 

60 

65 

55 

24 

1 

7 

15 

30 

58 

57 

Roath  Park  L 

137 

100 

80 

58 

148 

148 

154 

141 

139 

152 

117 

Cosmeston 

61 

82 

79 

68 

85 

93 

54 

60 

73 

58 

62 

59 

The  Knap 

41 

8 

Ogmore  Est 
GOWER 

7 

3 

6 

4 

9 

14 

7 

5 

31 

32 

33 

Frendrod  L. 
PEMB. 

41 

42 

35 

34 

34 

38 

31 

33 

34 

30 

38 

36 

Cleddau 

13 

1 

8 

41 

35 

41 

24 

28 

9 

Pemb.  MP 

60 

87 

85 

76 

57 

65 

58 

Bosherston 

17 

13 

11 

17 

16 

7 

6 

Teifi 

12 

6 

11 

28 

44 

56 

43 

18 

10 

2 

MEIRI. 

Artro 

10 

5 

4 

5 

8 

7 

5 

22 

20 

1 1 

CAERN. 

Foryd  Bay 

10 

9 

14 

6 

27 

39 

56 

65 

59 

36 

9 

Tr.  Lafan 

3 

101 

3 

Max.  elsewhere 

were:  95 

at  Glasbury, 

RADNOR  on 

21st 

Dec.;  on 

ANGLESEY: 

30  at 

Malltraeth  Sands  on  25lh  May  and  20  on  Llyn  Coron  on  30th  Dec.;  25  at  Pulford  Brook, 
DENBIGH  on  1st  Feb.,  37  at  Ridleywood  on  21st  Nov.  and  33  at  Kinmel  Bay  on  22nd  May;  in 
FLINT:  72  on  the  River  Dee  on  14th  Dec.,  50+  at  Shotwick  on  5th  Jan.,  53  near  Rhuddlan  on 
18th  May  and  57  at  White  Sands,  Dee  on  1 9l1'  Oct.  with  68  there  on  7th  Dec. 


113 


BEWICK’S  SWAN  Cygnus  columianus  ALARCH BEWICK 

(C)  Irregular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  14  at  Llangybi  on  2nd  Jan.  and  one  at  NWR  on  the  4th,  one  at  St. 
Brides  Wentloog  on  10th  Feb.,  two  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  17th  Feb  and  14  at  Olway  Brook. 
Usk  on  6th  Dec.;  in  CEREDIGION:  five  adults  and  two  juvs  were  by  the  Dvfi  est.  at  Lodge 
farm  on  26lh  Feb.  and  17  were  seen  from  Aberystwyth  flying  north,  low7  over  the  sea,  on  23rJ 
Mar.;  in  DENBIGH:  4  birds  on  the  Dee  floods  at  Worthenbury  on  25th  Jan.;  in  FLINT:  small 
numbers  w’ere  recorded  at  Shotwick  Fields  from  1st  -  13lh  Jan., with  a  maximum  of  6  on  5th. 
More  significant  numbers  w7ere  at  White  Sands,  Dee  during  the  period  with  a  maximum  of  50 
on  13th  Jan.  The  latest  spring  record  w7as  9  on  28th  Feb.  The  first  winter  record  w7as  of  18  on  7lh 
Dec. 


WHOOPER  SWAN  Cygnus  cygnus 

(C)  Regular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  several 

Caernarfon,  Montgomery  and  Meirionnydd. 

Counts  from  the  regular  wintering  sites  included: 


ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 
Welsh  counties,  notably  Anglesey, 


J 

F  M 

A 

S  O 

N 

D 

CERE.  Cors  Caron 

9 

7 

MONT.  Aberhafesp 

34 

14 

MEIRJ.  Dwyryd  Glaslyn 

42 

ANGLE  Llanerchymedd 

39 

13 

43 

FLINT  Shotwick  /  Dee 

61 

47 

7 

40 

Elsewhere,  Countv  totals  in  each  month: 

J 

F  M 

A 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

1 

2 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

5 

2 

GOWER 

2 

PEMBROKE 

5 

5 

2 

CEREDIGION 

7 

0  0 

5 

9-12 

7 

BRECON 

17 

4 

4 

RADNOR 

4 

5 

MEIRIONNYDD 

2 

19 

2 

"> 

D 

CAERNARFON 

1  8 

3 

ANGLESEY 

8 

11  13 

4 

20+ 

15+ 

24+ 

DENBIGH 

FLINT 


PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  Anser  brachyrhynchus  GWYDD  DROED-BINC 

(A)  A  scarce  and  irregular  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  north  Wales.  Subject  to  hard  weather 
influxes.  Spring  and  summer  records  relate  to  feral  birds,  as  may  several  winter  and  autumn 
records. 

All  records  w7ere:  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  from  2007  until  16  Feb.  at  least;  three  at 
Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  3rd  June,  two  on  10th  &  21st;  at  Llangorse  Lake.  BRECON  24th  Jan. 
&  17th  Mar.-5th  May;  one  at  Glasbury,  RADNOR  on  25lh  Mar.:  ten  over  Blaenau  Ffestiniog, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  24th  Sept,  and  one  at  Glastraeth,  Ynys  on  30th  Dec.;  two  Aber  Ogw-en. 
CAERNARFON  on  18th  Oct.;  on  ANGLESEY:  eight  were  at  Cemlyn  on  the  20lh  Jan.,  one  at 
Llyn  Alaw  on  the  27th  Feb  and  23ld  Mar.  Five  w7ere  reported  from  Llyn  Llywenan  on  the  14th 
July,  two  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  the  16  Oct.,  10  at  Brynteg  on  the  20th  Nov.,  singles  at  Llyn  Coron 
on  3rd  &  30th  Dec.;  in  DENBIGH:  singles  at  Llyn  Brenig  on  17th  Feb.,  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  30th 
May  &  23rd  Dec.;  in  FLINT:  350+  seen  flying  w7est  over  Shotton  on  20th  Jan.  and  birds  were 
present  at  Shotwick  until  13th  Mar.  when  32  were  the  last  spring  record,  another  notable  count 
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being  195  on  2nd  Mar.  The  first  to  return  in  autumn  were  6  on  Border  Pool  IMF  on  30th  Sept., 
while  the  first  substantial  numbers  were  100  at  Connahs  Quay  on  19lh  Oct.  and  birds  were 
present  in  this  area  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  albifrons  GWYDD  DALCEN-WEN 

(B)  Scarce  winter  visitor;  regular  flock  of  albifrons  frequented  Dryslwyn,  Carmarthen  but 
this  ceased  1996,  whilst  Ceredigion  supports  the  only  regular  flock  of  flavirostris  although  a 
new  flock  developed  on  Anglesey  for  a  few  years.  Rare  elsewhere,  except  occasionally  during 
hard  weather.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  flavirostris  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  CEREDIGION/MEIRIONNYDD, 
numbered  76  in  January  &  February  and  73  on  9th  Mar.  and  12  returning  on  5lh  Oct.,  with  48 
by  the  end  of  the  month,  max.  52  in  November  and  6 1  in  December. 

The  records  that  were  not  sub-specifically  identified  were:  two  over  Newport  Wetlands, 
GWENT  on  25th  Dec.;  in  PEMBROKE:  singles  over  Skomer  on  1st  Nov.  and  at  Penberry  Pond 
on  6th  Nov.;  20  over  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  2El  Oct.,  with  14  on  the  22nd  and  7  on  the 
27th;  5  at  Hen  Borth,  ANGLESEY  on  30th  Dec. 

GREYLAG  GOOSE  A.  anser  GWYDD  WYLLT 


(C)  A  rare  winter  visitor.  Majority  of  records  relate  to  feral  birds,  mainly  in  Caernarfon, 
Anglesey  and  Denbigh. 

Monthly  counts  of  the  large  flocks,  over  100  at  least  once: 


J 

F 

M 

A  M 

J  J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

E.  GLAM. 

Caerphilly 

GOWER 

57 

70  80 

84 

70 

90 

110 

100 

U.  Loughor 
CAERN. 

80 

29 

7  2 

38  16 

101 

140 

42 

T.  Lafan 

30 

30 

200 

100 

ANGLE. 

L.  Traffwll 
Llyn  Alaw 

320 

629 

586 

360 

Llyn  Coron 

800 

651 

Malltraeth 

1000 

Cemlyn 

194 

379 

Large  countson  ANGLESEY  included:  129  at  Llangefni  Sewage  Works  on 

2nd  Feb 

.,  350 

were 

west  of  Wylfa  on  the  13th  Sept.,  440  from  the  Afon  Braint  flew  north  over  Ty  Croes  Farm, 
Dwyran  on  the  28th  Sept.,  530  were  west  of  Wylfa  on  the  12th  Oct.,  320  were  half  a  km  NW  of 
Llangwllog  on  the  20dl  Oct.  and  131  were  near  Penmon  Pool  on  the  18th  Dec. 

In  DENBIGH:  Gresford  Flash  held  a  significant  concentration,  possibly  of  moulting  birds, 
during  Oct/Nov  with  a  maximum  of  100  on  6th  Nov.,  while  Kinmel  Bay  also  held  a  substantial 
flock  from  Sept,  to  the  end  of  the  year  with  a  maximum  of  150+  on  25th  Sept.  As  usual,  winter 
floods  in  the  lower  Dee  Valley  attracted  significant  numbers  with  260  at  Trevalyn  Meadows, 
Pulford  Brook,  and  122  at  Worthenbury  on  25th  Jan.;  FLINT:  90  at  Flag  Lane  Quarry  on  24lh 
Feb.,  106  there  on  19th  Sept,  and  a  peak  of  224  at  Whitford  on  24th  Oct.,  300-350  were  using  the 
Clwyd  Estuary  during  the  autumn  and  winter,  300  were  recorded  flying  regularly  over 
Rhuddlan  during  November,  and  feeding  on  wet  meadows  near  Rhyl  on  7th  Dec. 


CANADA  GOOSE  Brant  a  canadensis  GWYDD  CANADA 

(C)  A  locally  common  feral  breeding  resident  in  most  counties,  with  populations  continuing  to 


expand. 

Monthly 

max. : 

tor  the  main  sites  (100+)  are  tabulated  as  available: 

j 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

o 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

76 

41 

11 

15 

13 

8 

57 

134 

132 

131 

221 

195 

Llandegf. 

86 

100 

33 

62 

124 

120 

4 

6 

22 

120 

60 

Peter.  W. 

108 

53 

24 

25 

14 

14 

98 

150 

210 

2 

5 

46 

Y  nysyfro 

13 

57 

9 

2 

4 

47 

2 

343 

263 

100 

122 

Bulmore 

130 

14 

13 

6 

5 

15 

90 

260 

35 

55 

GLAM. 

Ogmore 

63 

2 

20 

1 

9 

16 

127 

274 

206 

97 

101 

Porthcawl 

54 

12 

6 

2 

6 

10 

5 

122 

300 

27 

KNNR 

50 

2 

10 

4 

20 

37 

44 

181 

180 

26 

2 

51 

GOWER 

Fendrod 

63 

57 

26 

18 

7 

73 

71 

13 

72 

4 

75 

123 

PEMB. 

Cleddau 

574 

120 

22 

529 

244 

63 

434 

697 

747 

CERE. 

Teifi 

195 

35 

700 

600 

50 

400 

Dyfi 

2799 

1460 

789 

685 

232 

147 

2068 

2288 

1256 

1508 

958 

3319 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

217 

430 

140 

70 

226 

364 

530 

373 

38 

56 

450 

220 

meirT 

Glas/Dwy 

315 

198 

15 

324 

213 

400 

260 

Mavvdd. 

170 

53 

24 

332 

FLINT 

Dee 

1300 

194 

2000 

4000 

Large  numbers  elsewhere  included:  in  PEMBROKE:  360  on  the  Nevem  23ld  Sept.,  240  at 
Marloes  on  27th  Dec.  and  150  at  Llys-y-fran  on  14lh  Dec.;  in  RADNOR:  265  at  Glasbury  on 
15th  Dec.;  in  MONTGOMERY:  700  at  Dolydd  Hafren  in  November;  on  ANGLESEY:  34*1  on 
Llyn  Alaw  on  16th  Oct.;  CAERNARFON  /  DENBIGH:  up  to  200  at  Conwy  during  early  July; 
in  DENBIGH:  440  near  Ridleywood  on  19th  Jan.,  480  at  Trevalyn  Meadows  and  245  at 
Worthenbury  both  on  25th  Jan.,  155  were  at  Borras,  Wrexham  on  5th  Aug.,  170  were  on 
GresfordFlash  on  10th  Sept.,  250  were  near  Penycae  on  22nd  Sept,  and  290  were,  again,  on  the 
Dee  floods  at  Ridleywood  on  17lh  Sept.;  in  FLINT:  275  on  near  Rhuddlan  on  31st  Aug.,  300+  at 
the  same  site  on  13td  Sept,  and  380+  near  Rhyl  on  27th  Dec. 
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BARNACLE  GOOSE  Branta  leucopsis  GWYDD  WYRAN 

(C)  A  regular  winter  visitor  in  recent  years  to  the  Dyfi  Estuary  with  smaller  numbers  at  other 
sites.  Majority  of  records  away  from  the  Dyfi  may  relate  to  escapes  from  captivity. 


Approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county  are  tabulated: 


J 

F 

M  A 

M 

J  J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

1 

1 

1  1 

1 

1  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

PEMBROKE 

5 

1 

CERE/PEMB  Teifi 

9 

36 

34+ 

32 

32 

CERE/M/M  Dyfi 

2 

1 

285 

278 

281 

282 

RADNOR  Glasbury 

1 

1 

1 

MEIRI. 

11 

1 

5 

4 

ANGLESEY 

1 

1 

1  1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

L.  Traffwll 

12 

12 

7 

2 

12 

12 

10 

DENBIGH  2  1  24 

FLINT  3  1  2 

A  small  breeding  population  has  become  established  on  Cardigan  Island,  CEREDIGION,  with 
birds  being  seen  for  the  rest  of  the  year  on  the  Teifi  Est.  (CERE./PEMB.),  similarly  a  small 
feral  population  appears  to  be  establishing  itself  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON,  with  the  first 
successful  breeding  noted  this  year. 

BRENT  GOOSE  Branta  bernicla  GWYDD  DDU 

(C)  A  regular  wintering  population  is  found  in  the  Burry  Inlet  and  on  Anglesey.  Elsewhere, 
small  numbers  are  recorded  in  winter  and  on  passage.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  bernicla  (dark-breasted)  at  the  main  sites  were: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M  S 

O 

N 

D 

GLAM.  Burry  S. 

CAERN/ANGLE. 

760 

935 

445 

5 

3  70 

190 

595 

600 

Foryd/  Traeth  Abermenai 

9 

9 

7 

39 

Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  hrota  (light-breasted)  at  the 

main  sites  were: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M  S 

O 

N 

D 

PEMBROKE  Gann 

22 

22 

23 

8 

20 

20 

Angle 

5 

8 

21 

CAERN/ANGLE  Foryd 

Bay/T.Abermenai/Braint  E 

15 

30 

104 

350+ 

111 

ANGLE  Beddmanarch  Bay 

133 

116 

1 164 

167 

3 

84 

144 

165 

Alaw  Est. 

143 

176 

13 

114 

Aberlleiniog 

18 

22 

22 

15 

29 

24  were  found  at  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  14lh  Feb.,  increasing  to  at  least  65  (on  25lh  Sept.), 
with  birds  remaining  until  7th  Oct.  -  this  constitutes  only  the  10th  record  for  this  county. 


Approximate  monthly  totals  of  both  subspecies,  excluding  the  above,  are  tabulated: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M  A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

bernicla 

4 

9 

2 

7 

1 

4 

3 

1 

hrota 

24 

21 

17 

3 

25 

76 

47 

12 

race  unknown 

8 

1 

2  juv.  hrota  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  22nd  Sept. 


A  bird  ringed  on  Axel  Heiberg  Island,  Canada  in  August  2007  spent  November  2007  on  Foryd 
Bay,  CAERNARFON,  it  then  moved  to  the  Beddmanarch  Bay  area,  ANGLESEY  in  February  - 
April  2008,  then  re-appeared  there  in  October  2008  presumably  after  returning  to  Arctic 
Canada  for  the  summer. 


GWYDD  YR  AIFFT 


EGYPTIAN  GOOSE  Alopochen  aegyptiacus 
(A)  Feral. 

All  records  were:  in  GOWER:  one  at  Rheola  Pond  on  27th  &  29th  Feb.,  8th  June,  20th  &  27th 
July,  25th  Oct.  &  22nd  Nov.  ,  near  Neath  on  18th  Feb.,  25th  Mar.,  1st  June  and  25lh  Oct.  with  two 
there  on  18th  Sept,  (presumably  the  same  bird/s  at  Square  Pond,  Neath  on  9th  June  and  two  on 
18th  Sept.  One  at  Gnoll  Park  on  15th  Nov.  and  at  Geligaerfach  pond  on  30th  Dec.;  in 
PEMBROKE:  one  on  the  Teifi  Est.  on  13th  Apr.  and  two  on  the  Nevem  on  6lh  May;  in 
RADNOR:  one  at  Glasbury  20th  June  -  16th  Sept.;  in  FLINT:  a  pair  at  Connahs  Quay  on  30lh 
Mar.  and  another  bird  there  on  26  Aug. 

RUDDY  SHELDUCK  Tadornaferruginea  FI WY ADEN  GOCH  YR  EITHIN 

(A)  Feral. 

The  only  records  receieved  were  of  a  pair  at  Llay  Pool,  DENBIGH  on  12th  -  13lh  Apr.  and 
singles  in  FLINT  at  Flag  Lane  Quarry  on  25th  Mar.  and  at  Connahs  Quay  on  9th  June. 

SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  in  coastal  areas,  but  rare  passage  migrant  to  inland 
counties.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Present  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  with  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


j 

F 

M 

A 

M 

j 

j 

A 

S 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

270 

290 

200 

113 

41 

81 

190 

300 

600 

500 

326 

200 

NWR 

307 

242 

113 

155 

151 

42 

39 

252 

470 

105 

102 

Undy 

238 

277 

195 

234 

129 

595 

123 

55 

150 

175 

12 

102 

GLAM. 

RumneyGW 

125 

400 

85 

70 

250 

150 

234 

65 

Rhymney  E. 
GOWER 

120 

150 

50 

6 

8 

40 

8 

50 

260 

Burry  S. 

775 

470 

480 

355 

110 

60 

155 

45 

105 

335 

585 

1020 

PEMB. 

Cleddau  Est 

228 

261 

184 

4 

28 

60 

209 

Teifi 

30 

85 

39 

67 

41 

30 

12 

15 

CERE. 

Dyfi  Est. 

320 

207 

235 

392 

158 

73 

22 

42 

4 

58 

246 

259 

MEIRI. 

D'Glas 

131 

60 

63 

43 

124 

J 

CAERN. 

T.  Lafan 

23 

88 

255 

134 

Foryd/ 

TAbermenai 

78 

144 

152 

82 

27 

24 

7 

11 

2 

6 

93 

62 

Conwy 

RSPB 

6 

48 

10 

4 

141 

4 

50 

1 

8 

15 

4 

DENBIGH 
Kinmel  B. 
FLINT 

6 

30 

30 

31 

12 

10 

130 

25 

Flint 

34 

7 

7 

12 

40 

1 

200 

36 

14 

Connahs  Q 

186 

138 

100 

45 

67 

340 

115 

30 

156 

62 

102 

40 

Mostyn 

47 

26 

29 

15 

6  ■ 

7 

350 

59 

59 

46 

88 

Point  of  Air 

143 

181 

172 

99 

137 

550 

500 

80 

1600 

800 

437 

100 

White  Sands 

175 

182 

425 

144 

30 

129 

91 

120 

52 

100 

95 

128 

On  ANGLESEY:  66  in 

Red  Wharf  Bay 

on 

13th  Feb. 

,  50  at  Penrhos  CP 

on  3rd 

Apr., 

50CH-  on 

Malltraeth  Sands  on  25  Oct,  with  57  at  the  mouth  of  the  sands  on  24  Nov. 

Inland:  in  BRECON:  Four  were  at  Llangorse  on  25th  Jan.,  a  single  there  on  5th  Mar.  and  seven 
on  5th  May.  Two  at  Usk  Reservoir  on  2E1  Mar.,  two  at  Llangorse  on  26th  Nov.  and  a  single  on 
26th  Dec.;  one  at  Glasbury,  RADNOR  10th  -  17th  Dec. 

Breeding  reports:  in  GWENT:  3  pairs  at  Peterstone  Wentloog  produced  at  least  35y,  16  pairs  at 

-L 

Newport  Wetlands,  with  40y  counted  there  on  1 7  Aug.  and  3  pairs  at  Llanwem  Steelworks  but 


no  young  were  seen;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  pair  with  8y  at  Ogmore  on  3,d  July  was  the  only 
record;  in  GOWER:  bred  at  Port  Talbot  Elarbour,  Briton  Ferry  Docks  and  1  1+  broods  in  the 
Burry  Inlet;  in  PEMBROKE:  9  broods  counted  on  the  Cleddau,  with  others  at  the  Gann, 
Skomer  (2  pairs),  Nevern  (4  pairs  produced  a  total  of  8y)  and  a  large  creche  of  30  on  the  Teifi; 
at  least  3  pairs  were  seen  with  young  on  the  Dyfi  &  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION;  bred  at  Tonfanau 
&  Mawddach  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  CAERNARFON:  20  juveniles,  including  broods  of  6  and 
12  in  the  Conwy  estuary  on  12th  July,  a  creche  of  19  juveniles  at  Aber  Ogwen  on  2El  July, 
broods  of  10  and  6  juveniles  at  Morfa  Aber  on  21st  July  and  a  brood  of  9  juveniles  in  the 
Conwy  estuary  on  13th  Aug.  Up  to  seven  pairs  were  present  around  Enlli  during  May  and  June, 
but  only  two  pairs  were  proven  to  breed,  with  all  young  apparently  predated;  bred  on 
ANGLESEY  at  Beaumaris,  Traeth  Dulas,  Cemlyn  (3  pairs).  Valley  Wetlands,  Alaw  Est. 
(8pairs)  and  Inland  Sea  (2  pairs). 

MANDARIN  DUCK  Aix  galericulata  HWYADEN  GRIBOG 

(A)  Scarce  breeding  resident,  recorded,  but  not  breeding  in  the  majority  of  Welsh  counties. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  up  to  3  on  the  River  Wye  at  Llandogo  during  3,d  -  30th  Apr., 
two  on  the  Usk  at  Llanfair  Kilgeddin  on  24lh  Apr.  and  a  male  at  Gobion  on  7th  May;  in 
GOWER:  a  male  at  Margam  Park  all  year  and  others  at  Cimla  on  17th  Mar.  with  2  males  there 
on  the  15th  May,  at  Gnoll  Park  on  19th  July;  a  female  at  Westfield  Pill,  PEMBROKE  from  19th 
Nov.  until  the  end  of  the  year;  in  BRECON  a  male  at  the  Canal  Basin  from  2007  until  30  Jan. 
and  two  at  Glasbury  (also  in  RADNOR)  on  1st  June  -  August;  in  RADNOR:  three  males  and  a 
female  in  the  Elan  Valley,  February  -  May,  where  breeding  took  place  at  least  two  young 
fledged,  one  of  which  was  taken  by  a  Peregrine;  one  on  the  Afon  Conwy  at  Llanrwst,  CAERN. 
/  DENBIGH  on  5th  &  6th  Jan.;  in  DENBIGH:  Denbs.  Recorded  from  several  sites,  including 
Acton  Park,  Wrexham  where  a  male  was  present  on  12th  Jan.,  a  male  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  16th 
Feb.  up  to  3  at  Erddig  from  29lh  Mar.  -  12th  Apr.,  a  female  at  Marford  on  1 1th  Apr.,  six  at 
Sutton  Green  on  12th  Apr.  and  three  on  1st  Nov.,  1 1  at  Trevalyn  Meadows  on  22nd  May,  one  at 
Gatewen  on  30th  Nov.,  and  single  males  at  Llangollen  on  5th  May  &  28th  Dec. 


WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWIWELL 

(C)  Common  passage  migrant  and  locally  abundant  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Monthly  max. 

at  the  main  wintering  sites  are 

tabulated  as  available. 

j 

F 

M 

A 

M  Jn  A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  Undy 

8 

92 

98 

200 

580 

110 

497 

NWR 

1612 

892 

394 

14 

16  3  24 

641 

586 

1124 

1317 

Peterstone 

260 

300 

7 

150 

170 

200 

380 

Nedem 

223 

150 

88 

240 

Llandeg.  Res. 

316 

200 

4 

100 

GOWER  Burry  (S) 

1250 

260 

2 

3 

1080 

1230 

1210 

1455 

PEMB.  Angle  Bay 

226 

141 

29 

250 

550 

490 

260 

Pembroke  River 

1800 

12 

2045 

5000 

6460 

2470 

Carew/Cresswell 

355 

632 

47 

43 

225 

610 

CERE.  Teifi  Est. 

182 

105 

50 

70 

120 

210 

232 

Dyfi  Est. 

2339 

1541 

1052 

319 

1 

582 

1358 

1624 

1748 

BREC.  Llangorse 

160 

113 

124 

70 

15 

63 

94 

MEIRI.  Broadwater 

316 

355 

*  D'Glas 

1432 

588 

307 

246 

638 

471 

623 

Mawddach 

176 

87 

32 

79 

CAERN.  T.  Lafan 

100 

50 

400 

100 

Foryd  Bay/T.  Aber. 

640 

480 

430 

13 

610 

2000 

1040 

1450 

FLINT  Connahs  Q. 

600 

500 

240 

3 

7 

360 

51 

1500 

Point  of  Air 

5 

20 

100 

150 

450 

119 


Other  large  counts  include:  130  at  Pwll  Patti,  RADNOR  on  18th  Jan.,  287  on  Red  Wharf  Bay, 
ANGLESEY  on  22nd  Jan.  and  104  there  on  13lh  Feb.;  220  at  Kinmel  Bay,  DENBIGH  on  1st 
Mar.  with  300  there  on  7th  Dec.;  230+  at  Rhyl,  FLINT  on  4lh  Jan. 

AMERICAN  WIGEON  Anas  americana  CHW1WELL  AMERICA 

(A)  Vagrant  from  North  America. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  the  male  at  Angle  Bay,  PEMBROKE  from  2007  until  lsl  Mar. 
2008  but  it  didn’t  return  in  the  following  autumn. 

GADWALL  Anas  strepera  HWYADEN LWYD 

(C)  Regular  breeding  bird  in  small  numbers  on  Anglesey,  and  has  bred  in  at  least  tw'o  other 
counties.  Elsewhere  a  regular  winter  visitor  to  most  counties  in  small  numbers.  Wales  -  Amber 
listed. 


Monthly  max. 

at  the  main  sites 

are 

tabulated  as  available. 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M  J  J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  NWR 

70 

28 

13 

17 

24  2 

4 

25 

59 

52 

64 

Llanwem 

3 

60 

3 

St.  Pierre 

10 

10 

8 

20 

GOWEROxwich 

3 

1 1 

7 

2 

2 

18 

Llanrhidian 

1 

5 

12 

20 

Fariwood  lake 

8 

4 

51 

Pwll  Mawr 

9 

33 

BRE  Llangorse 

11 

30 

19 

6 

13 

10 

23 

C/D  Con  RSPB 

6 

13 

ANGLEL.  Parc 

27 

20 

Llyn  Hafod 
Llyn  Maelog 

4 

3 

2 

7 

5 

16 

16 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  20  at  Marloes  Mere,  PEMBROKE  on  31st  Dec.;  10  at 
Llanbwchllyn,  RADNOR  on  16lh  Nov.;  44  on  the  A55  mitigation  ponds  by  the  Inland  Sea, 
ANGLESEY  on  26th  Dec.;  in  FLINT:  46  at  Shotton  on  23ld  Nov.  and  45  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm 
on  25th  Aug. 

Bred  at  Llanwem,  GWENT,  where  a  pair  raised  one  duckling  and  at  Marloes  Mere, 
PEMBROKE,  where  a  pair  with  5y  were  seen  on  6th  May.  30  males  were  counted  at  Valley 
Lakes,  ANGLESEY  and  8  at  Malltraeth  RSPB. 

EURASIAN  TEAL  Anas  crecca  CORHWYADEN 

(C)  Small  numbers  breed  in  most  counties,  otherwise  a  widespread  and  abundant  winter  visitor 


and  passage  migrant.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


j 

F 

M 

A 

M 

j 

J 

A 

s 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT  NWR 

727 

480 

148 

81 

2 

16 

20 

88 

156 

225 

434 

406 

Peterstone/Went. 

200 

200 

100 

36 

1 

3 

50 

230 

146 

121 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

116 

166 

35 

GOWER  Burry  (S) 

600 

295 

175 

5 

50 

35 

200 

905 

755 

PEMB  Care w/C res 

223 

15 

75 

8 

50 

15 

CERE.  Dyfi  Est. 

593 

267 

86 

63 

17 

21 

190 

1325 

576 

549 

Teifi  Est. 

182 

105 

10 

100 

90 

BREC.  Llangorse 

108 

60 

150 

50 

40 

173 

142 

182 

179 

ME1RI.  Glas/Dwy 

161 

512 

51 

196 

411 

540 

388 

Dysynni 

450 

73 

CAERN.Foryd  Bay 

114 

68 

58 

4 

4 

27 

44 

120 

Conwy  RSPB 

8 

8 

11 

3 

7 

20 

12 

228 

21 

88 

FLINT  Connahs  Q. 

500 

249 

89 

28 

4 

5 

180 

493 

400 

600 

1000 

Bagillt  Bank 

160 

65 

23 

65 

130 

250 

Point  of  Air 

100 

210 

1 15 

30 

10 

100 

150 

100 

100 

Other  large  counts 

included: 

140  at  Pwll 

Patti,  RADNOR  on 

18"' 

Jan.; 

336  at  Llyn  Padri 

g, 

ANGLESEY  on  15lh  Jan.,  264  on  Llyn  Alaw  on  17th  Jan. 
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Breeding  season  records:  bred  Newport  Wetlands,  GWENT,  2y  seen  and  at  Ty-rhyg, 
PEMBROKE  where  a  pair  with  6y  seen  on  17th  June.  On  ANGLESEY:  14  males  at  Valley 
Lakes  RSPB  and  6  at  Malltraeth  RSPB. 

GREEN-WINGED  TEAL  Anas  carolinensis  CORHWYADEN  ASGELL  WERDD 

(C)  Vagrant  from  North  America. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  a  male  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  30lh  Apr.  1st  May. 

MALLARD  Anas platyrhynchos  HWYADEN  WYLLT 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident ,  abundant  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
to  all  counties.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

84 

72 

50 

26 

73 

78 

196 

229 

113 

125 

Llandegfedd 

100 

115 

29 

30 

36 

18 

41 

16 

NWR 

562 

146 

34 

70 

104 

70 

123 

126 

491 

315 

475 

202 

Undy 

30 

23 

24 

20 

35 

168 

181 

440 

320 

220 

80 

72 

Bryn  Bach 

38 

80 

77 

55 

49 

40 

1 15 

200 

M-B  Canal 

131 

130 

90 

26 

9 

95 

81 

140 

14Lock/Ponty 

14Lock/Cwm. 

1 16 

188 

126 

248 

E.  GLAM. 

Roath  Park  L. 

213 

90 

115 

124 

219 

163 

198 

240 

177 

155 

225 

Cosmeston 

74 

104 

96 

84 

68 

75 

94 

131 

87 

105 

98 

102 

Caerphilly  C. 
GOWER 

15 

35 

113 

70 

1 10 

120 

130 

120 

Burry  S 

15 

5 

2 

5 

5 

40 

135 

90 

35 

10 

5 

Gnoll  Pond 

95 

66 

109 

49 

25 

51 

79 

61 

134 

147 

107 

159 

PEMB. 

Cleddau  Est 
CERE. 

81 

70 

64 

166 

148 

102 

191 

113 

99 

Dyfi  E. 

553 

84 

173 

158 

96 

35 

1  13 

124 

361 

346 

442 

259 

BRECON 

Brecon  C. 

257 

225 

206 

107 

38 

1 19 

171 

207 

232 

199 

171 

160 

Llangorse 

MEIRI. 

108 

67 

47 

36 

100 

250 

136 

53 

123 

Glas./Dwy 

242 

89 

33 

66 

71 

154 

89 

Mawddach 

107 

58 

39 

76 

Llyn  Tegid 
CAERN." 

80 

47 

19 

17 

56 

136 

143 

128 

Foryd  It  ay 
TraethLafan 
FLINT 

71 

63 

42 

46 

26 

1 10 

77 

158 

146 

70 

41 

46 

Connahs  Q 

76 

113 

61 

20 

263 

380 

360 

264 

88 

103 

160 

56 

Oakenholt 

38 

10 

19 

22 

58 

159 

201 

82 

6 

6 

10 

160 

Point  of  Air 

50 

20 

35 

20 

10 

82 

17 

145 

124 

80 

50 

50 

Shotton  S. 

60 

40 

12 

100 

100 

50 

Rhyl  M.L. 

25 

2 

2 

2 

25 

200 

104 

Large  counts  elsewhere  include:  in  GWENT:  1 12  at  Cwmtillery  Lakes  in  December  and  100  at 
Newport  Docks;  300  at  St.  David’s  Ponds,  PEMBROKE  in  November;  370  at  Glasbury, 
RADNOR  on  13th  Dec.;  120  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  in  October. 


HWYADEN  DDU 


BLACK  DUCK  Anas  rubripes 
(A)  Rave  American  vagrant. 

f.l_ 

A  female  was  found  at  Marloes  Mere  on  1 6  Mar.  &  was  last  recorded  on  1 9  May  with  the 
possibility  being  that  it  bred  with  a  male  Mallard.  This  constitutes  the  3rd  accepted  record  for 
Wales. 


PINTAIL  Anas  acuta  HWYADEN LOSTFAIN 

(C)  Occasional  passage  migrant  and  locally  abundant  winter  visitor  to  some  counties.  Wales  - 
Amber  listed. 


Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  80  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

Jn 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  NWR 

69 

42 

5 

1 

41 

6 

4 

24 

PW/SF 

100 

148 

27 

8 

12 

101 

64 

90 

E.  GLAM. 

Rumney  Gt  W. 

100 

110 

60 

4 

50 

40 

192 

160 

Rhymney  Est 

40 

10 

7 

90 

185 

Cardiff  Fore. 

175 

80 

25 

GOWER 

Burn.'  (S) 

6240 

1775 

30 

20 

745 

1090 

1850 

5980 

CERE  Dyfi  Est 

102 

123 

26 

20 

48 

143 

191 

128 

MEIRE  Gl/Dwy. 

341 

250 

32 

12 

155 

403 

304 

CAER  T  Lafan 

60 

11 

2 

110 

4 

1 

Foryd/  Braint 

105 

90 

46 

8 

42 

14 

52 

360 

ANGLE  Mailt. 

47 

109 

41 

217 

350+ 

FLINT  Flint 

20 

20 

1000 

White  sands 

12 

26 

212 

134 

Point  of  Air 

240 

140 

40 

150 

150 

360 

350 

A  pair  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  during  the  breeding  season. 

GARGANEY  Anas  querquedula  HWYADEN  ADDF AIN 

(A)  Recorded  in  small  numbers  on  passage.  Although  probable  breeding  is  more  frequent , 
there  have  been  only  5  confirmed  Welsh  breeding  attempts  and  only  one  since  1991.  Wales  - 
Amber  listed. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  males  at  Newport  Wetlands  on  7th  -  17th  Apr.,  7th  -  11th  May, 
three  on  13  May  and  1-3  there  until  the  18  .  Additionally  a  male  at  Llanwem  Steelworks  on 
2V{  May.  A  pair  were  seen  at  the  Uskmouth  reedbeds  on  2nd  June;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a 
male  at  Cosmeston  on  14th  May;  in  PEMBROKE:  a  pair  at  Marloes  Mere  from  19th  Apr.  - 
May,  with  a  drake  still  there  until  18th  May;  in  CEREDIGION  males  at  Ynyshir  on  23,d  &  24th 
Apr.  and  two  at  Cors  Caron  on  1M  &  2nd  Aug.;  in  BRECON:  a  pair  were  in  potential  breeding 
habitat  on  27  May,  and  had  possibly  been  there  since  mid-April.  Breeding  was  suspected  but 
could  not  be  proven.  The  male  was  seen  regularly  in  the  area  becoming  increasingly  drab  as  the 
season  progressed,  last  seen  on  15Ih  June.  On  occasion,  it  was  heard  to  give  a  croaking  alarm 
call  particularly  when  the  female  was  nearby.  From  the  17  June,  the  female  became 
increasingly  agitated  and  two  juveniles  briefly  glimpsed  in  emergent  vegetation  were  identified 
as  young  Teal,  but  it  is  possible  they  were  juvenile  Garganey.  The  latest  date  for  the  female  was 
25lh  June  when  it  made  short  flights  as  though  keeping  contact  with  adventurous  juveniles;  in 
RADNOR:  males  at  Llyn  Heilyn  on  17lh  Aug.  and  at  Llanbwchllyn  22nd  -  23ld  Aug.;  in 
MONTGOMERY:  males  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  on  22nd  Apr.  and  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  29th 
Sept.;  in  CAERNARFON:  A  pair  was  seen  flying  over  the  Narrows  on  Bardsey  on  9  May  and 
was  later  seen  on  Pwll  Cain;  on  ANGLESEY:  males  at  Valley  Wetlands  on  8th  May  and  at  Llyn 
Trafwll  on  the  24lh;  2  males  and  a  female  at  Kinmel  Bay,  DENBIGH  on  3ld  May;  in  FLINT:  2 
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males  and  a  female  (possibly  the  Denbigh  birds)  at  Rhuddlan  on  3rd  May  and  a  male  at  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  on  5th  &  10Ih  May. 

SHOVELER  Anas  clypeata  HWYADEN LYDANBIG 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Regular  breeding  species  on 
Anglesey  and  occasionally  elsewhere  in  Wales.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  25  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 


available.  Small  groups  were  widely  distributed  elsewhere. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  NWR 

353 

1 17 

123 

41 

4 

3 

4 

137 

94 

71 

85 

PW/SF 

245 

42 

17 

4 

3 

150 

139 

159 

125 

Nedem 

22 

21 

5 

32 

45 

Llanwern 

2 

40 

80 

E.  GLA.  KNNR 

100 

46 

10 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

12 

41 

GOW.Burry(S) 

305 

245 

25 

1 15 

140 

265 

165 

CERE.  Dyfi 

9 

17 

21 

1 1 

4 

3 

32 

40 

28 

BRE.Llangorse 

10 

22 

15 

6 

4 

2 

4 

1 

4 

15 

26 

ANG  Valley  L. 

124 

300 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  50  at  Marloes  Mere  on  16  Oct;  114  at  Gresford  Flash, 
DENBIGH  on  7th  Feb.  and  21  at  Shotton,  FLINT  ON  28th  Dec. 


Up  to  6  pairs  were  seen  at  Newport  Wetlands  throughout  May  &  June  but  there  was  no 
evidence  of  breeding;  three  pairs  attempted  to  breed  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  but  no  youg 
fledged;  on  ANGLESEY  16  males  at  Valley  Wetlands  and  12  at  Malltraeth  RSPB. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  rufina  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

(A )  Feral. 

The  only  record  received  was  of  a  female  at  Llanwern  Steelworks,  GWENT  on  19  Sept. 

POCHARD  Aythyaferina  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  small  numbers  in  several  counties,  othei~wise  a  locally 
common  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  and  passage  migrant. 


Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M  J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  NWR 

13 

21 

16 

10 

8  5 

3 

6 

4 

4 

E.  GLAM.  KNNR 

108 

85 

4 

2 

9 

24 

35 

49 

78 

52 

Roath  Park  Lake 

43 

24 

8 

15 

Cosmeston  CP 

298 

257 

90 

8 

1 

2 

2 

8 

8 

122 

250 

GOWER  Eg.  Nun. 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

40 

9 

124 

71 

Baglan  Pool 

19 

2 

8 

6 

Fendrod  Lake 

20 

21 

20 

1 

3 

14 

15 

BREC  Llangorse 

27 

14 

33 

3 

1 

17 

30 

MEIRI.  L.  Trawsf 

20 

40 

ANGLE. Llyn  Cefni 

27 

39 

47 

74 

28 

LlynAlaw 

29 

45 

78 

Breeding  records 

included:  at  Goldcliff,  GWENT,  a 

female  with 

7y  on 

12th  May, 

presumably 

the  same  family,  now  numbering  3y  on  16th  June;  on  ANGLESEY:  bred  at  Llyn  Traffwll  with  8 
young  counted  on  the  20th  May,  29  males  at  Valley  Wetlands  and  6  males  at  Malltraeth  RSPB. 

RING-NECKED  DUCK  Aythya  collaris  HWYADEN DORCHOG 

(A)  Rare  visitor  from  North  America. 

The  only  accepted  records  were:  a  male  at  Bosherston.  PEMBROKE  on  30th  Nov.  and  a  male  at 
Nanteos  Lake,  CEREDIGION  from  29th  Dec.  2007  -  6th  Jan.  2008. 
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HWYADEN  L  YGADWEN 


FERRUGINOUS  DUCK  Ay  thy  a  nyroca 
Very  rare  visitor 

The  only  accepted  records,  both  realating  to  what  may  be  the  same  returning  male,  firstly  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  7th  Jan.,  then  at  Cosmeston,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  15th  Nov., 
last  reported  on  7th  Dec. 

TUFTED  DUCK  Ay  thy  a  fuligula  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  small  numbers  in  several  Welsh  counties  and  a  locally 
common  winter  visitor. 


The  monthly  max.  in  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

X 

O 

N  D 

GWENT 

NWR 

69 

56 

79 

76 

62 

34 

12 

34 

25 

23 

37  32 

Ynysfro  R. 

26 

33 

26 

56 

5 

22 

55 

50 

55 

64  40 

Dunlop  S. 

2 

3 

20 

19 

7 

1 

Llandeg. 

12 

12 

7 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

19 

Bryn  Bach 
GLAM. 

16 

8 

20 

12 

6 

12 

20 

24 

25  14 

Cardiff  Bay 

31 

46 

20 

26 

8 

21 

8 

2 

60 

17 

2 

Roath  Park  L 

53 

47 

85 

5 

1 

10 

7 

56  7 

Cosmeston 

192 

157 

85 

22 

4 

10 

10 

27 

52 

260  346 

Llanishen/Lis 

112 

1 

50 

13 

34 

The  Knap 

KNNR 

56 

25 

42 

33 

5 

1 

15 

29 

44 

53 

53  49 

GOWER 

Eglwys  N. 

21 

22 

40 

32 

19 

2 

66 

79 

151 

88 

13  54 

Gnoll  P. 

27 

34 

23 

7 

1 

4 

21 

19  10 

Fendrod  L. 

14 

11 

5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

8  19 

Port  Talbot 
BRECON 

29 

6 

3 

2 

1 

6  9 

Llangorse 

224 

48 

78 

9 

70 

100 

191  265 

Talybont 

40 

25 

7 

60 

49 

42 

18 

14  68 

MEIRI. 

L.  Trawsf. 

59 

41 

33 

ANGLE. 

L.  Alaw 

35 

125 

119 

457 

468 

L.  Cefni 

74 

224 

83 

Breeding  was  noted  as  follows:  in  GWENT:  9y  at  Dingestow  Court  Lake,  2  broods  of  9  +  1  at 
The  Hendre,  4y  at  Hoop  Ponds,  4y  at  Llanwem  and  a  total  of  31  pairs  on  NWR;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  the  first  brood  of  7  tiny  ducklings  was  seen  at  Duffryn  Bach  Lake  -  Ely 
Valley  on  31st  May  but  only  two  survived  to  the  end  of  July.  Of  8  ducklings  at  Parc  Slip  NR 
Northern  Wetlands  on  1st  July  only  2  survived  7  weeks  later.  Also  in  July  there  was  a  single 
youngster  at  Fountain  Pond  at  the  same  site,  and  breeding  was  confirmed  at  Michaelston-le-Pit. 
A  late  brood  of  7  ducklings  was  noted  at  Cors  Crychydd  Reen  on  15th  Aug,  but  only  2  of  these 
were  thought  to  survive;  in  GOWER:  bred  at  Tir  John  Pool,  Crymlyn  Bog,  Neath  Canal  at 
Rheola  and  probably  in  the  River  Kenfig  reedbeds;  a  pair  bred  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE 
hatching  6y  but  none  survived;  in  CEREDIGION:  A  female  with  six  ducklings  was  seen  at 
Llyn  Pendam  on  13th  July  and  a  female  with  seven  ducklings  at  Llyn  Rhosrydd  on  24lh  Aug. 
and  just  one  was  successfully  reared  at  Nant  yr  Arian.  A  pair  probably  bred  at  Hafren  quarry 
pool  and  single  pairs  were  on  Llyn  Frongoch,  Llyn  Conach  and  Ynys-hir  during  the  breeding 
season;  in  BRECON:  successful  breeding  was  observed  at  Brechfa;  one  pair  had  returned  by 
29th  March,  a  second  pair  by  11th  April  and  a  third  present  by  May.  One  of  these  females 
showed  with  six  ducklings  on  9th  July,  with  just  two  surviving  to  the  end  of  the  month;  bred  at 
three  sites  in  RADNOR;  8-10  pairs  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas,  MONTGOMERY  but  no  young  were 
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seen;  on  ANGLESEY:  3  pairs  with  2,3  and  4  young  seen  on  Llyn  Penrhyn,  Valley  on  the  23rd 
June.  A  survey  during  the  breeding  season  at  Valley  Wetlands  produced  45  males  and  23  at 
Malltraeth  RSPB.  Also  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw. 

SCAUP  Aythya  mania  HWYADEN  BEND  DU 


(B)  Scarce  and  local  winter  visitor,  also 

recorded  on  passage.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

J 

F 

M  A  Jy  A  S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Newport  Wet. 

3 

Nedem 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

Cosmeston 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Cardiff  Bay 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Cardiff  Heliport 

4 

2 

1 

Kenfig 

1 

1  2  1 

4 

elsewhere 

1 

GOWER 

Eglwys  Nunydd 

1 

2 

1 

Burry  Inlet 

7 

4 

3 

1 

10 

PEMBROKE 

1 

1 

2 

1 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

1  1 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

6 

1 

MEIRJ.  /  CAERN. 

Morfa  Harlech  /  Borth  y  Gest 

5 

10 

6 

CAERN. 

1 

ANGLESEY 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Inland  Sea 

2 

2 

1 

6 

6 

1 

DENBIGH 

1 

1 

1 

FLINT 

2+  1 

3 

LESSER  SCAUP  Aythya  affinis  HWYADEN  BENDDU  LEIAF 

(A)  Rare  vagrant  from  America. 

The  first  and  second  accepted  Welsh  records  were  of  a  male  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN 
on  4th  June  2003  and  a  1st  w  male  at  Cosmeston,  E.  GLAMORGAN  26tfl  Dec.  2008  -  2nd  Jan. 
2009. 

EIDER  Somateria  mollissima  HWYADEN FWYTHBLU 

(C)  Generally  scarce  non-breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Breeding  took  place  for  the  first 
time  in  1 99  7. 

The  monthly  max.  in  the  Burry  Inlet  GLAMORGAN,  Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  and 
Penmon/Puffin  Island,  ANGLESEY  were: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

Burry 

37 

42 

17 

60 

29 

40 

22 

12 

8 

28 

10 

Aberdysynni 

9 

28 

Penmon  /  Puffin  I. 

9 

10 

50 

17 

1 

4 

Three  adults  with  nine  fledged  chicks  were  at  Puffin  Island  on  the  6th  July. 

Off  the  MEIRIONNYDD  coast,  two  downy  chicks  were  seen  off  Tonfanau  in  June  and  five 
well  grown  ducklings  were  seen  at  Llwyngwril  in  July. 
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LONG-TAILED  DUCK  Clangula  hyemalis  HWYADEN  GYNFFON-HIR 

(B)  Scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant ,  most  frequently  recorded  offshore  from  counties 
in  north-west  Wales.  Rare  inland. 


A  summary  of  records  for  each  county: 

J  F 

E.  GLAMORGAN  1 

CEREDIGION  New  Quay 

MEIRI.  Tonfanau  /  Tywyn 

Llanaber 

MEIRI. /CAERN.  Morfa  Harlech  /  Borth  y  Gest  1  2 


MAM 


3 


1 


O  N  D 


1 


1 


2  3 


COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN  DDU 

(C)  A  locally  abundant  visitor,  recorded  all  year  round  but  mainly  during  the  winter  months. 
The  distribution  is  predominantly  coastal,  although  it  is  regular  in  small  numbers  on  inland 
waters  on  passage.  Wales  —  Amber  listed. 

Recorded  off  all  coastal  counties,  counts  from  the  main  sites: 

J  F  M  A  J  A  S  O  N  D 


GOWER 

Rhossili/Worms 

Oxwich 

CARM  /  PEMB 
Carmarthen  Bay 
PEMBROKE 
St.  Bride’s  Bay 
CERE,  off  Borth 
ANGLESEY 
Red  Wharf  Bay 
DENBIGH 
Llanddulas  /  Kin. 


751  148  56 

107  28 

1200 

200  50 

1000 


5000 


82 

84 


250 


250 

120  15  85  100 

500  400 


2000 


2500 


Other  large  counts  included:  450  off  Wem  y  Wylan, 
ANGLESEY  on  the  27th  Jan.  and  2,125  off 
Prestatyn,  FLINT  on  14  Mar.  (presumably  part  of 
the  Denbigh  flock). 

Inland:  a  male  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on 
22nd  July  &  7th  Sept,  and  a  female  on  21st  Nov.;  in 
BRECON:  4  at  Llangorse  on  9th  May,  single  on  16th 
July  &  31st  Aug.,  one  at  Usk  Res.  on  11th  July;  in 
MONTGOMERY:  one  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  on  29th 
July. 

Autumn  monthly  passage  totals  at  Strumble  Head, 
PEMB:  248  July,  1,036  in  August,  845  in  September 
and  30  in  October.  365  passed  offshore  west  of 
Wylfa,  ANGLESEY  on  the  13th  July. 
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VELVET  SCOTER  Melanitta  fusca  MOR-HWYADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

(A)  A  scarce  and  local  winter  visitor,  regular  in  small  numbers  to  some  coastal  counties. 
Occasionally  recorded  on  passage.  Rare  inland. 

All  records  were:  two  in  Oxwich  Bay,  GOWER  on  12lh  Jan  and  25th  Nov.;  five  off  Broad 
Haven  (N),  PEMBROKE  2nd  -  6lh  Jan.;  two  flying  south  off  Aberaeron,  CEREDIGION  on  8,h 
Nov.;  off  MEIRIONNYDD:  two  off  Tonfanau  on  5th  Mar.,  four  off  Llanaber  on  30th  -  31sl 
Mar.,  four  off  Harlech  on  16th  Nov.,  one  off  Tonfanau  on  23ld  -  29th  Nov.,  two  off  Morfa 
Bychan  on  29th  Nov.  and  8  off  Harlech  on  30lh  Dec.;  a  male  off  Towyn,  DENBIGH  on  9lh  Mar. 
with  two  there  on  the  16lh. 

GOLDENEYE  Bucephala  clangula  HWYADEN LYGAD-A UR 


(C)  Locally  common 

winter 

visitor 

and 

passage 

migrant,  with  an 

increasing 

number 

of 

individuals  summering  on  inland  lakes. 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

July  .S' 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  NWR 

7 

10 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

8 

E.GLAM.  Ogmore  Est 

35 

26 

8 

3 

13 

KNNR 

12 

12 

16 

19 

l 

8 

8 

GOWER  Eglwys  Nuny. 

9 

17 

18 

7 

1 

3 

7 

10 

PEMB  Gann 

8 

7 

5 

6 

7 

Bosherston 

18 

20 

2 

13 

15 

BREC.  Llangorse  Lake 

49 

76 

40 

6 

8 

50 

64 

Talybont  Res. 

18 

12 

12 

13 

5 

8 

Pentwyn 

2 

5 

8 

2 

MEIR1.  Llyn  Tegid 

6 

9 

20 

7 

2 

21 

L.  Trawsfynydd 

5 

4 

2 

Glaslyn/Dwy 

4 

14 

5 

4 

4 

CAERN.  Foryd  Bay 

16 

12 

1  1 

4 

4 

5 

Traeth  Lafan 

12 

25 

20 

10 

Conwy  RSPB 

10 

1  + 

9 

ANGLE.  Llyn  Alaw 

12 

30 

1 

12 

Cemlyn 

11 

9 

5 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  GOWER:  20  at  Loughor  Bridge  on  12lh  Jan.,  21  there  on 
15lh  Feb.  and  20  at  Penclawdd  on  10th  Feb.,  15  at  Dol  y  Mynach,  RADNOR  on  27th  Jan.,  20  at 
Llyn  Coron,  ANGLESEY  on  30th  Dec.;  16  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  on  4th  Apr. 


SMEW  Mergus  a  l  bell  us  LLEIAN  WEN 

(A)  Scarce  winter  visitor,  not  recorded  annually  in  any  count y,  though  subject  to  cold  weather 
influxes  from  the  Continent. 

The  only  records  received  were  of  red-heads  at  Llandrindod  Lake/Llanbwchllyn,  RADNOR  in 
January  and  on  Llyn  Coron,  ANGLESEY  on  3rd  Feb. 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  M.  serrator  HWYADEN FRONGOCH 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor,  particularly  to  the  north  Wales  coast.  Small  numbers  breed, 
chiefly  around  the  coast  -  line  from  Ceredigion  to  Anglesey. 


Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available  are  tabulated. 


J 

F 

M. 

A 

M 

J  J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GOWERBurry  (S) 

5 

10 

20 

4 

1 

10 

3 

15 

CERE  Dyfi  Est. 

8 

19 

21 

12 

2 

8  4 

7 

3 

17 

10 

11 

ME1RI.  Tonfanau 

30 

20 

Glaslyn/Dwyryd 

8 

9 

9 

7 

11 

23 

16 

Mawddach 

12 

18 

34 

21 

CAERN  Foryd  Bay 

2 

4 

16 

12 

7 

12  8 

3 

7 

15 

8 

7 

Traeth  Lafan 

3 

6 

6 

12 

6 

C/D  Conwy  RSPB 

19 

28 

12 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  14  off  Amroth,  PEMBROKE  on  17  Nov.  and  13  off 
Saundersfoot  on  10th  Jan.;  on  ANGLESEY:  89  on  the  Inland  Sea  on  3rd  Apr.;  in  DENBIGH:  20 
off  Llanddulas  on  17th  Feb.;  12  on  Rhyl  Marine  Lake,  FLINT  on  30lh  Nov. 

Breeding  information:  a  female  with  7y  at  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  2nd  July;  in 
CAERNARFON:  there  was  a  pair  on  Afon  Ogwen  on  1 1  May  and  a  female  on  Afon  Llugwy 
near  Ty  Hyll  on  30th  May;  a  female  with  a  creche  of  14y  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on  12th, 
reduced  to  lOy  by  the  1 7th. 

GOOSANDER  M  merganser  HWYADEN  DDANHEDDOG 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  most  Welsh  rivers  in  mid  and  north  Wales,  the  breeding  population 
slowly  expanding.  In  winter,  numbers  are  augmented  by  birds  dispersing  from  farther  north. 


Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available 

are  tabulated. 

J 

F 

M 

A  M 

J  J 

A  S 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT  Gobion 

5 

4 

6 

5 

1 

Llandegfedd  R 

18 

42 

1 

n 

R.  Usk,  Bulmore 

7 

4 

10 

7 

4 

7 

Machine  Pond 

2 

15 

16 

4 

GLAM  R.  Taff 

3 

3 

4 

2  1 

5 

14 

Merthyr  Pools 

1 

9 

5 

2 

1 

1 

Cynon  Valley 

8 

1 

2 

5 

l 

3 

Ogmore  Est. 

2 

4 

1 

1  5 

2  4 

3 

7 

5 

GOWER  Eg.  Nun. 

17 

17 

12 

2 

6 

19 

30 

PEMB  Bosherston 

20 

12 

5 

16 

26 

BREC.  Llangorse 

9 

13 

14 

30 

Talybont 

9 

1 

1 

7 

26 

6 

MEIRI  LlynTegid 

4 

7 

5 

9 

19 

1 

3 

CAERN  T.  Lafan 

2 

2 

4 

26 

5 

1 

5 

8 

DEN.  Kininel  Bay 

8 

13 

16  at  Pysgodlyn  Mawr 

Hensol 

Forest,  E.  GLAMORGAN 

on  16lh 

Mar.; 

18  at  Ynyshir, 

CEREDIGION  on  6th  July,  1 1  there  on  18th  Sept.;  25  at  Usk  Res.,  BRECON  during  November; 
110  at  Llanbwchllyn,  RADNOR  on  16th  Jan.  (a  new  county  record);  31  at  Dolydd  Hafren, 
MONTGOMERY  on  19th  Nov.;  26  at  Aber  Ogwen,  CAERNARFON  on  7th  My;  16  at 
Rhuddlan,  FLINT  on  14th  Dec. 


Breeding  records  included:  in  GWENT:  8y  at  Altyrynys,  2y  at  Gobion,  6y  at  Llanfoist  and  4y 
at  Llangua;  in  GOWER:  bred  on  the  River  Tawe  at  Ynysmeudwy  6y  there  on  4th  July,  on  the 
River  Neath,  lOy  at  Aberdulais  on  6th  June  &  6  small  ducklings  there  on  29th  June,  on  the  River 
Afan,  8y  at  Pantdu  on  1st  June  and  two  broods  of  5  &  6  at  Ynysygwas  and  3y  at  Graig  Afan  on 

.L 

27  July;  in  CEREDIGION:  a  pair  nesting  near  Highmead  and  by  Nant  y  Moch  Res.  A  female 
with  nine  ducklings  was  on  the  Ystwyth  at  Trawscoed  and  another  with  six  on  the  Rheidol  at 
Aberystwyth;  in  BRECON:  Breeding  was  confirmed  on  the  Usk  at  Brecon,  Scethrog,  Buckland 
and  Crickhowell.  On  the  Wye,  two  broods  were  found  in  the  Glasbury  area  in  early  July.  A  pair 
on  the  Afon  Pyrddin  on  the  Neath/Port  Talbot  border  in  late  March  may  also  indicate  breeding 
in  that  area.  Numbers  in  the  Wye  valley  in  late  winter  are  shown  by  the  following  simultaneous 
counts: 


Feb  12th  Feb  19th 

Llyswen  -  Erwood  Bridge  5  0 

Erwood  Bridge  -  Ysgiog  7  4 

Ysgiog  -  Builth  Wells  1  4 

Builth  Wells  -  Penmincae  2  18 

Penmincae  -  Newbridge  3  4 
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Mar  11th 
0 
0 
0 
6 


Mar  18th 
2 
2 
3 
6 
13 


In  MONTGOMERY  16  males  +  4  females  at  Morfa  Dyfi  in  May;  in  CAERNARFON:  possible 
breeding  locations  were:  Afon  Ogwen,  Afon  Conwy  at  Caerhun,  near  Dolbadarn  Castle,  Afon 
Llafar  in  Cwm  Pen-llafar  and  Afon  Conwy  near  Betws  y  Coed.  The  only  proved  breeding  was 
at  Llyn  Dinas,  where  a  juvenile  was  seen  on  25lh  June. 


RUDDY  DUCK  Oxyura  jamaicensis  HWYADEN  GOCH 

(C)  Scarce  breeding  resident  in  several  counties.  Locally  common  on  Anglesey  but  numbers 

reduced  by  culling,  elsewhere  a  scarce  winter  visitor. 

J  F  M  A  M  J  J  A  S  O  N  D 


GWENT  NWR 
E.  GLAMKenfig 
Cosmeston 

ANGLE  L.  Alaw  14 

Llyn  Traffwll  1 

Llyn  Penrhyn  7 

Elsewhere 
DENB.  Conwy 
FLINT 


1 

8  4 

2  1  1 

2  1 

3 


1 

6  2  2 

2  1  1 
2  2 


2 

2 

3  6 


10 

5 

1 


A  survey  during  the  breeding  season  at  Valley  wetlands  produced  3  males  (IS)  and  a  further  2 
males  were  at  Malltraeth  RSPB.  Bred  at  Shotton  Steelworks,  with  two  broods  of  4y  and  3y. 


RED  GROUSE  Lagopus  lagopus  GRUGIAR 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  heather  uplands,  declining  in  most  areas.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

Limited  reports  received,  which  do  not  reflect  the  overall  situation. 

Reported  from:  a  breeding  survey  conducted  in  GWENT:  over  Blorenge,  Mynydd  y  Gam  Fawr, 
Mynydd  Gamclochdy,  Gam  Wen,  Coity,  Milfraen,  Mynydd  James,  Mynydd  Farteg  Fawr  and 
adjacent  uplands  yielded  23  breeding  pairs.  A  total  of  67  were  seen  in  the  same  location  on  1st 
Nov.;  at  2  sites  in  CEREDIGION,  including  two  with  chicks  at  one  site;  in  BRECON:  Reports 
have  increased  since  the  inception  of  BTO  Atlas  surveying  in  late  2007  stimulated  visits  into 
the  uplands.  Reported  from  the  Black  Mountains  at  Mynydd  Llisiau  &  Llangatwg,  Waun 
Tincer,  Nant  Du,  Pen  Cerrig  Calach,  Waun  Fach,  Gwaun  Cefnygarreg  and  Llanwrthwl; 
recorded  at  18  sites  in  RADNOR;  5  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy  RSPB,  MONTGOMERY;  recorded 
in  12  lkmsq.  of  the  Migneint,  MEIRIONNYYD;  in  CAERNARFON:  reported  from  Coedty 
Res.,  Tal  y  Fan,  Y  fron,  Tal-y-Fan  and  Ysbyty  Ifan;  DENBIGH:  the  largest  counts  were  of  3 
at  Cerrig-duon  on  31st  May,  4  at  Gors  Maenllwyd  on  1st  Jan.,  5  at  Esclusham  on  2Vl  May. 

BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrao  tetrix  GRUGIAR  DDU 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  moorlands  of  north  and  mid-Wales,  recent  increase  in  numbers. 
Wales  -  Red  listed. 

The  total  number  of  lekking  males  in  Wales  was  196  (RSPB  data).  Otherwise  the  only  records 
received  were  from:  MONTGOMERY:  13  lekking  males  at  Lake  Vymwy;  4  lekking  males  on 
the  Migneint,  MEIRIONNYDD;  DENBIGH:  around  Ruabon  Moor,  max.  10  near  Pendinas 
Res.  on  4th  May,  10  on  Esclusham  Mountain  on  21bt  May,  15  males  near  World’s  End  on  30th 
Mar.  and  a  total  of  20  lekking  males  at  two  sites  near  World’s  End  on  5  May.  FLINT:  a  single 
at  Penycloddiau  on  5lh  May. 
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RED-LEGGED  PARTRIDGE  Alectoris  rufa  PETRISEN  GOESGOCH 

(B)  Populations,  in  majority  of  areas  where  this  species  is  found,  now  probably  maintained  by 
release  schemes. 

Populations  maintained  by  releases.  A  summary  of  records  received:  reported  from  7  sites  in 
GWENT;  reported  from  12  locations  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  mainly  from  the  Vale  of 
Glamorgan,  max.  27  at  Summerhouse  Point  on  16th  Sept.;  reported  at  2  sites  in  GOWER;  7 
sites  in  PEMBROKE;  4  sites  in  CEREDIGION;  at  2  sites  in  BRECON;  at  2  sites  in 
RADNOR;  at  2  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  at  2  sites  in  CAERNARFON;  at  numerous  sites  on 
ANGLESEY,  max.  15  on  the  Dulas  estate  on  1st  Jan.;  in  DENBIGH:  present  around  the 
Ruabon  Moor  release  site,  300  there  and  200  at  Newtown  Mountain  both  on  12th  Oct., 
elsewhere  17  at  Penycae  on  1st  Nov.  and  19  there  on  14th  Dec.,  8  at  Glyn  Arthur  on  1 1th  Sept, 
one  at  Golly  on  27lh  Mar.  and  2  at  Bettisfield  on  27th  Apr.;  in  FLINT:  max.  7  at  Rhydymwyn 
on  30th  Oct. 

GREY  PARTRIDGE  Perdix perdix  PETRISEN 

(B)  Almost  extinct  as  a  breeding  species  in  much  of  Wales.  Populations,  in  majority  of  areas 
where  this  species  is  found,  now  probably  maintained  by  release  schemes.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 
Population  maintained  by  releases.  All  records  received  were:  in  GWENT:  a  single  (probably 
released)  was  flushed  from  long  grass  at  the  western  end  of  the  saltmarsh  at  Caldicot  Pill  on 
1 1th  Feb.  Inland,  one  was  seen  at  Blaenafon  on  3rd  Apr  and  two  at  Blaen  Bran  Reserve  on  4th 
Aug.  Finally,  15-20  were  seen  on  the  sea  wall  between  the  two  fi  ring  ranges  at  Rogiet;  small 
numbers  around  Ty'n-y-Caeau  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  released  birds  at  Rhossili  /  Mewslade  on 
GOWER;  reported  from  2  sites  in  PEMBROKE,  max.  12  at  Bethesda  on  20th  Feb.;  at  2  sites  in 
RADNOR;  one  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY;  at  3  sites  on  ANGLESEY.  Singles  at 
Towyn,  DENBIGH  on  27th  Mar.  &  9th  May;  in  FLINT:  14  at  Beeches  Farm  on  22th  July  and 
small  numbers  were  seen  at  Connahs  Quay,  Gronant  and  Shotwick. 

QUAIL  Coturnix  coturnix  SOFLIAR 

(A)  A  scarce  and  irregular  breeding  species,  irruptive  in  some  years;  scarce  passage  migrant. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

All  records  were:  3  at  Llanilid,  E.  GLAMORGAN  in  June  and  5  there  on  25tl‘  Aug.;  in 
PEMBROKE:  at  St.  Govan's  on  16th  May,  Castlemartin  on  27th  June  &  15th  July  and  two  at 
Hayscastle  Cross  on  12  July;  calling  near  Bryn  y  Gorlan,  east  of  Llanddewi  Brefi, 
CEREDIGION  on  16th  June;  in  BRECON:  at  both  Cefn  Llechid  and  above  Crindau,  Cwmdu  on 
30th  June.  The  former  remained  in  a  spring  barley  crop  until  at  least  26th  July;  reported  calling 
at  five  sites  in  RADNOR,  with  two  birds  at  one  of  these;  on  ANGLESEY:  at  Malltraeth  RSPB 
on  the  27th  &  28th  May,  9th  &  16th  June,  at  Brynteg  for  3  days  from  the  30th  June;  at  Trevalyn 
Meadows,  DENBIGH  on  22nd  May. 

Additional  record  from  Anglesey  2007:  a  male  was  flushed  from  very  close  range  on  the  2nd 
May  at  Newborough  Warren. 

PHEASANT  Phasianus  colchicus  FFESANT 

(D)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident,  widespread  throughout  Wales. 
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RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 


(C)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  regularly  recorded  off-shore,  sometimes  in  large 
concentrations.  Rare  inland.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J  A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

E.  GLAM.  Elsewhere 

1 

Porthcawl 

3 

1 

2 

Kenfig  Sands  /  Sker 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

17 

GOWER  Swansea 

1 

1 

1 

S.  Gower  -  Rhossili 

8 

2+ 

2+ 

1  + 

1 

12+ 

PEMB.  Elsewhere 

21 

26 

8 

4 

2 

20 
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Off  Strumble 

61 

3 

3 

3 

3 

CERE.  Borth  Bay 

110 

40 

1 

2 

5 

27 

420* 

MEIRI.  Tonfanau 

60 

50 

3 

60 

100 

Llanaber 

25 

CAERN.  Elsewhere 

6 

3 

1 

1 

7+ 

4+ 

9+ 

Aberdesach  /Dinas  D. 

20 

2 

Traeth  Lafan 

3 

20 

20 

1 

10 

ANGLESEY 

20 

43 

43 

1 1 

10 

1  1  1 

8 

30 

14 

9 

DENB.  OffTowyn 

10 

10 

6 

*  the  highest  count  since  2001  (also  reported  off  Aberdyfi  &  Tywyn,  MEIRIONNYDD). 

100  off  Amroth,  PEMBROKE  on  20th  Dec.;  in  CEREDIGION  counts  of  17  at  Aberaeron  on 
12th  Jan.  and  26  on  10th  Feb.,  82  at  Llansantffraed  on  12th  Feb.  and  25  there  on  23rd,  and  17  at 
Aberystwyth  on  23' d  Mar.  presumably  refer  to  birds  from  the  Borth  area. 

On  ANGLESEY:  22  were  off  Benllech  on  the  13th  Feb.,  20  off  Penmon  Point  on  the  15th  Mar., 
5  passed  the  Range  on  the  1st  May,  one  the  Inland  Sea  on  the  7lh  May,  one  flew  east  past 
Carmel  Head  on  the  11th  May,  one  off  Traeth  Lligwy  on  the  19lh  May  and  the  last  spring 
migrant  was  a  bird  passing  the  Range  on  the  7th  June. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  arctica  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

(A)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  recorded  in  small  numbers  annually. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  GOWER:  in  Queen’s  Dock,  Swansea  8th  &  15th 
Jan.  and  at  Port  Talbot  Harbour  on  6th  Feb.;  PEMBROKE:  Haroldston  Chins  6th  Jan,  Amroth 
10th  Jan,  Broad  Haven  N  on  19th  Apr.,  Fishguard  Harbour  on  and  off  from  12th  Jan  until  18th 
Apr.  which  was  probably  seen  past  Carregwastad  Point  on  12th  Apr.  &  possibly  the  same  bird  at 
Strumble  Head  on  29lh  Mar.  Another  at  Llys-y-fran  Res.  from  22nd  Jan  until  12th  Mar;  at 
Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  on  16th  Jan.;  two  off  Llanaber,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  31st  Mar.  and  one 
off  Tonfanau  on  14th  Nov.;  two  off  Llanfairfechan,  CAERNARFON  on  27th  Feb.;  on 
ANGLESEY:  off  Menai  Bridge  Pier  on  the  15th  Mar.,  off  Penmon  Point  on  the  12lh  Nov.  and 
off  Friars  Bay  between  19th  -  24th  Nov. 

PACIFIC  DIVER  Gavia  pacifica  TROCHYDD  Y  MOR  TA  WET 

(A)  Rare  vagrant  from  the  Pacific. 

The  1st  accepted  Welsh  record  relates  to  a  1st  w  bird,  found  at  Llys-y-fran  Res.,  PEMBROKE 
2nd  Feb.  -20th  Mar.  2007,  returning  the  following  winter,  16th  Jan.  -  1 1th  Feb.  2008. 
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GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  Ga\  ’/ a  immer 


TROCHYDD  MAWR 


(B)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant ,  recorded  offshore  in  small  numbers  annually. 
Recorded from  inland  waters  more  frequently  than  other  diver  species. 

Approx,  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 

J  F  M  A  M  S  O  N  D 


E. GLAMORGAN 

GOWER 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

MEIRI. 


2 

1  + 
9 

1 


1  + 
7 
1 


1  + 
3 
1 
3 


3+ 

2  6 
1  2 


Glaslyn/Dwyryd  3 

Llyn  Tegid  2 


2 

2 


1 

2 


CAERNARFON 

Aberdesach  /  Dinas  Dinlle 
Traeth  Lafan 

ANGLESEY 

DENBIGH  Towyn 


1  1 

2  3 

2  3  13 

4  4  2 

1  1 


2  5  3 

1 

1  5 

8 


One  inland  record,  of  an  individual  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  on  13th  Dec. 
Additional  record  for  2007  from  GWENT:  one  flew  past  Goldcliff  Point  on  19th  May. 


2+ 

15 

1 

4 


1 

1 

7 


FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacialis  ADER YN-DR YCIN  Y  GR.4IG 

(C)  A  numerous  species,  breeding  in  all  coastal  counties  except  Gwent.  Frequent  offshore  in 
most  months. 

Counts  of  apparently  occupied  sites  are  as  follows:  5  on  South  GOWER  coast;  565  on  Skomer. 
PEMBROKE;  in  CAERNARFON:  21  on  Great  Orme,  only  three  pairs  attempted  to  breed  on 
Bardsey,  fledging  just  one  chick  between  them  (the  worst  productivity  for  over  a  decade). 

CORY’S  SHEARWATER  Calonectris  diomedea  ADERYN-DRYCIN  CORY 

(A)  Scarce  massage  migrant. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  a  single  off  St.  Govans  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  17th  Aug. 

GREAT  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  gravis  ADERY-DRYCIN  MAWR 

(A)  Scarce  massage  migrant. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  from  Strumble  Head.  PEMBROKE  on  4  Sept. 


SOOTY  SHEARW  ATER  Puffinus  griseus 


ADER  YN-DR  YCIN  DU 


(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  to  western  coastal  areas,  principally  in  the  period  late 
August  to  early  October. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  monthly  totals  of  24 
in  August,  62  in  September  and  7  in  October,  max.  daily  count  was  32  on  2nd  Sept.;  singles  off 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  10th  Aug.,  two  on  2nd  Sept,  one  3rd  Sept.,  1 1th  &  29th  Sept,  and 
26th  Oct.;  off  ANGLESEY  at  Cemlyn  on  14th  Aug.  and  Carmel  Head  on  20th  Sept. 


MANX  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  puffinus  ADERYN-DRYCIN MANA  W 

(C)  Breeding  on  Pembrokeshire  islands  and  also  in  Caernarfon.  Large  feeding  movements 
and  autumn  passage  are  regular  off  western  coasts  and  even  well  up  into  the  Bristol  Channel. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

The  first  returning  bird  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  was  on  15th  Mar.  From  106  burrows  that 
were  marked  for  productivity  monitoring  here,  102  were  found  again  (four  were  not  found,  due 
to  the  stakes  being  removed  or  hidden  in  bracken).  Of  these,  74  contained  chicks.  This  gives  a 
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productivity  figure  of  0.73  chicks  per  breeding  pair.This  figure  is  slightly  lower  than  the 
average  of  0.79  for  the  last  ten  years,  but  an  improvement  on  the  figure  of  0.68  in  2007. 


BALEARIC  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  mauretanicus 

ADERYN-DRYCIN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 


(C)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  to  western  coastal  areas,  principally  in  the  period  late 
August  to  early  October. 


July  Aug. 


PEMBROKE  Strumble  Head  56 

Elsewhere  8 

MEIRIONNYDD  Llanaber  8 

Elsewhere  2 

CAERNARFON  Bardsey  2  7 

ANGLESEY  Point  Lynas  1 

South  Stack  2 


Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

73  16 

5 


11  8 
1 


Cemlyn  /  W.  of  Wylfa  /  Carmel 


2 


STORM  PETREL  Hydrobates pelagicus  PEDRYN DRYCIN 

(C)  Breeds  regularly  on  several  island  sites  off  the  west  coast,  mainly  in  very  small  colonies. 
Skokholm  holds  the  only  population  over  1,000  pairs.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Monthly 

summary  of  sightings  (also  seen  from  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE): 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

GWENT 

Goldcliff 

1 

17 

Peterstone 

6 

E.  GLAM. 

Porthcawl,  max. 

6 

5 

2 

Elsewhere 

5 

GOWER 

Port  Eynon 

12 

Mumbles  Head 

1  1 

CERE 

3 

7 

CAERN. 

Little  Orme 

2 

4 

ANGLE. 

Cemlyn 

9 

Elsewhere 

9 

FLINT 

Rhyl 

1 

Bred  on  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  and  Skomer  where  a  whole  island  survey  found  an  estimated 
160  AOS.  No  census  took  place  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  but  birds  were  noted  in  the 
colonies  during  the  summer  months.  Luring  birds  ashore  after  dark  for  ringing  purposes  made 
up  most  of  the  records  on  Bardsey  this  year.  Two  were  trapped  on  21st  July,  with  another  two 
on  the  23rd  and  three  on  the  27th.  Birds  were  present  in  the  East  Side  colonies  during  August 
when  their  distinctive  smell  was  detected.  In  September  two  birds  were  trapped  on  6th.  The 
final  record  of  the  year  was  on  30th  Oct.,  when  two  birds  were  attracted  to  the  Lighthouse 
overnight  and  another  bird  was  seen  off  the  South  End  during  the  day. 


LEACH’S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-FFORCHOG 

(B)  A  scarce  autumn  visitor,  commonest  off  the  north  Wales  coast. 

11th  Aug.  7th  Sept.  13th  Sept.  1st  Oct.  2nd  Oct.  3rd  Oct. 


PEMB. 

Skomer 

1 

Strumble  1 

1  5 

6 

9 

CERE. 

New  Quay 

6 

CAERN. 

Little  Orme 

2 

56 

Bardsey 

14 

3 

ANGLE. 

1 

3 

3 

DENB. 

Rhos  on  Sea 

3 

30 
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GANNET  Monts  bass  amts  HUGAN 

(C)  A  common  bird  o  ffshore  throughout  the  year,  most  plentiful  during  the  extended  breeding 
season,  March  —  October.  One  major  breeding  colony  on  Grassholm,  Pembrokeshire.  Wales  - 
Amber  listed. 

Inland,  one  on  the  Usk  Res.,  BRECON/CARMARTHEN  on  13th  Sept. 

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULFRAN 

(C)  Breeding  resident  in  coastal  counties  from  Gwent  to  Anglesey.  Frequently  seen  offshore  in 
other  counties.  A  regular  visitor  to  inland fresliwaters,  mainly  between  late  summer  and  early 
spring.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  counts  were:  CAERNARFON:  39  nest  platforms  were  counted  on  Ynys  Gwylan 
Fawr  in  late  May  and  early  June.  In  total  48  young  birds  were  seen,  giving  a  productivity  figure 
of  1.23.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach  7  pairs  fledged  8  young,  giving  a  productivity  of  1.14.  The  total 
number  of  pairs  for  the  two  islands  was  46,  20  fewer  than  last  year,  and  the  total  young  raised 
was  56.  This  gave  an  overall  productivity  of  1.22;  a  decrease  of  51.6%  on  last  year’s  figure  of 
2.52  and  54.0%  lower  than  the  mean  figure  from  1998-2008. 


Systematic  counts  from  the 

main 

estuarine  and  inland  sites  are  tabulated 

as  available 
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M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

o 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Llandeg. 

32 

40 

18 

10 

4 

11 

18 

33 

21 

7 

30 

Ynysyfro 

18 

7 

2 

i 

1 

3 

1 

13 

21 

32 

NWR 

1 

i 

2 

3 

14 

25 

27 

1 

Pant-yr-eos 

GLAM. 

16 

10 

1 

1 

1 

2 

20 

14 

Cardiff  Bay 

30 

46 

17 

12 

62 

27 

3 

Roath  Park 

47 

42 

46 

GOWER 

U.  Loughor 

3 

3 

2 

3 

7 

19 

27 

12 

5 

2 

7 

7 

Whiteford 

60 

41 

55 

20 

31 

27 

62 

70 

70 

59 

53 

52 

Port  T.  Dk 

105 

35 

12 

12 

5 

8 

16 

50 

53 

57 

89 

168 

Queen's  Dk 

169 

66 

78 

61 

17 

21 

24 

39 

73 

93 

91 

101 

Eglwys  Nun 

66 

73 

8 

1 

2 

2 

15 

4 

8 

O 

J 

4 

Blue  Pool  B 
PEMB. 

54 

54 

33 

45 

66 

55 

54 

Cleddau 

12 

6 

7 

9 

24 

2 

4 

6 

CERE 

Dyi 

12 

27 

20 

31 

15 

14 

33 

40 

67 

34 

39 

16 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

54 

67 

44 

25 

4 

4 

6 

10 

29 

56 

47 

71 

Talybont 

1 

2 

7 

27 

5 

13 

10 

25 

6 

MEIRI. 

Glaslyn/Dw 

8 

3 

5 

11 

7 

2 

21 

Mawddach 

CAERN 

26 

13 

6 

32 

Foryd  Bay 

3 

4 

4 

1 

A 

17 

39 

21 

21 

14 

6 

5 

DENBIGH 

Kinmel  Bay 
FLINT 

60 

50 

120 

Connahs  Q 

88 

98 

93 

112 

Rhuddlan 

88 

32 

62 

98 

51 

19 

23 

79 

93 

112 

47 

On  ANGLESEY  300  were  recorded  around  Puffin  Island  on  7th  June  and  38  on  Middle  Mouse 
on  14th  July. 

Birds  of  the  Continental  race  P.c.  sinensis  noted  at  Cosmeston,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  2nd  & 
8th  Jan.,  at  Rosebush  Res.,  PEMBROKE  on  14th  Feb.;  two  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  in  January 
&  December. 
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SHAG  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis  MULFRAN  WERDD 

(C)  A  regular  breeding  species  on  rocky  coasts  from  Gower  northwards  to  Anglesey. 

Breeding  information  received  as  follows:  58  nests  on  Middleholm,  PEMBROKE,  the  highest 
total  ever  recorded.  CAERNARFON:  25  pairs  nested  on  Bardsey,  a  32.4%  decrease  on  last  year 
and  40.9%  lower  than  the  eleven-year  mean  from  1998-2008.  Of  these  nests,  10  completely 
failed.  The  remaining  15  pairs  only  fledged  23  young.  The  productivity  of  the  successful  pairs 
was  1 .53  chicks  per  pair.  Productivity  for  the  whole  island  was  only  0.92  chicks  per  pair,  57.6% 
lower  than  the  long-term  average.  On  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  a  minimum  of  95  nests  was  counted 
during  June,  an  1 1.8%  increase  on  last  year’s  total,  but  10.7%  down  on  the  mean  for  the  period 
1998-2008.  Of  these  95  nests,  63  were  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  three  nests  more  than  last  year. 
These  produced  about  155  young,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  2.46  compared  with  2.50  last 
year.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach  a  further  32  pairs  nested,  seven  nests  (28.0%)  more  than  last  year. 
These  produced  at  least  34  young,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  1.06,  48.0%  fewer  than  last 
year’s  2.04.  The  combined  total  of  189  young  from  the  two  islands  (12  fewer  than  last  year) 
gave  an  overall  productivity  figure  of  1.99  chicks  per  pair.  On  ANGLESEY:  40  were  around 
Puffin  Island  on  7th  June,  3  pairs  bred  at  South  Stack  RSPB. 

The  only  large  counts  received  were  of  100  north  of  Wallog,  CEREDIGION  on  19th  Nov.  and 
51  on  the  Dyfi  Est.,  MEIRIONNYDD/CEREDIGION  on  19th  Jan. 

BITTERN  Botaurus  stellaris  ADERYN  Y BWN 

(A)  Scarce  but  regular  winter  visitor  chiefly  to  Anglesey,  Ceredigion,  Carmarthen, 
Glamorgan  and  Pembroke.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  individuals  were  seen  at 
Kenfig  Pool,  January  -  27th  Feb.,  with  two  there  on  10lh  &  13th  Jan.  and  three  on  the  9th  &  16th 
Jan.  Away  from  the  pool,  two  were  in  the  saltmarsh  reedbed  in  Kenfig  Dunes  on  18lh  Feb.,  one 
was  at  Llanishen  Res.  on  28th  Apr.  In  the  second  winter  period,  one  was  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  1 1th 
Nov.;  in  GOWER:  2  at  Margam  Burrows  on  16th  &  17th  Feb.  and  a  single  on  the  27lh  and  one 
near  Cadoxton  around  Christmas  onwards  into  2009;  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  22nd  May; 
at  Llangorse  lake,  BRECON  on  3ld  Mar.  and  10th  Nov.;  at  Glasbury,  RADNOR  on  6th  Dec.;  at 
Pont  Croesor,  Glaslyn  on  4th  Feb.  and  one  in  the  Afon  Dysynni  reedbed  on  12th  Dec;  at 
Malltraeth  RSPB,  ANGLESEY  on  25th  Nov. 

AMERICAN  BITTERN  Botaurus  lentiginosus  ADERYN-BWN AMERICA 

(A)  A  very  rare  vagrant. 

A  long  dead  corpse  was  found  by  the  pond  on  St.  David’s  Airfield,  PEMBROKE  on  30th  Nov. 
This  constitutes  the  7th  Welsh  record. 

LITTLE  BITTERN  Ixobrychus  minutus  ADERYN  Y BWN LLEIAF 

(A)  A  rare  vagrant. 

One  in  a  garden  near  Haverfordwest,  PEMBROKE  7th  -  10th  May  but  was  later  found  dead. 

NIGHT  HERON  Nycticorax  nycticorax  CREYR  Y NOS 

(A)  A  rare  vagrant. 

The  only  record  was  of  an  adult  at  Sealyham,  PEMBROKE  on  15th  May. 
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CREYR  YGWARTHEG 


CATTLE  EGRET  Bubulcus  ibis 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

Accepted  records,  of  single  birds  unless  stated,  included:  at  Goldcliff,  GWENT  6th  -  11th  July, 
on  GOWER  at  Hunt’s  Bay  28th  Feb.  -  12th  Mar.,  at  Dol-y-bont,  then  Llandre,  CEREDIGION 
3rd  Jan.  -  1 1th  May  and  at  Malltraeth  Marsh,  ANGLESEY  1st  Feb.  In  PEMBROKE,  at  Sandy 
Haven  17th  Oct.  -  30th  Dec.,  then  an  influx  in  December:  at  West  Angle,  9th  Dec.,  at 
Hubberston,  9th  -  26lh  Dec.,  at  Dale,  17th  Dec.  -  3ld  Jan.  2009  and  a  flock  of  five,  Treffasser 
15th  -29th  Dec. 

LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta  CREYR  BACH 

(B)  Now  a  fairly  common  autumn  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Breeds  in  south  and  north 
Wales.  Increasing  occurrences,  particularly  in  south  Wales,  with  a  distinct  influx  in  autumn. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


A  summary 

of  individuals 

for  some 

specific  sites  (with 

5+  or 

inland) 

in  each 

month 

is 

tabulated  below: 

J 

F 

M  A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

X 

o 

N 

D 

GW  NWR 

7 

18 

8  14 

9 

1 1 

12 

26 

60 

13 

19 

5 

PW/St.  B. 

18 

3 

6  3 

2 

6 

10 

5 

18 

5 

9 

77 

Collister  Pil 

2 

1 

12 

5 

8 

11 

Nedem 

4 

10 

2 

1 

Gobion 

5 

5 

2  2 

1 

5 

E.  GLAM. 

Rumney  Gt. 

2 

2 

4 

7 

3 

1 

Ogmore 

6 

5 

2  1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

GOWER 

Loughor  B. 

10 

1 1 

9  86 

9 

33 

68 

52 

52 

29 

21 

16 

PEMB. 

Cleddau 

6 

8 

12 

14 

45 

12 

12 

13 

10 

Sandy  H. 

3 

10 

4 

15 

9 

10 

4 

5 

Teifi  (P/C) 

3 

5 

4  7 

2 

1 

4 

13 

11 

5 

5 

2 

CERE  Dyfi 

8 

6 

10  26 

13 

1 1 

18 

19 

9 

17 

7 

17 

BRECON 

2 

5 

3 

2 

2 

MONT  DH 

6 

MEI  Glas. 

12 

2 

7 

7 

6 

18 

5 

Mawddaeh 

12 

3 

1 

CAERN. 

Foryd  Bay 

3 

5 

4  1 

2 

11 

8 

13 

16 

2 

14 

4 

Traeth  Laf. 

30 

30 

40 

13 

98 

107 

82 

37 

8 

ANGLE. 

Inland/Bed 

7 

18 

15  6 

3 

3 

8 

14 

36+ 

11 

6 

6 

Malltraeth 

10 

8 

5  5 

7 

1 

5 

5 

FLINT 

ConnalT  s  Q.  40 

^including  Ogmore  Est,  Ogmore  Castle  and  the  Watermill  and  the  counts  on  the  Dyfi  Estuary 
are  included  only  in  the  CEREDIGION  figures.  Up  to  five  along  the  lower  River  Wye, 
RADNOR,  throughout  the  year. 

Breeding  information:  GWENT:  15y  from  5  broods;  8  pairs  nested  at  Ynys-hir, 
CEREDIGION.  In  BRECON  an  adult  and  a  begging  juvenile  was  inside  the  Llangasty 
reedbeds  for  a  few  days  after  13th  July  -  unlikely  to  have  bred  in  the  area.  A  pair  bred  near 
Malltraeth  RSPB,  ANGLESEY,  rearing  3+  young. 
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CREYR  MAWR  GWYN 


GREAT  WHITE  EGRET  Ardea  alba 
(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

The  only  accepted  records  were:  at  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  14th  Sept.,  at  Dale,  PEMBROKE  on 
17th  Oct.,  at  Tnyshir,  CEREDIGION  15th  -  26th  Sept.,  at  Cantref  Res.,  BRECON  18th  May  - 
4th  June  and  in  the  Newtown  area,  MONTGOMERY  7lh  Dec.  2007  -  March  2008. 

HERON  Ardea  cinerea  CREYR  GLAS 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  occurring  widely  around  estuaries,  lakes  and  inland 
watercourses;  although  the  population  is  increasing  in  some  counties,  overall  in  Wales,  it 
appears  to  be  stable. 

Colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  103  nests  at  10  sites,  including  Risca  (11), 
Llandegfedd  (17),  Piercefield  (17),  Whitson  (10),  Pant-y-Goytre  (15),  Llanvihangel  Crucorney 
(4),  Aberbeef  (8)  and  Llangybi  (7);  E.  GLAMORGAN:  Coed  Llwyn  Rhyddid  (18),  Merthyr 
Mawr  (4),  Coryton  wood  (25);  GOWER:  45  nests  in  9  sites;  CEREDIGION:  107  nests  at  1 1 
sites;  in  BRECON  occupied  sites  were  Ashford  (34-36);  Penwem  (16);  Cefn  Rhosan  (38), 
Wem  Iago  (7);  RADNOR  27  nests  at  2  sites;  MONTGOMERY  22  -  33  nests  in  3  colonies; 
ANGLESEY:  bred  at  Wylfa  and  Cemlyn. 


Monthly  counts  from  selected  sites: 

J  F  M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  Newport  W  11  12  12 

3 

5 

2 

4 

10 

31 

2 

PEMB.  Cleddau  Est  3  3  3 

15 

20 

6 

3 

4 

3 

CAERN.  Foryd  5  1  1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

5 

13 

7 

WHITE  STORK  Ciconia  ciconia 

(A)  Unusual  visitor,  records  often  relating  to  escaped  individuals. 

CICONIA  GWYN 

The  only  accepted  records  were  of  singles  at:  Cemmaes,  MONTGOMERY  on  1st  July  and  at 
Aberthaw,  E.  GLAMORGAN  4th  -  9th  Oct.  2007. 

SPOONBILL  Plata  lea  leucorodia  LLWYBIG 

(A)  A  uncommon  visitor  to  Wales,  recorded  mainly  from  estuaries  and  coastal  lagoons  and 
occasionally  over-wintering  and  summering. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  at  Goldcliff,  10th  -  12th  June,  a  different  bird  25lh  June  and 
another  6th  Aug.  -  2nd  Sept.  One  at  Sudbrook  on  5th  Sept,  assumed  to  be  from  Goldcliff.  The 
first  Goldcliff  bird  had  been  colour  ringed  in  Holland  in  1993  or  1994;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a 
colour-ringed  juv.  at  Ogmore  Est.  7lh  July;  one  flew  from  Salthouse  Pill,  GOWER  to 
Penclacwydd  WWT  on  1st  Nov.;  in  PEMBROKE:  at  the  Teifi  Est  1st  -  5th  Jan,  it  then  moved  to 
the  Nevem  where  it  was  present  until  the  16th  Jan.  An  adult  at  St.  David’s  on  28th  July,  then 
finally  another  or  possibly  the  same  adult  at  The  Gann  from  17th  Sept  until  26th  Sept.;  at 
Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  an  adult  1st  -  2nd  May  and  30th  May  -  lsl  June.  An  immature  at 
Barmouth  &  Penmaenpool,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  13th  -  15th  Aug.  In  CAERNARFON:  one  in 
Pwllheli  harbour  on  6lh  May  and  a  colour-ringed  bird  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  28th  May;  on 
ANGLESEY:  it  is  possible  that  all  the  records  on  the  island  relate  to  one  mobile  bird,  present 
from  the  start  of  the  year  until  12th  Sept.,  then  returning  on  25th  Nov.  It  mainly  frequented 
Malltraeth  but  also  seen  at  Aberffraw  on  4lh  Jan.,  Inland  Sea  and  Alaw  Est.  31st  Mar.  -  1st  Apr. 
and  29th  July  -  12th  Sept.  In  FLINT:  at  Connahs  Quay  20lh  Aug.  -  18th  Oct. 
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LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  GWYACH FACH 

(C)  Rather  uncommon  breeding  resident  on  well  vegetated  lakes,  marshes  and  water  courses; 
scarcer  in  the  land-locked  counties.  Winter  visitor. 

Breeding  records  (not  full  surveys)  received  were:  at  8  sites  in  GWENT,  including  30  pairs  on 
Newport  Wetlands;  at  9  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  at  8+  sites  in  GOWER;  at  5  sites  in 
CEREDIGION;  at  8+  sites  in  BRECON;  at  18  sites  in  RADNOR;  at  one  site  in  both 
MEIRIONNYDD  &  CAERNARFON;  10  pairs  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  and  pairs  at  Cors  Goch 
and  Valley  Wetlands,  all  ANGLESEY;  at  2  sites  in  FLINT. 


Monthly  maximum  counts: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J  J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  NWR 

4 

17 

14 

21 

17 

18  60 

44 

43 

20 

32 

8 

Pen-y-fan  Pond 

7 

12 

10 

E.  GLAM  Llan/Lis  Res 

10 

1 

16 

6 

Roath  Park  Lake 

25 

2! 

15 

24 

23 

Aberthaw  Lagoon 

21 

3 

3 

1 

6 

8 

6 

11 

7 

Ogmore  Est. 

3 

9 

4 

3 

3 

5 

BRECON  Talybont 

19 

17 

9 

9 

20 

14 

13 

CAERN.Traeth  Lafan 

8 

9 

4 

Foryd  Bay 

8 

9 

2 

3 

12 

14 

ANGLESEY  L.Alaw 

14 

9 

9 

Llyn  Cefni 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Other  large  counts  include  28  at  Hndwell  Pool,  RADNOR  on  18th  Dec.  and  20  at  Llyn  Coron, 
ANGLESEY  on  30th  Dec. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus  GWYACH  FA  WR  GOPOG 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke,  breeding  on  shallow, 
vegetated  lakes.  Shows  a  more  coastal  distribution  in  winter  and  recorded  on  passage  from 
several  counties. 

Monthly  counts  from  sites  were: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

s 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Llandegfedd  R 

11 

18 

19 

15 

14 

25 

56 

29 

20 

13 

7 

E.  GLAM. 

Cardiff  Bay 

6 

7 

11 

19 

14 

16 

11 

20 

17 

11 

6 

2 

Cosmeston 

6 

2 

2 

5 

11 

3 

2 

3 

KNNR 

6 

5 

6 

3 

2 

3 

4 

3 

7 

5 

6 

9 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GOWER 

Eglwys  Nunydd  R 

70 

145 

69 

25 

39 

16 

23 

47 

70 

117 

80 

35 

Baglan  Bay 

50 

102 

51 

128 

Blackpill 

210 

80 

26 

7 

4 

2 

72 

279 

327 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

21 

26 

36 

i 

27 

CAERN. 

Traeth  Lafan 

10 

25 

10 

120 

11 

124 

69 

DEN.  Towyn/Llanddulas 

20 

25 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  95  off  Aberavon  Sands,  GOWER  on  2nd  Nov.  (presumably 


the  Swansea  birds),  in  PEMBROKE:  22  off  Amroth  on  1 7h  Nov.  and  19  off  Angle  Bay  on  31st 
Jan.;  47  off  Benllech  Bach,  ANGLESEY  on  25lh  Jan.  and  20  on  Llyn  Coron  on  30th  Dec.  40 
off  Flint,  FLINT  on  27th  Sept. 

Breeding  was  proven:  in  GWENT:  2  broods  at  Bryn  Bach,  2  pairs  at  Bulmore  Lakes,  45  adults 
with  1  ly  from  10  broods  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  and  3  pairs,  4y  at  Newport  Wetlands;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  3  pairs  bred  at  Cosmeston  and  single  pairs  bred  at  Hendre  Lake  -  St  Mellons 
and  The  Wilderness  Pond  -  Porthcawl.  A  pair  was  observed  on  a  nest  at  Parc  Tredelerch  but 
there  were  no  reports  of  any  juvs.  Another  pair  probably  bred  at  Kenfig  Pool  where  two  large 
imms.  were  seen  on  8th  Sept.;  in  GOWER:  up  to  4  pairs  on  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.;  In 
CEREDIGION  bred  successfully  at  Llyn  Glanwgan  but  failed  at  Llyn  Frongoch  and  Nant  yr 
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Moch;  in  BRECON:  6-8  pairs  at  Llangorse,  few  of  which  made  serious  breeding  attempts,  with 
only  one  juvenile  was  seen  on  several  dates  from  1 1th  Aug.  Pairs  were  present  at  other  regular 
breeding  reservoir  sites:  Beacons  (two  pairs),  Cantref  (one  pair),  Usk  (one  pair),  Crai  (one 
pair),  Talybont  (four  pairs)  and  Pentwyn  (one  pair)  but  all  failed;  three  pairs  at  two  sites  in 
RADNOR;  in  MONTGOMERY:  2  pairs  at  Lake  Vyrnwy,  2  pairs  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  and  one 
pair  at  Llyn  Du  Meifod;  in  CAERNARFON:  pairs  at  Llyn  Eigiau,  Llyn  Idwal  and  juvs.  at  Afon 
Conwy;  On  ANGLESEY,  two  pairs  bred  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  and  pairs  at  Cors  Goch  and 
Valley  Wetlands. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  Podiceps  grisegena  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

(A)  Scarce  but  regular  winter  visitor. 

All  records  were:  off  Whiteford  Point,  GOWER  on  10th  Feb.;  in  PEMBROKE:  at  Angle  Bay 
26lh  Jan.  -  6th  Mar.,  and  at  Carew  Millpond  15th  Dec.  until  the  end  of  the  year;  at  Aberystwyth, 
CEREDIGION  on  30th  Dec. 


SLAVONIAN  GREBE  Podiceps  auritus  GWYACH  GORNIOG 

(B)  A  scarce  and  local  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  waters,  occasionally  recorded  on 


passage.  Rare  inland. 

Summary  of  multiple  winter  records: 


GLAMORGAN 
PEMBROKE 
CAERN.  /MEIRI. 
CAERNARFON 
ANGLESEY 


Burry  Inlet 
Angle  Bay 

M.  Bychan  /  Harlech/  Criccieth 
Traeth  Lafan 

Beddmanarch  /  Inland  Sea 


J  F  M  A 

3  5  12 

1  1 

7 

2  9  13 

3  2  4  4 


S  O  N  D 
2  4 

2 
3 

4  6 

11  13 


th 

Elsewhere,  singles  unless  stated:  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  5  Jan.;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  in  Cardiff  Bay  9th  Nov.  until  the  end  of  the  year;  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  at  Ynyslas, 
CEREDIGION  30th  Nov.  -  6th  Dec.  &  16th  Dec.;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  two  off  Llanaber, 
Barmouth  on  30lh  Mar.  and  one  off  Tonfanau  on  4th  Nov.;  at  Rhyl  Marine  Lake,  FLINT  on  1 1th 
Feb. 


BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  Podiceps  nigricollis  GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

(A)  Rare  winter  visitor  to  coastal  waters,  occasionally  recorded  on  passage.  A  regular 
visitor  in  small  numbers  only  to  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon.  Has  bred  on  Anglesey  in  the  past. 

All  records  received  were  of  singles:  at  Ynysyfro  Res.,  GWENT  on  20th  Dec.;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  21st  Sept,  and  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  11th  Oct.;  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on  22nd  &  31st  Aug.;  in  PEMBROKE:  at  Angle  Bay  12th  Jan.  -  1st  Mar. 
and  at  Llys-y-fran  22nd  Jan.  -  6th  Mar.;  at  Morfa  Dyfi,  MONTGOMERY  on  11th  Jan.;  at 
Shotwick  Lake,  FLINT  on  6th  Sept. 

HONEY  BUZZARD  Pernis  apivorus  BOD  Y  MEL 

(B)  First  confirmed  breeding  in  1992,  now  breeds  in  small  numbers.  Formerly  a  rare  summer 
visitor,  numbers  have  increased  throughout  the  1980’s  and  it  is  now  recorded  annually.  Wales 
-  Amber  listed. 

No  information  received  about  the  Welsh  breeding  population.  All  records  were  of  single 
migrants:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  one  came  in  off  the  Bristol  Channel  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on 
1 7th  May,  an  adult  female  over  Maesteg  on  2  lsl  Aug.  and  a  male  over  Rumney  Great  Wharf  on 
24th  Sept.;  in  GOWER:  one  over  Blaengwynfi  on  23ld  July. 
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A  satellite-tagged  male  was  recorded  in  woodland  between  Newbridge  and  Risca,  GWENT  at 
17:00h  on  15th  Aug  -  it  had  left  a  Welsh  nest  site  earlier  that  day.  Unfortunately,  due  to  poor 
weather,  no  further  transmissions  were  logged  until  ll:00h  on  20th  Aug  when  a  signal  was 
received  from  a  location  between  Melksham  and  Devizes,  with  the  last  signal  that  day  coming 
from  near  Petersfi  eld  at  17:00h.  Further  signals  revealed  that  the  bird  crossed  into  Morocco  on 
31st  Aug  and  appeared  to  spend  the  winter  in  western  Africa.  Sadly,  no  signals  have  been 
received  since  17th  Feb  2009  when  the  bird’s  position  was  given  as  Guinea. 


BLACK  KITE  Milvus  migrans  BARCUD  DU 

(A)  A  rare  migrant  from  Europe. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  one  over  Carmel  Head,  ANGFESEY  on  4lh  May. 

RED  KITE  Milvus  milvus  BARCUD  COCH 

(C)  Formerly  widespread ,  but  almost  eradicated  between  the  late  18tli  and  early  20th 
centuries.  Now  an  increasing  resident  breeder  in  Wales.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

For  the  first  time  over  500  occupied  territories  were  identified  (572  in  total,  over  100  more  than 
in  2007  an  increase  of  20%)  and  at  least  489  actual  nest  sites  were  located.  The  increase  in 
breeding  pairs  is  reflected  in  an  increase  in  range.  The  2008  distribution  of  the  572  known 
territorial  pairs,  by  Watsonian  vice  county  was  as  follows: 


County 

Territorial  Pairs 

Min.  Pairs  Rearing  Young 

Min.  Young  Reared 

BRECON 

62 

CAERNARFON 

3 

CEREDIGION 

208 

206 

133 

CARMARTHEN 

80 

DENBIGH 

2 

GOWER 

13 

10 

18 

GWENT 

4 

MEIRIONNYDD 

9 

MONTGOMERY 

55 

PEMBROKE 

16 

RADNOR 

1 12 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

2 

TOTAL 

572 

The  breeding  status  and/or  final  outcome  of  96  of  these  pairs  was  unknown  or  uncertain.  At 
least  489  pairs  were  known  to  have  built  nests  and  at  least  461  of  these  pairs  laid  eggs.  283 
pairs  were  known  to  have  reared  a  minimum  of  41 8  young. 

The  Welsh  Kite  Trust’s  collaboration  in  the  re-introduction  of  Red  Kites  to  Ireland  continued 
into  its  second  year.  This  year’s  target  of  53  chicks  was  almost  twice  that  for  2007  as  the  RSPB 
lead  project  in  Northern  Ireland  finally  got  the  necessary  consent.  Collection  of  chicks  was 
undertaken  with  the  assistance  of  teams  from  the  Golden  Eagle  Trust  and  RSPB  Northern 
Ireland.  53  chicks  were  collected  in  a  little  under  two  weeks  and  comprised  2  single  chicks 
from  nests  that  were  blown-down  by  high  winds,  43  chicks  taken  from  43  broods  of  two  and  8 
chicks  from  4  broods  of  3.  Twenty-seven  of  them  headed  off  to  Northern  Ireland  and  26  went 
to  join  last  year’s  releases  in  Co.  Wicklow.  Apart  from  these  53,  243  other  chicks  were  also 
ringed  which  represent  the  highest  number  of  young  ever  marked  in  a  single  season  in  Wales. 
Based  on  previous  figures  and  taking  into  account  the  increases  in  the  breeding  population 
recorded  this  year  the  Welsh  population  is  undoubtedly  in  the  region  of  750  -  900  breeding 
pairs  -  possibly  even  higher.  Data  from  Welsh  Kite  Trust. 
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WHITE-TAILED  EAGLE  Haliaeetus  al bicil la  ER  YR  Y  MOR 

(A)  A  rare  winter  visitor. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  one  over  Dolwyddelan,  Conwy  Valley,  CAERNARFON  on 
28th  Mar. 


MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus  BOD  Y  GWERNI 

(B)  An  increasing  passage  migrant ,  occasionally  overwinters. 

Only  sexed  records  are  included  in  this  analysis. 

Wintering  birds  included:  a  female  at  Newport  Wetlands,  GWENT  from  29th  Oct.  into  2009;  a 
male  at  Llanrhidian  Marsh,  GOWER  on  7th  Dec.;  a  male  on  the  Dyfi  Est.,  Ynyshir  &  Borth, 
CEREDIGION  11th  Nov.  -  11th  Dec.;  a  male  at  Penllyn  Marsh,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  13th 
Dec.;  on  ANGLESEY  males  at  Rhoscolyn  on  8th  Jan.  and  at  Llyn  Llywenan  on  the  26th  Jan  & 
16th  Nov.;  in  FLINT:  a  female  at  Oakenholt  on  1 1th  Jan. 

Spring  passage  of  males:  at  Loughor  Bridge,  GOWER  on  23,d  May;  in  CEREDIGION:  in  the 
Aeron  Valley,  near  Aberaeron  on  16th  Apr.,  at  Ynyshir  on  10th  May;  on  ANGLESEY:  a  second 
year  male  with  a  green  wingtag  on  its  left  wing  was  seen  on  passage  east  of  Amlwch  Port  on 
the  22nd  April.  It  had  been  ringed  as  a  chick  in  the  Tay  marshes  near  Dundee,  Scotland.  The 
usual  male  was  seen  displaying  at  Cors  Erddreiniog  on  the  2nd  May. 

Spring  passage  of  females  noted  at:  in  GWENT:  at  Newport  Wetlands,  10  Apr.;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN  at  Nantyffyllon  on  23,d  Apr.  and  another  NW  of  Llantwit  Major  on  4th  May; 
at  Llangloffan  Fen,  PEMBROKE  on  26th  Apr.;  at  Aberleri,  CEREDIGION  on  25th  July;  in 
MONTGOMERY:  at  Morfa  Dyfi  in  May;  on  ANGLESEY:  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  on  the  16th  - 
21st  Apr.  and  27th  May. 

In  autumn  female  /  Imms:  at  Newport  Wetlands,  GWENT  on  7th  Aug.  -  18th  Aug.;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN  at  Kenfig  on  3rd  &  6th  Aug.  and  23,d  Sept;  in  GOWER:  at  the  River 
Kenfig/Margam  Burrows  on  3rd  &  4th  Aug;  in  PEMBROKE:  on  Ramsey  27th  July,  at  the 
Dowrog  on  10th  Aug.,  on  Skomer  26th  &  27th  Sept,  and  at  Marloes  Mere  16th  -  20th  Oct.;  at 
Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  16th  -  28th  Aug.;  in  CAERNARFON:  one  over  Bardsey  on  25th  July 
and  another  on  17th  Sept.;  on  ANGLESEY  at  Bodedern  on  1st  July  and  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  the 
7th  Sept. 


HEN  HARRIER  Circus  cyaneus  BOD  TINWEN 

(C)  Small  numbers  breed  on  the  uplands  of  north  and  mid-Wales,  otherwise  a  winter  visitor 
and  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

Widely  recorded  outside  the  breeding  season  and  range.  Breakdown  of  other  records  for  each 
county  (for  some,  specific  sites  are  also  included),  separated  by  sex  where  given  (M  =  male,  J 
=  juv.,  1st  M  =  immature  male,  RT  =  ring-tail): 


GWENT 
E.  GLAM. 

Kenfig 
M.  Eglwysilan 


GOWER 


Llanrhidian 


J 

M 

M 

RT 


2M 


1  + 


F 

M 

2RT 

RT 

M 


2M 

RT 


M 

M 

2RT 

RT 


M 


RT 


RT 


M 

2RT 


O 

2RT 

3RT 

RT 

RT 

M 

3RT 


N 


2RT 


RT 


M 


2+ 


D 

RT 


M 

RT 

M 

RT 

2+ 
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j 

F 

M 

A  M 

A 

5 

o 

N 

D 

PEMB.  Else. 

2RT 

M 

2nd  M 

2RT 

Dowrog  /  Ramsey 

2RT 

RT 

2RT 

RT 

1st  M 

2RT 

RT 

Marloes  /  Skomer 

3RT 

RT 

RT 

2RT 

RT 

RT 

CERE.  Else. 

1 

2 

2 

i 

3+ 

1 

Dyfi  est. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

l 

2 

J 

2 

Cors  Caron 

1 

i 

1 

2 

o 

J 

BRECON 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

2M 

RT 

RT 

2RT 

RT 

6RT 

2RT 

MEIRI. 

RT 

RT 

M 

CAERN.  Else. 

2RT 

M 

2M 

RT 

M 

RT 

M 

Bardsey 

Imm 

2RT 

RT 

ANGLE.  Else. 

M 

RT 

Malltraeth 

RT 

RT 

RT 

2RT 

RT 

M 

M 

RT 

RT 

DENBIGH 

2M 

RT 

RT 

M 

M 

FLINT 

4RT 

RT 

5RT 

2RT 

RT 

Breeding  information: 

seven 

pairs 

in  RADNOR; 

seven 

pairs 

bred  on 

the 

Migneint, 

MEIRIONNYDD;  five  pairs  bred  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY,  fledging  8  young  and 
another  pair  just  outside  the  reserve  fledged  3  young;  six  pairs  nested  in  North  East  Wales,  29 
eggs  were  laid,  2 1  y  fledged,  3.5y/nest  (WRSG). 

GOSHAWK  Accipiter  gentilis  GWALCH  MARTH 

(C)  An  increasing  breeding  resident  in  all  Welsh  counties. 

The  only  breeding  information  received  was:  3  pairs  in  the  western  valleys  of  GWENT,  while 
in  the  east  &  southeast,  16  nests,  15  of  which  were  monitored.  3  failed,  average  productivity 
of  2.07;  reported  at  23  locations  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  with  breeding  at  4  sites;  at  least  1 1 
territorial  pairs  in  PEMBROKE,  two  possible  breeding  attempts  in  CEREDIGION;  7  in 
BRECON;  24-27  pairs  in  RADNOR;  seen  at  5  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  5  pairs  at  Lake 
Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  and  9  pairs  located  during  a  survey  of  the  Dyfnant  forest;  reported 
from  6  sites  in  CAERNARFON,  at  4  sites  on  ANGLESEY,  at  2  sites  in  DENBIGH  and  one  in 
FLINT. 

SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter  nisus  GWALCH  GLAS 

(D)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  throughout  Wales,  some  evidence  that  it  is 
declining  where  Goshawks  are  widespread. 

BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  B  WNCA  TH 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  throughout  all  of  Wales. 

A  count  of  43  worming  on  three  fields  between  Bronllys  and  Three  Cocks,  BRECON  on  25lh 
Oct.  Data  from  WRSG,  of  45  nesting  attempts  in  Clwyd,  100  eggs  laid.  68  y  fledged, 
1.51y/nest. 
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OSPREY  P auction  haliaetus  GWALCH  Y PYSGOD 


(B)  An  annual  spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant  which  has 

increased 

in  parallel  with  the 

Scottish  breeding  population.  First  recorded  breeding  in  2004,  although 

a  nest  was  built  in 

2003. 

Apart  from  the  above,  approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 

Mar. 

Apr.  May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept.  Oct.  Dec 

GWENT 

1 

l 

1 

2-3 

E.  GLAM. 

1 

1 

2  1 

1 

2 

GOWER  Burry 

2 

3  1  + 

Elsewhere 

2  1 

PEMBROKE 

2 

2 

5 

CERE. 

3 

1  2 

2 

1  1 

BRECON 

1 

1  1  1 

2 

4 

RADNOR 

1 

5 

2 

5 

MEIR1. 

CAERN. 

3 

2  1 

1  + 

Bardsey 

1 

7 

ANGLESEY 

1 

1 

3 

2 

DENBIGH 

5 

2 

1 

1 

FLINT 

2 

2 

2 

One  Aberaeron,  CEREDIGION  on  7th 

Dec. 

Breeding  / 

summering 

information: 

:  3  chicks  fledged  from  the  pair  on  the  Glaslyn, 

CAERNARFON/  MEIRIONNYDD;  two  birds  summered  on  the  Dyfi  (not  included  in  above 
table),  CEREDIGION  /  MONTGOMERY,  23ld  Apr.  until  early  Sept.;  for  the  past  three  years 
a  bird  has  been  present  at  Malltraeth  Sands,  ANGLESEY  on  and  off  throughout  the  summer 
months  using  the  same  post  on  which  to  eat  its  Mullet. 


KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus  CUDYLL  COCH 

(C)  Rather  scarce  breeding  resident  throughout  Wales.  Partial  and  passage  migrant  in  small 
numbers  to  some  counties.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Incomplete  breeding  information  includes:  bred  at  4  sites  in  GWENT;  reported  from  78 
locations  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  and  bred  at  least  5;  bred  /  probably  bred  at  8  sites  on  GOWER; 
31  territorial  pairs  in  PEMBROKE;  in  BRECON  6  breeding  territories;  at  least  9  territories  in 
RADNOR;  in  MONTGOMERY:  reported  from  14  locations;  3  pairs  reported  on  territory  in 
MEIRIONNYDD.  At  least  4  pairs  bred  on  ANGLESEY.  WRSG  -  of  9  nesting  attempts  in 
Clwyd,  44  eggs  laid,  32y  fledged,  3.56y/nest. 

Passage  noted  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  with  24  in  August/September. 


MERLIN  Falco  columbarius 


CUDYLL  BACH 


(B)  Scarce  breeding  resident ,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Wales  -  Amber  listed 


Breeding  records  included:  at  3  areas  in  BRECON;  8  pairs  found  in  RADNOR;  in 
MONTGOMERY:  5  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy,  three  of  which  reared  a  total  of  10  young;  in 
MEIRIONNYDD:  6  pairs  on  the  Migneint;  3  nesting  attempts  in  Clwyd,  1 1  eggs  laid,  9y 
Hedged,  3.0y/nest  (WRSG). 


A  summary  of 

non- 

-breeding  records: 

✓ 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J  J  A  S 

0 

GWENT 

2 

5 

4 

2 

1  2 

8 

E.  GLAM. 

14 

9 

6 

7 

6  8  6 

15 

GOWER 

5 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

6 

PEMB. 

9 

12 

10 

6 

3 

1  1 

16 

MEIRI. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

CAERN. 

1 

4 

9 

4 

1  1  5 

7 

ANGLE. 

1 1 

4 

7 

4 

1 

4 

5 

N  D 

7  5 

9  2 

8  3 

20  1 1 

1 

4  1 

8  11 
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HOBBY  Falco  subbuteo  HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

(B)  Rare  breeding  summer  visitor  in  at  least  four  counties  with  a  total  breeding  population  of 
approximately  30  pairs.  Elsewhere  a  rare  passage  migrant,  although  a  few  summer  on 
occasion.  Wales  - Amber  listed. 


Breeding  information  as  follows:  4+  pairs  in  GWENT;  reported  from  12  locations  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN  but  no  evidence  of  breeding;  at  one  site  in  CEREDIGION;  at  3  sites  in 
BRECON;  7  pairs  in  RADNOR;  one  pair  in  MONTGOMERY;  one  pair  in  DENBIGH. 


Approximate  monthly  totals  of  non- 

-breeding  birds: 

Apr.  May 

June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct.  Nov. 

GWENT  2  14 

1  1 

19 

19 

13 

2 

E.  GLAM.  2  9 

9 

2 

3 

7 

GOWER  4 

1 

PEMBROKE  1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

CERE.  1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

MEIRI. 

2 

CAERN.  1 

ANGLESEY 

1 

1 

DENBIGH  1 

1 

FLINT  1 

4 

PEREGRINE  Falco  peregrinus 

HEBOG  TRAMOR 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in 

all  counties, 

increasing  in 

recent 

years  to  a  breeding 

population  of  more  than  300  pairs.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  information  as  follows  (not  complete  surveys):  9  pairs  in  GWENT;  in  EAST 
GLAMORGAN:  21  pairs  bred  and  a  minimum  of  35y  Hedged;  a  minimum  of  42  occupied 
territories  in  PEMBROKE,  37  pairs  nested  and  at  least  38y  fledged;  16  occupied  territories  in 
BRECON;  19  occupied  sites  in  RADNOR;  a  total  of  1 1  nesting  attempts  in  CLWYD,  34  eggs 
laid,  24y  fledged,  2.18y/nest. 


WATER  RAIL  Rail  us  aquaticus  RHEGEN  Y  DWR 

(C)  A  scarce  breeding  resident,  more  commonly  recorded  as  a  passage  migrant  and  winter 
visitor  to  all  counties.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  records  received  were  (numbers  refer  to  territorial  males):  10  pairs  recorded  at 
Newport  Wetlands,  GWENT;  at  least  3  territories  on  the  Teifi  Marshes,  PEMB./CERE.;  in 
BRECON:  two  pairs  bred  at  Llangorse,  two  pairs  were  on  territory  at  Y  Gors  and  one  at  Gors 
Llwyn;  at  6  sites  in  RADNOR;  on  ANGLESEY:  4+  males  calling  at  Cors  Erddreiniog,  19 
singing  males  at  Valley  Wetlands  and  a  further  13  calling  males  were  at  Malltraeth  RSPB. 
Maximum  autumn  &  winter  concentrations  were: 


GWENT 


PEMB. 


PEMB./CERE. 

BRECON 

CAERN/DEN. 


NWR 
Llanwern 
Skomer 
Bosherston 
Llangloffan  Fen 
Teifi  Marshes 
Llangorse  Lake 
Conwy  RSPB 


J 

7 


F 

3 


M 

6 

2 

1 

2 


A 

1 


A 

7 


5 

5 

2 

14 


5 

3 


O 

1 

2 

13 


N 

7 


D 

4 

5 

6 
4 


A  total  of  41  were  counted  along  the  length  of  Kenfig  River,  E.  GLAMORGAN,  from  the 
castle  to  the  rivermouth  on  7th  Dec. 
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SPOTTED  CRAKE  Porzana porzana  RHEGEN FRA/TH 

(A)  Rare  vagrant  and  occasional  breeder. 

t  h 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  one  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  on  1 7  Sept. 


CORNCRAKE  Crex  crex 
(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

The  only  records  were  of 


RHEGEN  YR  YD 


flushed  individuals  on  islands  in  September:  on  Skomer, 


PEMBROKE  on  the  29lh  and  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  the  13Ih. 


MOORHEN  Gal l inula  chloropus  IAR  DDWR 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor,  widespread  thoughout  Wales. 
Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


GWENT 

NWR 
M-B  Canal 


20 

20 


15 

32 


M 

21 

48 


M 


14 


1 

20 


67  at  Malltraeth  RSPB,  ANGLESEY  on  18th  Feb. 


A 


56 


44 

48 


O 

30 

57 


N 

19 

62 


D 

20 

63 


COOT  Fulica  atra  CWTIAR 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor,  widespread  throughout  Wales. 
Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 
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N 
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GWENT 

NWR 

61 

62 

64 

62 

29 

46 

81 

105 

149 

164 

130 

127 

Ynysfro 

123 

58 

32 

10 

11 

18 

43 

88 

101 

87 

91 

94 

Llandeg. 

24 

86 

18 

9 

44 

48 

28 

29 

25 

20 

Bryn  Bach 

E.  GLAM. 

45 

60 

40 

20 

15 

34 

35 

120 

Kenfig 

236 

165 

Roath  Pk 
GOWER 

155 

170 

Eg.  Nun. 
PEMB. 

5 

4 

7 

8 

6 

7 

14 

23 

42 

67 

21 

3 

Bosher. 

230 

59 

50 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

573 

182 

192 

32 

46 

34 

40 

110 

80 

353 

469 

508 

Talybont 

18 

13 

10 

14 

56 

66 

43 

55 

27 

7 

Brechfa 

13 

14 

18 

12 

14 

22 

32 

42 

44 

29 

27 

0 

ANGLE 

Cemlyn 

82 

37 

Llyn  Alaw 
Llyn  Cefni 

121 

169 

156 

108 

West  Wylfa 

83 

71 

91 

120  in  Cardiff  Bay,  E.  GLAMORGAN  in  July  and  81  at  Connahs  Quay,  FLINT  on  10th  Nov. 
Large  breeding  counts  included  in  GWENT:  9  broods  on  Llandegfedd  Res.  and  1 1  broods  on 
Uskmouth. 


COMMON  CRANE  Grus  grus  GAW4N 

(A)  Rare  visitor  from  Europe. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  one  at  Garreg  Llwyd,  CARMARTHEN  on  29th  Apr.  2007. 
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OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostrcilegus  PIODEN  Y  MOR 

(C)  A  common ,  chiefly  coastal,  breeding  species  and  abundant  winter  visitor  to  all  coastal 
areas  of  Wales. 

Sizeable  flocks  of  this  species  occur  all  round  the  Welsh  coast  and  the  monthly  max.  for  the 
main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1000  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  known. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GOWER 

Blackpill 

2741 

2470 

1280 

199 

210 

255 

709 

2600 

3500 

2106 

2700 

3781 

Jersey 

Marine 

160 

1500 

400 

270 

350 

800 

900 

1100 

1200 

355 

Whiteford 

3000 

456 

450 

500 

1100 

800 

1840 

3000 

610 

3000 

3500 

5900 

Llanrhidian 

700 

160 

1 

2600 

80 

360 

490 

600 

Wemff/Croft 

3800 

3000 

1620 

2 

2500 

3550 

4000 

5400 

4600 

5860 

Total  Burry  S 
CAERN. 

12100 

3640 

1620 

90 

1 100 

800 

5064 

6400 

4220 

9020 

13340 

10350 

Traeth  Lafan 
FLINT 

200 

4194 

3427 

4721 

5611 

Point  of  Air 

2500 

2500 

2000 

1000 

300 

1200 

100 

4500 

4000 

4500 

3000 

2500 

Bagillt  Bank 

3300 

1750 

120 

110 

400 

400 

450 

470 

660 

1550 

1200 

700 

Oakenholt  * 

1600 

1000 

530 

500 

340 

170 

400 

1020 

840 

2000 

800 

150 

Mostyn 

2700 

5500 

1200 

6518 

550 

535 

1900 

865 

3290 

745 

6000 

5500 

*  Represents  maxima  for  Oakenholt  Marsh  Reserve  and  Connah’s  Quay  Nature  Reserve 
Other  notable  counts  were:  FLINT:  A  flock  of  1,000  was  reported  at  Gronant  on  3ui  June. 

Breeding  records  were  GWENT:  The  only  confirmed  breeding  record  was  of  a  pair  on  a  nest 
with  three  eggs  on  the  Saltmarsh  grasslands  at  Newport  Wetlands;  the  outcome  is  not  known; 
PEMBROKE:  confirmed  breeding  on  Grassholm,  Ramsey  and  Skomer  (52+  pairs); 
CEREDIGION:  the  sole  breeding  record  received  came  from  Aberarth  where  a  pair  bred  on  the 
cliff;  BRECONSEIIRE:  a  pair  sporadically  reported  at  Ffordd  Fawr  from  12th  Apr.  until  early 
June,  but  breeding  was  not  confirmed.  Another  single  was  at  Llangasty  on  1 1  May;  in 
RADNOR:  two  pairs  attempted  to  breed  along  the  lower  Wye;  in  MONTGOMERY:  2  pairs 
failed  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  one  pair  reared  2  young  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  and  present  at 
Llandinam;  MEIRIONNYDD:  two  pairs  were  on  Penllyn  Marsh,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of 
breeding  until  19th  June,  when  a  nest  with  two  eggs  was  found,  but  this  had  failed  by  18th  July. 
Eight  birds  were  sitting  on  the  Broadwater  by  mid  May,  all  but  one  on  little  raised  clumps  of 
grass.  Unfortunately  the  saltings  were  flooded  by  a  heavy  rainstorm  and  all  nests  failed.  Two 
birds  were  sitting  on  second  clutches  on  20th  June,  four  on  the  23,d  and  six  on  the  30th.  All 
these  nests  failed  and  the  progressive  pattern  of  losses  here  suggested  Mink  or  Otter  predation. 
A  pair  may  have  attempted  breeding  on  Tonfanau  Beach  with  recently  Hedged  young  noted 
later  by  a  different  observer.  Fledged  young  were  noted  at  Llwyngwril.  There  was  one  bird 
sitting  and  two  feeding  nearby  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  3  June;  CAERNARFON:  a  minimum 
of  82  pairs  held  territory  on  Bardsey,  two  more  than  last  year  and  8.9%  more  than  the  1998- 
2008  mean.  During  the  summer  49  nests  were  located  and  a  minimum  of  19  young  was  known 
to  have  fledged  from  these  nests.  This  gives  a  productivity  figure  of  0.39  chicks  per  pair.  A  pair 
nested  between  two  palettes  of  bricks  at  Jewsons  near  Pwllheli  harbour;  ANGLESEY:  a  pair 
with  2  young  at  the  Alaw  estuary  on  2nd  July,  14  pairs  bred  around  the  RSPB's  South  Stack 
reserve  and  10  pairs  bred  at  Cemlyn,  with  breeding  also  recorded  at  the  Inland  Sea.; 
DENBIGH:  adults  were  recorded  at  three  inland  sites  during  the  breeding  season.  A  single  bird 
was  seen  NE  of  Llyn  Brenig  on  10th  April,  a  pair  was  seen  at  Wrexham,  GF  between  21st  April 
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and  27th  May  and  2  birds  were  seen  at  Borras,  Wrexham  on  22nd  Apr.:  FLINT:  breeding  was 
confirmed  at  Shotton,  Oakenholt  NR  and  Connah’s  Quay  Nature  Reserve  . 

BLACK- WING  ED  STILT  Himantopus  himantopus  HIRGOES 

(A )  Very  rare  visitor 

The  17th  Welsh  record  was  of  an  individual  first  seen  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  27th  Apr.  - 
4th  May,  then  at  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  5th  -  9th  May. 

AVOCET  Recurvirostra  avosetta  CAMBIG 

(A)  Now  breeds  at  Newport  Wetlands;  elsewhere  a  scarce  visitor 

GWENT:  The  first  returning  breeding  birds  at  Newport  Wetlands  were  noted  on  12lh  Mar. 
when  one  was  seen  being  taken  by  a  Peregrine.  The  population  which  uses  the  saline  lagoons  at 
Goldcliff  continues  to  increase  gradually  year  on  year  with  seven  pairs  raising  at  least  12  young 
this  season.  There  was  also  an  unsuccessful  breeding  attempt  on  the  nearby  Saltmarsh 
grasslands  by  a  pair  which  had  almost  certainly  failed  earlier  on  the  Goldcliff  lagoons.  As  in 
2007,  a  small  influx  was  noted  during  Sep,  the  count  of  1 1  on  18th  increasing  to  24  by  29th; 
most  birds  departed  by  mid-Oct,  leaving  five  through  to  the  end  of  the  year.  There  was  only  one 
record  away  from  Newport  Wetlands  -  a  single  bird  was  present  at  Peterstone  Wentlooge  on  6lh 
April;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  up  to  4  were  present  in  the  area  between  Rumney  Gt  Wharf  and 
Cardiff  Heliport  bay  from  5th  to  16th  Feb  and  9  were  seen  on  23td;  CAERNARFON:  One  was 
found  flying  around  the  Narrows  on  Bardsey  on  the  afternoon  of  16lh  May;  ANGLESEY:  One 
was  at  Cemlyn  on  the  17th  and  18lh  May,  possibly  the  same  bird  as  the  one  recorded  on 
Bardsey;  FLINTSHIRE:  There  were  5  adults  at  Oakenholt  Marsh  Reserve  on  18th  Feb.  with  4 
here  on  19th  March,  and  2  at  Connah’s  Quay  Nature  Reserve  on  14lh  Sept.  . 

STONE  CURLEW  B urhinus  oedicnemus  RHEDWR  Y MOELYDD 

(A)  Vagrant. 

One  on  the  shingle  and  pebble  headland  between  Llanrhystud  and  Llansantffraed, 
CEREDIGION  on  8dl  -9th  Aug. 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

(C)  A  summer  visitor,  breeding  in  small  numbers  on  the  gravel  shoals  of  rivers  in  south  and 
East  Wales  and  on  industrial  sites  in  north-east  Wales.  Elsewhere  it  is  an  uncommon  passage 
migrant. 

GWENT:  On  spring  passage,  birds  were  recorded  from  18  March.  Max  9  at  Goldcliff  lagoons 
on  4th  April.  Breeding  was  confirmed  at  only  one  site,  where  four  pairs  were  on  eggs  in  mid- 
May.  Display  was  also  noted  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  in  late  Apr  and  early  May.  On  Autumn 
passage,  juveniles  were  seen  at  both  Peterstone  Wentlooge  and  Gam  Lakes  in  mid-July,  with 
records  from  several  sites  until  22nd  Aug.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  Up  to  10  were  reported  at 
Llanilid  and  breeding  was  confirmed  with  at  least  three  nests  and  several  chicks  observed. 
Breeding  was  also  confirmed  at  East  Aberthaw  Quarry  with  2  nests  but  no  chicks  seen. 
Elsewhere,  there  was  1  was  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  3  Jul,  and  1  at  Ogmore  Est  on  16th  Apr  and  19th 
Oct,  this  being  the  last  report;  GOWER:  bred  at  Felindre  and  up  to  four  birds  observed 
displaying  at  Castell-du  in  the  Upper  Loughor.  Two  at  Pontardulais  saltmarsh  on  29th  May  and 
one  over  Crumlyn  Burrows  on  21sl  July;  CEREDIGION:The  first  of  the  year  was  at  Cors  Caron 
where  two  were  present  on  22nd  April,  with  a  single  bird  noted  there  on  1st,  2nd  and  30th  May. 
Two  were  at  Ynys-hir  on  12th  June  and  one  here  on  19th.  Two  were  at  Cors  Caron  on  8th  July 
and  finally  one  on  the  Dyfi  estuary  saltings  on  the  very  late  date  of  18th  Oct.;  BRECON:  The 
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first  bird  returned  to  Llangasty  on  24th  March  with  a  pair  there  by  the  31C  Four  passage  birds 
were  with  these  on  1 1th  April.  After  intensive  coverage  of  suitable  sites  for  the  BTO  survey  in 
2007,  relatively  few  sites  were  visited  in  2008.  Four  pairs  bred  along  the  River  Usk  between 
Pencelli  and  Scethrog,  two  pairs  probably  bred  on  the  Wye  at  Ffordd  Fawr,  with  breeding  also 
confirmed  at  both  Llangasty  and  Garnlydan.  Breeding  success  was  poor  in  a  year  of  high 
summer  river  levels,  and  the  Llangasty  and  Garnlydan  pairs  failed  at  egg  stage.  This  latter  pair 
may  have  moved  to  Cwar  y  Duffryn  later  in  the  season.  Eight  birds  at  Ffordd  Fawr  on  4  July 
included  no  juveniles;  in  RADNOR:  five  pairs  along  the  lower  Wye,  but  much  disturbed  by 
canoeists;  in  MONTGOMERY:  3  pairs  fledged  4y  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  a  pair  was  also  seen  at 
Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas;  MEIRIONNYDD:  There  were  five  to  six  pairs  on  territory  at  Llyn 
Trawsfynydd  on  3ld  June,  one  with  two  chicks;  ANGLESEY:  One  west  of  Wylfa  on  18th  April 
and  one  at  the  Alaw  estuary  on  28th  April  were  the  only  sightings;  CAERNARFON  / 
DENBIGH:  Single  birds  were  recorded  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  27th  April,  29th  July  (juvenile)  and 
1st  Aug.;  DENBIGH:  A  pair  was  sighted  south  of  Fenns  Moss  on  12lh  June;  FLINT:  The 
earliest  record  was  a  male  on  15th  March  at  Connah’s  Quay  Nature  Reserve.  Records  came 
from  six  locations:  Connah’s  Quay  Nature  Reserve,  Fagl  Lane  Quarry  at  Hope,  NW  of 
Rhuddlan,  Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  reserve,  Connah’s  Quay  (Wepre  Brook)  and  Queensferry. 

tE 

Nesting  was  confirmed  at  Connah’s  Quay  Nature  Reserve.  Inner  Marsh  Farm  had  5  on  18 
July,  with  2  on  20th  July  being  the  latest  record. 

RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

(C)  A  scarce  breeder,  concentrated  principally  in  the  north-west  (Llyn  peninsula  and  Anglesey) 
and  the  mid-section  of  the  south  coast.  It  is  also  a  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
to  all  coastal  areas. 


Widespread  around  the  Welsh  coast.  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  100 
at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D. 

GWENT 

Goldcliff 

E.  GLAM 

15 

6 

51 

30 

6 

4 

120 

12 

4 

10 

Kenfig  Pool 
GOWER 

1 

- 

15 

30 

- 

" 

121 

33 

" 

- 

- 

Blackpill 

260 

260 

2 

2 

3 

45 

56 

280 

360 

560 

Burry  S 

5 

15 

10 

400 

400 

P. Talbot 
PEMB 

6 

21 

24 

6 

12 

9 

6 

240 

30 

10 

3 

Angle  Bay 
CERE 

15 

2 

80+ 

100+ 

34 

Teifi  est 

22 

22 

5 

47 

145 

33 

1 

21 

30 

18 

35 

20 

Ynys-hir 

36 

150 

160 

86 

Ynyslas 

ANGLE 

18 

590 

Alaw  Est. 

162 

491 

53 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 

6 

4 

12 

6 

60 

5 

100 

100 

7 

6 

Other  large  counts  were:  MEIRIONNYDD:  Spring  migration  in  the  Tonfanau/Broadwater  area 
from  2L1  April  to  3ui  June  involved  at  least  800-1000  birds,  with  a  max  count  of  350  on  the  26th 
May.  Inland  in  RADNOR  4  at  Llowes  on  17lh  May  and  one  at  Maelinydd  on  16th  May. 

Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  GWENT:  A  female  with  4  recently  hatched 
chicks  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  on  7th  May,  with  broods  of  1  and  3  two-day-old  chicks  seen  here  on 
26th  July;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  There  were  no  breeding  reports  although  juvs  were  seen  on 
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Kenfig  Sands  on  26th  Jul  and  at  Portobello  on  18lh  Aug.;  GOWER:  bred  at  Whiteford,  5  pairs, 
Baglan,  3  pairs  and  probably  bred  at  Port  Talbot,  Port  Eynon,  Oxwich,  and  Felindre; 
CEREDIGION:  At  Ynyslas  possibly  6  pairs  bred,  four  young  were  seen  and  one  survived..  A 
pair  nested  at  Tanybwlch,  another  traditional  site  with  a  high  level  of  disturbance; 
BRECONSHIRE:  A  pair  was  present  on  the  Sailing  Club  meadow  at  Llangorse  Lake 
throughout  June  and  early  July,  but  their  behaviour  did  not  suggest  breeding; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  Two  territories  were  found  on  the  Tywyn  end  of  Penllyn  Beach,  outcome 
unknown.  Two  pairs  on  Tonfanau  beach  failed,  a  third,  however,  fledged  young.  A  pair 
fledged  young  at  Llwyngwril,  and  eight  adults  were  displaying  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  3,d 
June,  indicating  four  possible  pairs;  CAERNARFON:  There  were  two  pairs  at  Morfa  Madryn 
on  6th  July,  two  pairs  were  holding  territory  at  Porth  y  Nant  on  6th  May  and  17th  June,  with  one 
performing  distraction  display  on  the  latter  date,  and  a  pair  were  performing  distraction  display 
at  Porth  Pistyll  on  12th  June;  ANGLESEY:  3  pairs  bred  at  Cemlyn  with  at  least  4  chicks  seen, 
and  two  pairs  bred  on  the  Inland  Sea;  DENBIGHSHIRE:  Confirmed  breeding  at  sites  W  of 
Towyn  and  W  of  Pensam  beach;  FLINTSHIRE:  Breeding  was  confirmed  at  Gronant  on  4th 
July  when  2  chicks  were  ringed. 

DOTTEREL  C.  morinellus  HUTAN  Y  MYNYDD 

(A)  An  occasional  breeder,  otherwise  a  regular  but  uncommon  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn. 
Spring  records  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  pair  were  present  at  Mynydd  Eglwysilan  from  2nd  to 
4lh  May.  This  was  the  first  record  since  2004;  BRECONSHIRE:  Numerically,  passage  in  spring 
was  the  best  for  many  years.  Four  were  found  and  photographed  with  Golden  Plover  along  the 
Roman  Road,  Cwmwysg  on  20th  April.  Then  followed  a  ‘trip’  of  at  least  30  birds  spread  across 
100  metres  of  short-cropped  grassland  at  Pen  y  Manllwyn.  Black  Mountains  on  5th  May, 
easily  exceeding  the  previous  county  record  of  12  in  1993;  3  at  Red  Hill,  RADNOR  on  9th 
May;  MEIRIONNYDD:  There  was  one  on  Arenig  Fawr,  Migneint,  on  4th.  May; 
CAERNARFON:  In  the  Carneddau,  there  was  one  on  Drum  on  28th  April,  3  on  the  summit  of 
Foel  Fras  on  22nd  April,  5  here  and  two  on  Foel  Grach  on  3rd  May,  10  on  Foel  Fras  and  4  on 
the  summit  of  Llwytmor  on  5th  May  ,  two  on  Foel  Fras  on  6th  May  and  9  on  Llwytmor  on  9th 
May  .  Coastal  records  were  one  on  Bardsey  on  8th  May  and  two  on  a  re-seeded  field  at  Dinas 
Dinlle  on  10th  May;  ANGLESEY:  A  male  and  female  were  on  the  Range  on  the  15th  -  17th  May 
On  return  passage:  PEMBROKE:  Two  juvs.  on  Dale  Airfield  on  the  30lh  &  31st  Aug  and  a  juv. 
on  Skomer  on  the  16th  Sept  (the  6th  island  record);  CEREDIGION:  For  the  second  successive 
year  the  sole  record  was  of  one  flying  over  Pant  Llidiart  at  Trisant  on  12th  Oct.; 
BRECONSHIRE:  A  single  on  Corn  Ddu,  Beacons  on  the  evening  of  10th  Sept.; 
CAERNARFON:  One  flew  over  Gamedd  Uchaf  in  the  Carneddau  on  23ld  Aug.;  ANGLESEY: 
Two  were  on  the  Range  on  the  17th  September 

2007:  CAERNARFON:  Two  on  Foel  Fras  on  4th  May  2007. 

AMERICAN  GOLDEN  PLOVER  P.  dominica  CWTIAD  AUR  AMERICA 

(A)  A  rare  American  vagrant. 

Two  accepted  records  this  year,  both  from  ANGLESEY.  An  adult  in  full  summer  plumage  was 
at  Cemlyn  on  the  30lh  May  until  the  3rd  June.  Possibly  the  same  bird  was  then  seen  on  the  Isle 
of  Man  before  reappearing  on  Anglesey  at  the  Alaw  Estuary  on  the  25th  until  the  27th  June. 

Then  in  autumn,  a  1st  w  at  Cemlyn  14th  Oct. 


149 


GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria  CWTIAD  AUR 

(C)  A  scarce  and  declining  breeding  species,  found  chiefly  on  the  upland  plateaux  of  Denbigh, 
Meirionnydd,  Radnor,  Ceredigion  and  Brecon. 

Records  are  rather  incomplete  but  monthly  max.  at  major  wintering  areas  (holding  400  at  least 
once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E.  GLAM 

Kenfig  Sands 

561 

5 

120 

70 

2 

350 

400 

20 

Rest  Bay/Sker 

700 

200 

250 

350 

339 

550 

300 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

1400 

4005 

2000 

120 

800 

2280 

2250 

PEMB 

Cleddau  complex 

1340 

61 

509 

2851 

Castlemartin  Corse 

1000 

600 

800 

Castlemartin  Range 
Freshwater  West 

1000 

400 

3500 

1000 

Hook 

2500 

500 

1000 

2000 

Stack  Rocks 

Tegryn 

500 

1000 

1200 

1000 

CERE 

Dyfi  est 

2450 

300 

620 

261 

1700 

1420 

2206 

Aberaeron-Llanrhyst 

523 

320 

5 

540 

303 

300 

CAERN 

Morfa  Dinlle 

1260 

300 

110 

360 

600 

ANGLE 

Aberffraw 

1 100 

1000 

150 

Alaw  estuary 

413 

324 

Cemlyn 

210 

400 

200 

113 

328 

300 

tVi 

Other  large  winter  flocks  in  coastal  counties  were:  CEREDIGION:  1400  at  Ynys-hir  on  26 
Feb,  with  600  here  on  12th  April  and  2,100  on  27th  Nov.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  c600  behind  the 
Tywyn  sewage  works  in  early  December,  700  at  the  Broadwater  in  late  December;  FLINT: 
400  at  Shotwick  Fields  on  25th  Feb. 

Records  from  inland  counties  were:  BRECON:  Flocks  were  present  at  the  usual  upland 
locations,  but  wintering  numbers  were  lower  than  usual.  Wintering  max.  counts  in  the  first 
winter  period  were  40  at  Cwmowen  on  30th  January,  74  at  Roman  Road  on  2nd  February  and  30 
at  Cefn  Llechid  on  15th  February.  In  the  second  winter  period,  counts  were  lower  still  with  8  on 
Fforest  Fach  on  2nd  December  and  5  on  Ffrwdd  Wen,  Epynt  on  the  12th.  Larger  numbers  were 
recorded  on  passage,  with  181  on  Mynydd  Fforest  on  1st  March,  140  on  Mynydd  Illtyd  on  22nd 
March,  and  162  on  Roman  Road  the  next  day.  Autumn  peak  counts  were  231  resting  on 
Llandefalle  Hill  on  18th  Oct.  with  330  there  on  22nd,  and  130  on  Mynydd  Illtyd  5th  Nov.  with 
180  there  on  25th  Nov.;  270  at  Hergest  Ridge,  RADNOR  on  8th  Nov. 

Breeding  records  or  records  indicating  possible  breeding  were:  CEREDIGION:  A  single  bird 
was  behaving  territorially  by  Talybont  wind  farm  on  4th  May;  BRECON:  One  pair  on  territory 
was  located  in  the  Black  Mountains  in  early  May,  and  an  agitated  pair  with  chicks  in  the  south 
of  the  county  on  13th  July;  1 1  pairs  at  three  site  in  RADNOR;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Two  males  in 
breeding  plumage  were  calling  nr  Foel  Boeth,  Migneint,  on  24lh  May.  One  pair  was  located  on 
the  Migneint  in  the  breeding  season.  There  were  two  on  the  Broadwater  on  26  July. 


150 


GREY  PLOVER  P.  squatarola  CWTIAD  LLWYD 

(C)  A  widespread  and  common  winter  visitor  to  Welsh  estuaries  and  spring  &  autumn  migrant. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Newport  Wet 
GOWER 

205 

12 

10 

24 

15 

20 

16 

119 

80 

40 

Burry  S 

130 

590 

1  15 

35 

4 

70 

125 

45 

160 

ANGLE 

Alaw  est. 

113 

38 

27 

12 

13 

15 

18 

1 

52 

20 

FLINT 

Dee  :  P.  Air 

92 

70 

31 

15 

30 

25 

20 

30 

Other  large  counts  included:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  40  at  Rhymney  Gt  Wharf  on  27th  Feb. 


LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus 


CORNCHWIGLEN 


(C)  Rapidly  declining  breeder  -  almost  extinct  as  a  breeder  in  many  counties.  It  is  also  a  winter 
visitor,  principally  in  coastal  areas  and  especially  when  there  is  hard  weather  to  the  east. 
Regular  counts  at  the  main  wintering  areas  (holding  counts  of  500  at  least  once)  are  tabulated 
as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec 

GWENT 

Newport  Wetlands 

2999 

1921 

36 

163 

502 

1800  1175 

E.  GLAM 

Watermill  flood 

GOWER 

Burry  S 

1400 

6035 

4 

25 

80 

305  1210 

PEMB 

Cleddau  Est. 

3071 

492 

2 

2 

36 

716  1455 

Castlemartin 

2500 

700 

110  150 

Carew/Cresswell 

1170 

33 

5 

Hook 

1128 

200 

1 

58  400 

Teifi  Est. 

1000 

700 

30  400 

CERE 

Dyfi  est. 

2540 

1200 

507 

130 

1000 

3200  1414 

CAERN 

Foryd  Bay 

440 

70 

158 

280 

900  1000 

FLINT 

Rhyl* 

1 100 

30 

30 

250  780 

(Dee  Est.) 

ConnalTs  Quay 

1500 

870 

330 

335 

1700  200 

Oakenholt  Marsh 

800 

400 

280 

76 

420 

Dee  Estuary,  White  S 

1600 

500 

150 

72 

910  545 

*  Rhyl:  includes  maxima  recorded  at  River  Clwyd  Rhyl.  Rhyl  Marine  Lake  and  S  of  Rhyl. 


Other  large  flocks  were:  PEMBROKE:  2,500  Freshwater  West  on  the  12th  Jan.; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  Broadwater  maximum  counts  in  the  first  winter  period  were;  c900  on  14th 
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Jan.  and  517  on  8th  Feb.  In  the  second  winter  period,  the  max  count  here  was  of  797  on  21st 
Dec.;  ANGLESEY:  1070  west  of  Wylfa  on  the  6th  Jan.,  2500  at  Bodorgan  adjacent  to 
Aberffraw  dunes  on  the  19lh  Jan.,  1300  at  Cwningar  Trefri,  Aberffraw  on  the  16th  Feb.; 
DENBIGH:  2,800  birds,  E  of  Kinmel  Bay  on  19th  Jan.,  700+  at  Borras  Quarry  on  26th  Feb., 
1,000  E  of  Kinmel  Bay  on  27th  Nov.;  FLINT:  990  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  RSPB  reserve  on  13th 
Jan. 

Breeding  records  received  were:  GWENT:  Breeding  records  were  well  down  in  the  Heads  of 
the  Valleys  area  with  only  one,  unsuccessful,  attempt  noted.  All  breeding  records  were: 
Beaufort:  chick  hatched  1st  Jun  but  did  not  fledge,  Cefn  Gam-yr-erw:  3  pairs  with  one  chick  2nd 
Jun.,  Goldcliff  lagoons:  female  with  2  small  young  10lh  May  ,  2  broods  of  2  &  3  young  18th 
May,  adult  with  3  three-day-old  chicks  6th  June,  18  adults  with  4  juvs  20th  June.,  Llanwem 
steelworks:  7  or  8  pairs  bred  in  fields,  Peterstone  saltmarsh:  2  pairs  appeared  to  be  brooding 
young,  Porton/Redwick:  20  adults  with  40  juvs  ,  Rassau  Ind.  Est:  1  pair  with  3  chicks  -  none 
survived.  During  the  CCW  surveys  of  Newport  Wetlands  44  pairs  were  counted;  only  one  of 
the  chicks  seen  reached  half  adult  size;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  Displaying  was  observed  at  Bop 
Hill  -  Kenfig  and  Llanil id  where  there  were  at  least  2  nests,  5  juvs  were  seen  at  Parc  Slip  on 
12lh  May,  5  adults  and  2  young  were  at  Wentloog  Levels  on  19lh  Jun  and  2  pairs  bred  at 
Fochriw.  Breeding  was  also  confirmed  at  Daren  Farm  -  Cowbridge  and  suspected  at  Moulton; 
GOWER:  bred  at  Llangennith  Moors,  Broughton  Farm  2  pairs,  Whiteford  10  pairs,  Felindre  2 
pairs,  Swansea  Docks,  Llandarcy,  BP  Baglan  6  pairs  and  Port  Talbot  Docks  2  pairs; 
CEREDIGION:  Two  pairs  at  Tynygraig,  up  to  four  pairs  at  Aberleri  and  ca  20  pairs  at  Ty 
Gwyn  pools;  BRECON:  1  pair  at  Brynhenllys/L  Twrch  valley,  3  displaying  males  +  1  pr  at 
Roman  Road,  1  pair  +  1  male  at  Pwll  Du,  1  male  at  Traeth  Mawr,  3  pairs  +  1  male  at 
Slwch/Llanddew,  5  pairs  -  4  nests;  4+  chicks  at  Llangasty  Church,  3  pairs  +  1  male;  1  nest  at 
Neuadd,  Llangasty,  1  pair  +  1  male,  1  nest  at  Bwlch,  2  pairs,  3  chicks  at  Pontybat,  Llanfilo,  4 
males  displaying  at  Tregoyd;  24  pairs  in  RADNOR;  MEIRIONNYDD:  The  first  birds  on 
territory  on  Penllyn  Marsh  were  three  males  on  18th  Feb.  A  huge  increase  has  occurred  at  this 
site,  with  1 1  breeding  females  last  year,  23  females  this  year.  These  23  females  laid  first 
clutches,  of  which  seven  failed,  of  which  four  re-laid  again  and  were  successful  in  hatching, 
first  broods  noted  on  16th  April  The  majority  of  pairings  were  monogamous;  with  three 
polygynous  males,  one  of  which  had  three  females.  One  of  these  females  lost  the  first  clutch 
and  deserted  the  male,  moving  down  the  marsh  and  remated  with  a  new  unpaired  male.  There 
were  also  two  unmated  males.  Productivity  was  excellent  with  a  minimum  of  26  fledged 
young,  as  opposed  to  1 1  last  year.  Elsewhere,  there  were  four  sitting  females,  and  seven 
additional  birds,  feeding  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  3ld  June;  CAERNARFON:  A  pair  bred  at 
Llanllechid,  with  3  chicks  seen;  ANGLESEY:  4  pairs  bred  at  Valley  wetlands.  At  Malltraeth 
RSPB  there  were  18  pairs  of  which  6  pairs  fledged  an  unknown  number  of  young.,  compared 
to  15  pairs  present  in  2007.  Birds  on  territory  were  recorded  at  Hen  Borth;  DENBIGHSHIRE: 
Adults  were  noted  in  nineteen  possible  breeding  sites,  the  same  as  in  2007.  Further  reports  had 
display  activity  or  possible  nest  sites  at  five  of  those  locations:  Bettisfield,  Borras  Head,  E  of 
Marford,  S  of  Towyn  and  Conwy  RSPB  and  recently  fledged  young  were  recorded  at  Conwy 
RSPB  on  4th  May;  FLINTSHIRE:  Birds  were  observed  during  the  breeding  season  at  nine 
locations,  usually  in  small  numbers  but  including  27  pairs  at  Shotwick  Fields  on  16th  April,  53 
at  Beeches  Farm,  Sandycroft  on  11th  May  and  53  there  on  23,d  June  during  BBS  walks  . 
Successful  breeding  was  confirmed  at  Whitford  (3  juveniles  on  28th  June)  and  Sandycroft  (3 
chicks  ringed  on  7th  June). 
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KNOT  Calidris  canutus  PIBYDD  YR  ABER 

(C)  An  abundant  winter  visitor  to  some  of  the  major  estuaries,  notably  the  Dee,  Burry,  Traeth 
Lafan  and  Severn.  Relatively  scarce  on  other  estuaries.  It  is  also  an  uncommon  passage 
migrant  in  spring  &  autumn  and  it  is  rare  inland. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M  J 

J  A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Newport  Wet 

2500 

2410 

120 

1  3 

1  70 

550 

1000 

1200 

5000 

Peterstone  W 

200 

2000 

200 

3 

2  15 

80 

100 

50 

1500 

1500 

Undy 

2 

55 

130 

1000 

10 

E.  GLAM 
Rhymney  Est 

4000 

10000 

63 

40 

1000 

2000 

Rumney  Gt  W 
GOWER 

7500 

5000 

100 

Burry  S 

7100 

4500 

70 

3 

20 

50 

55 

300 

1040 

2000 

CAERN 

Traeth  Lafan 
ANGLE 

400 

450 

350 

25 

5 

50 

20 

Braint  estuary 

150 

800 

Red  Wharf  B 
FLINT 

400 

152 

200 

Dee:Point  Air 

1200 

400 

600 

6 

200 

150 

350 

1000 

Other  large  flocks  were:  PEMBROKE:  170  at  Angle  Bay  in  January;  ANGLESEY:  800  were  at 
Porth  Penmon  on  the  9th  February;  FLINT:  3,000  at  Connah’s  Quay  Nature  Reserve  in 
January,  2,000  here  in  October.  Inland,  one  was  present  at  Llangasty,  BRECON  on  1 1th  Oct., 
the  first  here  for  five  years. 

SANDERLING  C.  alba  PIBYDD  Y  TYWOD 

(C)  A  winter  visitor,  locally  common  on  sandy  beaches  in  Flint,  Carmarthen  and  Glamorgan.  A 
spring  &  autumn  migrant  on  the  coast.  Scarce  inland. 


The  monthly 

max.  at 

the 

main  sites  (holding  counts 

of  50 

at  least 

once) 

are 

tabulated 

available. 

J 

F 

M  A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

0 

N 

D 

E.  GLAMORGAN 
Kenfig  Sand/Sker 
GOWER 

39 

- 

8 

28 

- 

- 

60 

14 

- 

- 

- 

Burry  S 

250 

1 

5 

Blackpill 

400 

400 

43 

89 

1 

8 

190 

17 

274 

510 

410 

Aberavon 

80 

210  28 

13 

55 

120 

97 

CEREDIGION 

Borth-Ynyslas 

8 

0 

10  3 

24 

5 

30 

105 

20 

9 

18 

10 

Other  large  flocks  were  E.  GLAMORGAN:  max  50  on  Flat  Holm  in  May,  on  13th,  and  60  at 
Merthyr  Mawr  beach  on  15th  May;  GOWER:  80  at  Port  Talbot  harbour  on  18th  Aug.  and  86  at 
Margam  Sands  on  16th  Feb.  with  54  there  on  29th  Dec.;  PEMBROKE:  47  at  the  Teifi  Estuary  on 
the  26th  May,  55  on  the  27th  and  28th  May  and  60  on  the  30th  May;  MEIRIONNYDD:  53  at 
Aberdyfi  Golf  Course  on  6th  June;  ANGLESEY:  46  at  Newborough  on  1st  September;  FLINT: 
70  at  Ffrith  beach,  Prestatyn  on  13th  Jan.  and  100  NE  of  Rhyl  on  3rd  Feb.. 

Inland  records  were:  BRECON:  One  at  Ffordd  Fawr  on  17th  May  and  a  different  bird  with 
Dunlin  at  Llangasty  on  22nd  May;  one  at  Llowes,  RADNOR  on  1 7th  May. 
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LITTLE  STINT  C  minuta 


PIBYDD  BACH 


(B)  An  uncommon  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers  to  coastal  areas,  principally  in  autumn 
and  has  occasionally  wintered.  It  is  rare  inland. 


Approximate  monthly  totals  were 

Mar.  Apr. 

GWENT  1 

E.  GLAM 

GOWER 

PEMB 

CERE 

BRECON 

MONT.  1 

MEIRI 

CAERN  2 

CAER/DEN. 

ANGLE 

DENBIGH 

FLINT 


May  June  July  Aug. 

2  1  3_  2 


1  1 

1 


? 


1  11 
1 


Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

10  8  2 

1 
1 

4 

10  1 

1 


11 

4 

4 
2 

5 


1 


1 


_  rVi 

Records  of  wintering  birds  were:  GWENT:  A  second  winter  bird  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  on  7  and 
16th  Dec.,  only  the  second  winter  record  for  the  county. 


TEMMINCKS  STINT  Cctlidris  temminckii  PIBYDD  TEMMINCK 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  an  adult  at  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  7th  May. 

PECTORAL  SANDPIPER  Calidris  melanotos  PIBYDD  CAIN 

(A)  A  scarce  visitor. 

The  only  accepted  records  were:  at  Coed  Bach,  CARMARTHEN  on  27th  May;  in 
CEREDIGION:  a  juvenile  bird  was  at  Cors  Caron  on  24lh  Sept,  followed  by  another,  of  slightly 
differing  appearance,  the  next  day  at  Llanrhystud,  which  remained  until  the  28  ;  in  BRECON: 
three  birds  feeding  together  (with  a  Curlew  Sandpiper)  in  shallow  floodwater  in  the  Sailing 
Club  meadow,  Llangorse  on  30th  Sept,  was  an  extraordinary  find  for  inland  Wales.  Two  well- 
watched  birds  remained  the  following  day,  and  one  lingered  on  the  meadow  on  the  2nd  and  3rd 
Oct.  This  group  was  the  third  record  for  the  county. 


CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.ferruginea 

PIBYDD  CAMBIG 

(B)  An  uncommon  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas,  recorded 

in  every 

month  but  principally  in 

autumn,  relatively  numerous 

in  some  years.  Rare  inland. 

Approximate  monthly  totals 

were: 

Apr. 

May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct.  Nov. 

GWENT 

1 

2  l 

5 

13 

6  2 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

1 

1 

GOWER 

1 

4 

2 

1 

PEMBROKE 

16 

CEREDIGION 

3 

16 

1 

BRECON 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

4 

1  1 

CAERNARFON 

1 

1 

ANGLESEY 

1 

1 

4 

DENBIGH/CAERN 

1 

2 

FLINT 

8 

5 

One  feeding  with  three  Pectoral  Sandpipers  on  Sailing  Club  meadow,  Llangorse,  BRECON  on 
30th  Sept,  was  the  fifth  county  record  and  the  first  since  1976. 
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PURPLE  SANDPIPER  Ceilidhs  maritima  PIBYDD  DU 

(C)  A  fairly  common  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  coastal  areas  with  rocky  shorelines. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  10  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available: 


Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Aug. 

Sep.  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

E.  GLAM 

Ogmore 

17  21 

17 

21 

20 

19 

GOWER 

Port  Eynon 

7 

10 

1 

28 

Rhosilli 

8 

19 

CERE 

Aberystwyth 

15  15 

15 

14 

5 

13 

13 

CAERN 

Bardsey 

27  40 

45 

52 

32 

2 

2  28 

61 

60 

ANGLE 

Cemlyn 

7  12 

6 

7 

9 

Other  large  counts  were  PEMBROKE:  12  on  Ramsey  on  the  10th  Feb.,  11  at  Fishguard 
Harbour  on  the  15th  May;  ANGLESEY:  13  at  Trearddur  Bay  on  the  9th  January  ,  14  west  of 
Wylfa  on  the  9tn  March. 

DUNLIN  C.  alpina  PIB  YDD  Y  MA  WN 

(C)  A  scarce  and  local  breeder,  restricted  to  a  few  poorly  drained  upland  moors  with  scattered 
pools.  An  abundant  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1000  at 
least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A  S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Newport  Wet 

7034 

6650 

1 10 

600 

300 

80 

60 

250  200 

3581 

8150 

9206 

Peterstone  W 

400 

1000 

100 

7 

60 

3 

21 

22  28 

20 

3000 

1500 

Undy 

1100 

2000 

225 

21 

3 

1 

1 

2  100 

3700 

1000 

1600 

E.  GLAM. 

Rhymney  Est 

4000 

60 

1500 

Rumney  Gt  W 
GOWER 

10000 

610 

154 

Burry  S 

10500 

12230 

2300 

580 

60 

45 

2460 

2735 

3000 

7330 

Blackpill 

1800 

1630 

620 

440 

105 

4 

6 

149  80 

400 

1300 

1566 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1666 

1097 

282 

5 

19 

32 

1718 

3383 

Pembroke  R 

200 

200 

180 

770 

1000 

CAERN 

Traeth  Lafan 
FLINT 

80 

200 

65 

190 

1748 

3000 

Point  of  Air 

1000 

800 

30 

20 

150 

20 

20 

28  250 

500 

500 

Oakenholt* 

3000 

2000 

70 

10 

10 

9 

100 

300 

1200 

2500 

*  Represents  maxima  for  Oakenholt  Marsh  Reserve,  White  Sands  and  Connah’s  Quay  NR. 
Large  flocks  elsewhere  included  E.  GLAMORGAN:  1000  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on  8th  &  9th  Feb.' 
ANGLESEY:  768  at  the  Alaw  Estuary  on  the  27th  May 

Inland  sightings  included:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2  at  Mynydd  Bach  -  Maesteg  on  26th  Apr.  and  2 
on  the  main  pool  at  Llanilid  opencast  on  20th  Nov.;  CEREDIGION:  1 1  at  Cors  Caron  on  10lh 
May  and  two  there  on  30lh  May;  BRECON:  Spring  passage  at  Llangorse  Lake  commenced  with 
two  on  1st  March,  and  singles  on  three  dates  later  in  the  month.  In  April,  reported  on  eleven 
dates  during  the  month  increasing  from  two  on  6th,  to  max.  10  all  in  summer  plumage  on  28th. 
Two  were  present  on  the  30th  April  and  22nd  May,  the  last  in  spring  being  a  single  on  28lh  -  3  V1 
May.  Autumn  passage  began  on  20  July  with  a  bird  in  breeding  plumage,  with  further  reports 
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on  6th  August,  7th  (one  adult  with  one  juv.),  and  further  records  that  month  on  10th  and  29lh.  No 
reports  then  until  winter  singles  on  4th  and  23rd  Nov.  Elsewhere,  there  was  one  at  Brechfa  Pool 

j 

on  3  Apr;  4  apirs  on  the  Elan  uplands,  RADNOR;  DENBIGH:  singles  at  Wrexham,  GF  on 
27th  Apr.  and  NE  of  Wrexham  on  2nd  Dec. 


BROAD-BILLED  SANDPIPER  Limicola falcinellus  PIBYDD  LLYDANBIG 

(A)  A  rare  vagrant. 

The  6th  accepted  Welsh  record  was  of  an  adult  at  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  6lh  -  7th  May. 


RUFF  Philomachus  pugnax  PIB  YDD  TORCHOG 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers,  principally  in  autumn.  Occasionally 
winters. 


Approximate  monthly  totals 

were; 

J  F 

M  A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

X 

0  N 

D 

GWENT 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

8 

1 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

GOWER 

PEMBROKE 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

CEREDIGION 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

2 

3 

CAERNARFON 

1 

3 

1 

ANGLESEY 

3  3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

DENBIGH 

1 

1 

2 

FLINT 

1  1 

5  5 

I 

10 

3 

JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus 

GIACHBACH 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Birds  were  recorded  until  1st 

May  and  from  8th 

Sept. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

4 

6 

1 

2 

3 

4 

4 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

8 

8 

1 

3 

3 

GOWER 

1  + 

7+ 

2+ 

1 

1 

3+ 

2+ 

1  + 

PEMBROKE 

7 

6 

5 

I 

14 

10 

CEREDIGION 

1 

1 

1 

5 

BRECON 

2 

2 

1 

5 

8 

5 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

3 

1 

CAERNARFON 

2 

1 

1 

1 

13 

1 

ANGLESEY 

7 

1 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

DENBIGH 

FLINT 

3 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Reported  from  seven  sites  in  RADNOR  during  March/April  and  November/December,  max.  6 
at  Rhiw  Bottom  on  12th  Apr. 
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SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIACH  CYFFREDIN 


(C)  A  widespread  breeding  bird ,  nesting  in  all  counties  but  in  small  and  declining  numbers. 
Substantial  numbers  in  winter. 

Monthly  max.  at  sites  with  significant  winter  counts  of  40  or  more  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

Newport  Wetlands 

40 

146 

10 

8 

30 

100 

40 

44 

107 

Peterstone  Wenloog 

20 

1 1 

14 

3 

7 

4 

39 

40 

PEMB 

Cleddau  Est 

42 

150 

16 

1 

5 

21 

44 

Castlemartin  Corse 

23 

9 

40 

4 

St.  David’s  Airfield 

81 

74 

17 

23 

60 

168 

269 

Teifi  Estuary 

5 

40 

50 

200 

Tretio 

54 

35 

14 

12 

50 

25 

52 

CERE 

Dyfi  est 

7 

6 

6 

7 

171 

31 

105 

BRECON 

Llangasty 

25 

8 

3 

- 

67 

1 

40 

26 

Y  Gors 

45 

90 

25 

44 

MEIRI 

Glaslyn/Dwyryd 

1 

9 

0 

- 

43 

0 

26 

56 

CAERN 

Foryd 

66 

13 

12 

8 

4 

41 

39 

Traeth  Lafan 

5 

100 

80 

6 

2 

C/DEN  B 

Conwy  RSPB 

40 

30 

25 

78 

50 

ANGLE 

Cemlyn 

2 

5 

43 

Llyn  Alaw 

Llyn  Rhos  ddu 

21 

50 

1 1 

73 

25 

Other  large  counts  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  51  on  the  Wentloog  Level  near  Capital  Business 
Park  on  20th  Nov.;  PEMBROKE:  50-60  at  Marloes  Mere  on  the  21st  Oct,  50  at  the  Teifi 
Marshes  on  1 1th  and  30lh  Oct.  with  200  there  on  28th  Nov.;  CEREDIGION:  65  at  Ynys-hir  on 
9th  Jan.  with  40  here  on  10th  Feb.  and  650  on  27th  Nov.,  the  latter  figure  probably  the  highest 
ever  at  any  site  in  the  county.  There  were  50  at  the  Teifi  est  on  1 1  Oct.  and  40  at  the  Teifi 
marshes  on  2nd  Sept.,  50  here  on  13th  Oct.  and  200  on  26th  and  28th  Nov.;  85  at  Rhosgoch, 
RADNOR  on  22nd  Nov.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  From  the  middle  to  the  end  of  December,  a  large 
movement  occurred  ahead  of  a  cold  weather  front  in  the  Broadwater/Aberdyfi  area,  with  75 

i.1. 

around  Tonfanau  pool  on  6  Nov,  and  50  still  there  on  the  24  .  Penllyn  Marsh  (in  the 
unimproved  section)  held  260  -  310  birds  on  8th  Dec,  and  91  were  in  a  small  field  below 
Penllyn  Farm  on  the  same  date  with  48  on  the  Broadwater  on  23ld  Dec.;  ANGLESEY:  74  were 
west  of  Wylfa  on  the  20lh  Jan,  66  on  the  Alaw  Estuary  on  the  15th  Nov.,  160  in  Red  Wharf  Bay 
on  the  18th  Nov.;  FLINT:  156  at  Connah’s  Quay  Nature  Reserve  on  19th  Jan,  58  at  Shotwick 
Fields  on  1 1th  March. 

Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  GWENT:  a  nest  with  eggs  was  found  on  fl 
June  at  Garnlydan  where  five  territories  were  noted.  Pairs  were  reported  at  Trefil,  Cefn  Gam- 
yr-erw  and  Waun  Rydd  (three)  in  early  June.  There  were  also  two  reports  of  birds  drumming, 
on  Mynydd  Llangatwg  on  1 1th  May  and  at  Blaenafon  on  18th  May.:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2  birds 
were  drumming  on  4th  April  at  Gors  Llwyn  -  Coelbren  East  just  within  Glamorgan  and  2  were 
drumming  on  22nd  May  by  the  Hirwaun  road  A4059  at  SN9813  west;  CEREDIGION:  One 
calling  at  Tynygraig  on  1 1th  May;  BRECON:  In  the  breeding  season,  drummers/chippers  were 
reported  from  four  scattered  locations;  in  RADNOR:  drumming  birds  reported  at  22  sites 
including  12  in  the  Elan  Valley  on  6th  May,  ;  MEIRIONNYDD:  There  were  four  displaying 
birds  in  the  breeding  season  on  the  Migneint.  Two  birds  were  chipping,  indicating  two  pairs,  at 
Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  3rd  June;  CAERNARFON:  One  was  drumming  near  Ceunant  on  23ld 
May,  with  reports  of  another  territory  nearby.  Chipping  calls  were  heard  N  of  Llyn  Cowlyd  on 
4th  July.  There  was  one  on  Moel  Faban  on  5th  Apr.  and  3  near  Ysbyty  Ifan  on  22nd  Apr.; 
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DENBIGH:  Although  birds  were  seen  at  five  potential  breeding  locations,  there  was  only  one 
record  of  a  male  ‘singing’  N  of  Llyn  Brenig  on  10th  June 

WOODCOCK  Scolopax  rusticola  CYFFYLOG 

(C)  A  regular  breeder  in  small  numbers  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke  &  Anglesey.  It  is 
widespread  and  common  /  abundant  in  winter. 

All  records  of  roding  or  possibly  breeding  birds  are  given  and  all  would  be  welcome,  as  the 
breeding  status  of  this  species  in  Wales  remains  poorly  understood:  GWENT:  Apart  from  one 
flushed  at  Cleddon  in  late  April,  all  records  concerned  birds  at  Wentwood,  where  up  to  three 
were  noted  in  May  and  early  June;  only  one  report  referred  to  roding;  CEREDIGION:  A  May 
record  of  one  at  Trawsgoed  on  19th;  in  RADNOR:  roding  birds  recorded  at  11  sites; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  Two  birds  heard  in  the  Gwaith  Powdwr  area  on  1 1th  June  were  on  territory; 
CAERNARFON:  One  roding  at  Cors  Bodgynydd  on  10th  June;  DENBIGH:  only  a  single 
summer  record  was  received  from  Foel  Freeh,  Clocaenog  on  14lh  June;  FLINT:  Nerwcys 
Mountain  had  2  on  4th  July  where  they  were  observed  roding. 

Maximum  passage  and  wintering  counts  were:  GWENT:  About  ten  birds  flushed  on  Ysgyryd 
Fach  during  a  fox  drive  on  16th  Nov.  and  ‘a  handful’  shot  there  in  late  Dec  (although  about  five 
were  flushed  on  each  shooting  day);  E.  GLAMORGAN:  7  coming  in  to  roost  at  dawn  at  the 
Blaencanaid  raven  roost  on  6th  Jan.  and  again  on  10th  March;  PEMBROKE:  A  concentrated 
ringing  effort  in  north  Pembrokeshire  found  significant  numbers  wintering,  so  much  so  that  one 
obsever  commented  that  there  were  4+  birds  in  each  field  visited  and  that  if  this  was  anything 
to  go  on  then  the  numbers  of  this  species  wintering  in  the  county  would  eclipse  virtually  all 
other  waders;  CEREDIGION:  Five  at  Ynys-hir  on  5th  March;  BRECON:  4  at  Llwynfynwent 
Wood  (Cynala)  and  Tyncoed  (Llanafan)  in  the  second  week  of  December;  in  RADNOR:  45 
near  Rhayader  on  16th  Dec.  and  one  re-trapped  in  the  Elan  Valley  for  the  7th  winter; 
CAERNARFON:  Four  at  Abersoch  on  5lh  Dec.;  ANGLESEY:  Eight  flew  back  to  roost  at  dawn 
at  Llyn  Cefni  on  the  1st  Jan. 

BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONDDU 


(C)  A  common  spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant;  it  is  common  to  abundant  and  increasing 
in  winter  on  the  Dee. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  50  or  more  at  least  once)  were: 
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88 

46 
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Burry  S 
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1 
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140 

130 

Daltons  Point 
PEMBROKE 

326 

402 

230 

129 

Gann 

70 

7 

Pembroke  MP 
FLINT 

46 

57 

12 

Dee  estuary 

2500 

1000 

800 

470 

175 

388 

1000 

2860 

4000 

3500 

3500 

2000 

A  colour-ringed  bird  at  Dalton’s  Point  on  7th  Dec.  had  been  ringed  in  NW  Iceland  in  July  2007 
and  had  subsequently  been  seen  in  County  Mayo,  Eire  on  11th  Jan.  2008,  Penclacwydd, 
CARMARTHEN  on  3ld  Sept.,  in  County  Clare,  Eire  on  13lh  &  20lh  Oct.  and  at  Shannon 
Harbour,  Eire  on  4th  Nov.  Other  large  counts  were:  GWENT:  190  at  West  Pill  on  7Ih  Nov.  and 
380  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Usk  on  14lh  Dec,  presumably  birds  from  Newport  Wetlands. 
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Inland  records  were:  BRECON:  Occurrence  appears  to  be  increasing,  presumably  linked  to 
increased  flock  sizes  along  the  Severn  estuary.  There  were  singles  at  Llangasty  on  24  1 
February,  9th  -16th  Apr.  and  one  on  1st  Aug.  in  summer  plumage. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L.  lapponica  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONFRITH 

(C)  A  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor,  more  numerous  in  autumn  than  spring.  It  is 
rare  away  from  the  coasts  but  has  been  recorded  in  all  inland  counties. 

Small  numbers  occur  in  most  coastal  counties  but  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding 

counts  of  70  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 

JFMAMJJ  AS  ON  D 

GOWER 

Burry  S  60  70  4  75  10  90 

PEMB 

Angle  Bay  71  32  10  2  2  5  18  16+ 

Large  counts  elsewhere  were:  FLINTSHIRE:  20  at  Point  of  Air  on  14lh  Sept. 

WHIMBREL  Numenius phaeopus  COEGYLFINIR 

(C)  Locally  common  in  coastal  counties  on  spring  and  autumn  passage,  scarce  inland,  small 
numbers  occasionally  over-winter.  The  spring  passage  predominates. 

Birds  on  passage  were  recorded  from  1st  March  and  until  30th  Oct.  with  small  numbers  recorded 
at  several  sites  during  June.  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  60  at  least 
once)  are  tabulated. 
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Peterstone 
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28 
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70 
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Other  large  counts  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  50  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  29lh  Apr.;  GOWER:- 100  at 
Oxwich  Bay  on  27th  Apr.,  72  at  Landmore  Marsh  on  4th  May  and  230  at  Whiteford  Beach  on  5th 
May.  In  auumn,  1 10  at  Llanrhidian  on  2nd  July,  70  at  Weobley  on  21st  July;  PEMBROKE:  64 
on  the  Teifi  on  the  26th  Apr.,  and  60  at  Frainslake  on  the  10th  May;  CEREDIGION:  58  at 
Tanybwlch  on  20th  Apr.,  64  at  the  Teifi  estuary  on  26th  Apr.;  100  on  the  Dyfi  at  Morfa  Dyfi, 
MONTGOMERY  on  28Ih  Apr.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  There  was  a  good  spring  passage  with  a 
total  of  244  birds  passing  through  the  Aberdyfi/Tonfanau  area,  with  birds  often  seen  arriving  in 
the  evening  off  the  sea.  65  flew  into  the  Dyfi  on  16lh  April;  CAERNARFON:  32  on  Bardsey  in 
April;  ANGLESEY:  40  were  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB  on  the  5th  May;  DENBIGH:  25  at 
Marford  on  2nd  May;  FLINT:  31  at  Llyn  Helyg  on  17th  Mar. 

Wintering  records  were:  CAERNARFON:  As  usual,  two  birds  spent  time  on  Bardsey  over  the 
winter  months. 

Inland  records  were:  CEREDIGION:  one  at  Cors  Caron  on  2nd  May:  BRECON:  reported  on 
typical  passage  dates  only  in  the  vicinity  of  Llangorse  Lake.  The  first  was  heard  at  night  over 
Pennorth  on  2E‘  April,  with  subsequent  reports  from  Llangasty  of  one  on  24th  April,  seven  on 
2nd  May,  four  on  5th,  one  on  6th  and  the  last  in  spring,  two  on  9th.  Autumn  passage  involved 
singles  on  25th  July  and  9th  Aug.;  in  RADNOR:  one  at  Maelinydd  on  lsl  May  and  6  on  Ireland 
Moor  on  4th  May;  15  at  Dolydd^Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  on  29th  Apr. 
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CURLEW  N.  arquata  GYLFINIR 

(C)  A  fairly  abundant  and  widespread  but  declining  breeding  species  throughout  most  of  Wales 
but  local  in  Pembroke  and  the  coastal  fringe  of  south  Wales.  It  is  an  abundant  winter  visitor  to 
coastal  areas,  where  small  numbers  are  present  all  year  round.  Very  small  numbers  winter 
inland. 


Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  500  at 
least  once)  are  tabulated. 
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Newport  Wet 
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75 
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Dyfi  est. 
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541 

166 

45 
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CEREDIGION 

623 
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45 
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551 

579 

657 

351 

CAERNARFON 
Traeth  Lafan 
ANGLESEY 

70 
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Cemlyn 
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36 

63 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 
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500 
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50 
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A  large  count  elsewhere  was  of  500  at  Mostyn  docks,  FLINT. 

Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  GWENT:  Display  was  noted  at  Crucomey  on 
23ul  Mar.,  a  pair  showed  breeding  behaviour  at  Llanwenarth  on  27th  Mar.,  one  was  heard  calling 
from  suitable  breeding  habitat  at  Llandegfedd  Reservoir  on  27  Apr., and  one  was  seen  twice  in 
suitable  habitat  near  Llangybi  in  early  May;  Manmoel  was  also  thought  to  be  a  possible 
breeding  site;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  There  was  no  confirmed  breeding,  but  2  were  together  at 
Parc  Cwm  Darran  on  21st  May,  one  of  which  was  mobbing  a  Common  Buzzard.  Elsewhere  in 
suitable  habitat  there  were  2  at  Taff  Bargoed  ST1099  on  5th  Apr.,  2  at  Gelligaer  Common  on 
23rd  Apr.,  2  at  Bargoed  Mtn  on  24th  Apr.  and  2  there  on  1 7th  June,  and  2  on  Mynydd  Eglwysilan 
on  3rd  May;  PEMBROKE:  Eleven  pairs  bred  on  Skomer;  CEREDIGION:  Reports  of  at  least  10 
pairs  came  from  eight  scattered  locations  including  Cors  Caron  where  a  pair  with  a  young  bird 
were  seen;  BRECON:  Twenty-two  pairs  or  displaying  birds  were  located  in  the  breeding 
season,  with  the  strongest  population  on  MOD  Epynt  Ranges  which  appears  static  at  4-5  pairs. 
After  several  blank  years  from  north  of  the  Epynt,  there  may  still  be  a  small  population  there  as 
single  birds  were  seen  near  Beulah  and  Gamrhiw  (Llanwrthwl)  early  in  the  breeding  season.  No 
young  were  found,  but  the  alarmed  behaviour  of  a  pair  near  Brechfa  Pool  on  2nd  Aug.  indicated 
chicks  were  probably  present;  in  RADNOR:  41  pairs  found  on  territory  but  breeding  success 
very  low;  in  MONTGOMERY:  5  pairs  bred  at  Lake  Vyrnwy;  MEIRIONNYDD:  four  to  five 
pairs  were  on  the  Migneint  in  the  breeding  season.  2+  birds  were  calling  from  juncus/grassland 
at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  with  three  birds  feeding  nearby,  indicating  two  -  three  pairs  on  3'd  June; 
CAERNARFON:  one  calling  at  Cors  Gyfelog  on  7th  May;  ANGLESEY:  recorded  on  breeding 
grounds,  at  Cors  Goch  and  Penmynydd  and  one  pair  was  recorded  at  Malltraeth  RSPB. 
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COMMON  SANDPIPER  Actitis  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y DORLAN 

(C)  A  summer  visitor  that  breeds  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke,  albeit  sporadically  on 
Anglesey  and  Flint.  Very  small  numbers  over-winter. 

Records  of  wintering  or  possibly  wintering  birds  were  GWENT:  Two  at  Caerleon/Bulmore  in 
January  and  one  in  February,  with  one  at  Gobion/The  Bryn  in  January.  In  the  second  winter 
period,  one  at  Caerleon/Bulmore  and  two  at  Mathern/Chepstow  in  December;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  One  at  Rhymney  Est  on  26th  &  29th  Nov.;  GOWER:  at  least  2  wintered  on  the 
Burry  Inlet  during  the  first  winter  period  and  on  the  River  Afan,  two  in  the  first  period  and  one 
in  the  second  winter  period;  PEMBROKE:  Early  winter  records:  singles  at  Abercastle  and 
Aberforest  on  the  1 1th  Jan,  Blackpool  Mill  on  the  2nd  Feb,  Little  Milford  on  the  10lh  Feb,  Blucks 
Pool  on  the  1 1th  Feb  and  Canaston  Bridge  on  the  9th  Mar.,  5  at  Bosherston  on  the  12th  Feb  and  2 
at  Carew  Mill  Pond  on  the  9th  Mar.  Recorded  on  the  Teifi  Estuary  on  7  dates  from  2nd  Jan  to  the 
28th  Feb.,  with  a  maximum  of  14  on  the  28lh  Feb..  In  the  second  winter  period,  a  single,  on  the 
Teifi  Estuary  on  many  days  from  2nd  Nov  to  the  31st  Dec,  4  on  the  24lh  Nov.  Singles,  Gann  on 
the  8th  &  14th  Nov,  Little  Milford  on  the  16th  Nov  &  14th  Dec,  Westfield  Pill  on  the  8th  Dec.  2 
at  Pembroke  Mill  Pond  on  the  17th  Nov  and  2  at  Wooltack  Point  on  the  25th  Dec; 
CEREDIGION:  During  the  first  winter  period  there  was,  once  again  a  single  bird  at  the  Teifi 
est.  present  until  28lh  February  and,  again  one  at  Ynys-hir,  although  only  recorded  on  3rd 
January. In  the  second  winter  period,  one  at  the  Teifi  est  from  2nd  Nov.  until  the  year  end  with  4 
here  on  24lh  November  and  one  at  Ynys-hir  on  14th  Dec;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Two  on  the 
Mawddach  in  January;  CAERNARFON  /  DENBIGH:  There  was  one  on  Afon  Conwy  at  Tal  y 
Cafn  on  5th  Jan  and  again  here  on  26lh  Dec.;  ANGLESEY:  One  was  at  Church  Island  in  the 
Menai  Straits  on  the  3,d  and  27th  Jan.  In  the  second  winter  period,  one  was  at  Church  Island  on 
the  7th  Dec.,  one  was  on  the  Menai  Straits  at  Llanfairpwll  on  the  30lh  Dec.  and  one  was  on  the 
Inland  Sea  on  the  31st  Dec.;  DENBIGH:  One  at  Sutton  Green  on  27th  Dec.;  FLINT:  A  bird  was 
present  at  Connalf  s  Quay  Nature  Reserve  right  through  the  early  part  of  the  year,  mainly 
around  the  bunded  pools.  A  wintering  individual  was  in  place  at  Connah’s  Quay  Nature 
Reserve  from  16th  Oct.  to  the  year’s  end. 

Breeding  records  for  this  species  are  incomplete. GWENT:  no  confirmed  breeding  record  but  a 
pair  near  Trefil  was  seen  alarming  (a  mink  was  nearby)  on  4lh  June;  CEREDIGION:  Records  of 
single  breeding  pairs  came  from  Ynys-hir  and  two  upland  lakes  in  the  north  where  single  pairs 
were  at  each.  Single  birds  were  also  noted  at  two  other  suitable  breeding  sites;  BRECON:  Two 
pairs  bred  at  each  of  Usk  Reservoir  (chicks  seen),  Talybont  Reservoir,  on  the  Wye  between 
Llanwrthwl  bridge  and  Craig  Lyn,  and  lower  down  at  Ffordd  Fawr.  On  the  River  Usk,  at  least 
16  territories/pairs  bred  between  Island  Fields  (Brecon)  and  Llangynidr,  chicks  being 
confirmed  at  the  latter  site;  in  RADNOR:  21  pairs  in  the  Elan  Valley;  in  MEIRIONNYDD: 

tu 

Seven  pairs  were  on  the  Migneint  in  the  breeding  season.  A  pair  were  at  Penmaenpool  on  8 
May,  there  were  five  birds,  indicating  three  pairs,  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  3  June,  and  three 
pairs  at  Llyn  Tanygrisiau  on  19th  July;  CAERNARFON:  Birds  in  possible  breeding  locations 
were  a  pair  at  Llyn  Dinas  on  4th  May,  a  pair  at  Llynnau  Mymbyr  on  7th  May,  a  pair  on  Afon 
Ogwen  on  31"'  May,  two  at  Llynnau  Mymbyr  on  9th  June,  one  at  Melynllyn,  Cameddau  on  9lh 
June,  one  at  Llyn  Ffynhonnau  on  23rd  June  and  a  pair  at  Llyn  Eigiau  on  28lh  June;  FLINT:  A 
juvenile  was  seen  at  Connah’s  Quay  Nature  Reserve  on  7th  July,  probably  indicating  local 
breeding. 

Passage  was  recorded  from  9th  March  and  until  10th  Nov.  GWENT;  max  11  at 
Caerleon/Bulmore  in  April,  on  return  passage  11  at  Gobion/The  Bryn  and  13  at  Peterstone 
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Wentloog  in  August;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  7  at  Llanilid  opencast  in  April;  on  return  passage  1 1 
at  Kenfig  Pool  in  August;  GOWER:  13  at  Whiteford  on  13th  July;  PEMBROKE:  Up  to  18 
recorded  on  the  Teifi  Estuary  between  the  10th  Apr.  and  the  6th  May.  On  return  passage,  1 1  on 
the  Teifi  Estuary  on  the  1st  July,  21  there  on  the  4th  July,  5  on  the  6th  July,  14  on  the  23rd  Sept 
and  21  on  the  25th  Sept.;  CEREDIGION:  14  at  the  Teifi  est  on  17th  April.  On  return  migration, 
18  at  the  Teifi  est  on  5th  and  12  on  16th  July,  with  21  here,  on  2nd  Aug.;  BRECON:  Twelve  at 
Llangasty  on  3ld  Aug.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  9  on  the  Broadwater  on  30lh  April,  12  on  Llyn  Tegid 
on  8dl  July,  9  on  the  Broadwater  10th  -  30th  July;  CAERNARFON:  Up  to  6  on  Bardsey  in  July, 
6  at  Aber  Ogwen  on  9lh  July;  ANGLESEY:  12  were  between  Cemlyn  and  Henborth  on  the  26th 
April,  ten  were  at  Carmel  Head  in  July;  DENBIGH/CAERNARFON:  At  least  5  were  present  at 
Conwy  RSPB  on  21st  April  with  6  there  on  1 1th  July.;  FLINT:  6  at  Rhuddlan  on  the  26th  April, 
9  on  the  Dee  estuary  close  to  the  Connah’s  Quay  bridge  on  1st  Aug. 


SPOTTED  SANDPIPER  Actitis  macularius  PIBYDD  BRYCH 

(A)  Very  rare  visitor 

The  individual  first  discovered  in  Oct  2007  remained  at  Lisvane  Res.  E.  GLAMORGAN 
gradually  acquiring  summer  plumage,  and  was  last  reported  on  28lh  Apr. 


GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus  PIBYDD  GWYRDD 

(C)  A  regular  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  all  counties.  Approximate 
monthly  totals  were: 
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In  RADNOR:  reported  from  13  sites  during  the  period  22nd  July  -  27th  Sept.,  max.  1 1  along  the 
lower  Wye  in  August.  Two  overwintered  at  Glasbury  and  one  at  Hindwell  Pool  in  December. 


SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringci  erythropus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 

(B)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  to  coastal  counties  chiefly  in  autumn.  Small 
numbers  over-winter  on  the  Dee,  Burry  and  C/eddau.  Rare  inland. 

Monthly  max.  at  on  the  Dee  Estuary,  FLINT  were: 

J  FMAMJ  JASON  D 
Dee  est.  12  7  4  6  13  12  10  12  12  11 


Other  winter  records  were:  GWENT:  In  the  first  winter  period  there  were  three  January  records 
of  single  birds  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  on  4th  and  29lh  and  by  the  River  Usk  at  Caerleon  on  30th, 
Goldcliff  held  singles  on  10th  and  25th  Feb  and  2nd  March  and  Peterstone  Wentlooge  held 
singles  during  16dl  -28th  Feb  (with  two  on  21st)  and  also  on  8th,  9th,  2Ul  and  24th  Mar; 
presumably  no  more  than  three  birds  were  involved.  In  the  second  winter  period,  Goldcliff 
lagoons  reported  singles  until  mid-Dec.;  GOWER:  two  in  the  Burry  Inlet  in  January  increasing 
to  three  in  March,  single  bird  there  in  November  &  December.  One  wintered  on  the  Afan 
Estuary,  in  February;  PEMBROKE:  singles  at  Llangwm  Pill  on  the  12th  &  16th  Jan,  3rd,  10th  & 
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13th  Feb  and  the  1 1th  Mar,  at  Sandy  Haven  on  the  10th  Feb.;  CEREDIGION:  Ynys-hir’s  regular 
wintering  bird  was  seen  on  14th  Jan.,  10lh  Feb.  and  23rd  April,  a  similar  departure  date  to 
previous  years.  A  wintering  bird  was  seen  back  at  Ynys-hir  on  22nd  and  3Fl  Oct.,  12lh  and  28lh 
Nov,  and  16th  Dec.;  CAERNARFON:  There  was  one  at  Aber  Ogwen/  The  Spinnies  on  many 
dates  between  3ld  Jan.  and  31st  March  with  two  here  on  lsl  Feb.,  and  one  in  Foryd  Bay  on  10dl 
Feb.  In  the  second  winter  period,  there  were  two  at  Aber  Ogwen/  The  Spinnies  on  many  dates 
from  1st  to  28th  Dec.;  ANGLESEY:  Two  were  at  Malltraeth  Sands  on  the  27th  Jan.;  one  was 
regular  by  Malltraeth  Bridge  from  August  to  December  and  one  was  on  the  Braint  estuary  on 
the  26th  Dec. 


Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J  J 

A 

s 

O 

N  L 

GWENT  1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

4 

GOWER  2 

1 

3 

5 

2 

2 

PEMBROKE  1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

CEREDIGION  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

CAERNARFON  1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

ANGLESEY  2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

i  ; 

C./D.  Conwy  RSPB 

1 

1 

DENBIGH 

1 

FLINT  12 

7 

4 

6 

13 

12 

11 

12 

12  1 

GREENSHANK  T.  nebularia 

PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

(D)  Locally  common  in  coastal  areas  on  passage,  chiefly  in  autumn.  Small  numbers  over¬ 
winter  on  Anglesey,  Caernarfon,  Glamorgan  and  Pembroke.  It  is  uncommon  inland. 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  20  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  below: 


j 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Newport  Wet  1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

4 

3 

20 

3 

1 

1 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est.  14 

11 

1 1 

29 

39 

28 

19 

16 

Other  large  counts  were: 

FLINT:  30  at  Connah’s  Quay  Nature  Reserve  on  21st  Aug. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

11 

13 

23 

7 

1 

1 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

4 

2 

3 

4 

PEMBROKE 

27 

21 

18 

2 

30 

3 

101 

59 

39 

36 

CEREDIGION 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

6 

4 

0 

0 

0 

BRECON 

1 

2 

3 

1 

RADNOR 

1 

4 

3 

MEIRIONNYDD 

3 

2 

1 

CAERNARFON 

12 

12 

13 

3 

1 

3 

12 

17 

25 

22 

17 

CAERN  /  DEN 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1 

ANGLESEY 

8 

6 

2 

3 

2 

9 

7 

9 

8 

3 

8 

DENBIGH 

1 

Inland  records  were:  BRECON:  one  in  partial  summer  plumage  was  noted  at  Llangasty  on  15lh 
Apr.;  and  another  there  on  21st  Apr.,  Llangasty  also  attracted  birds  on  autumn  passage,  with  two 
on  28th  July,  one  made  a  brief  stop  on  30lh  July,  and  one  on  31st  Aug.;  in  RADNOR:  one  at 
Glasbury  5th  -  6th  June  &  up  to  three  there  1 8th  Aug.  -  27lh  Sept,  and  one  in  the  Elan  Valley  20th 
Aug. 
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WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  glareola  P1BYDD  Y  GRAEAN 

(B)  A  scarce  passage  migrant  recorded  in  every  county,  principally  in  the  autumn  but  with  a 
scattering  of  spring  records. 

All  records  were  of  singles  in:  GWENT:  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  on  2nd  May  and  another  on  4th  - 
8th  Aug;  GOWER:  a  juv.  on  Cefn  Bryn  Common  19lh  -  21st  Sept.;  PEMBROKE:  at  West 
Williamston  on  31st  Aug.  and  on  Skomer  on  the  5th  Sept.;  CEREDIGION:  at  Ynys-hir  on  30th 
Apr.,  7th,  28th  and  29th  May,  at  Cors  Caron  on  14th  Mar.  and  at  Ynyslas  on  29th  July;  in 
MONTGOMERY:  at  Dolydd  Hafren  in  May  and  at  Morfa  Dyfi  on  16th  May;  CAERNARFON: 
at  Conwy  RSPB  on  17lh  June;  ANGLESEY:  at  Cemlyn  on  4lh  May,  at  Carmel  Head  on  17th 
Aug.  and  one  was  400m  out  of  Holyhead  on  the  South  Stack  road  in  flooded  roadside  fields 
from  the  28th  Aug.  until  the  4th  Sept. 

REDSHANK  T.  totanus  P1BYDD  COESGOCH 

(C)  A  scarce  and  declining  breeding  species,  confined  chiefly  to  salt-marshes  but  with  a  few 
pairs  inland.  Abundant  wintering  population. 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300  at 
least  once)  were: 
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GWENT 

Newport 

12 

67 

48 

61 

10 

27 

92 

6 

20 

300 

93 

99 

Peterstone 

300 

360 

200 

262 

2 

42 

66 

74 

224 

200 

550 

440 

Undy 

11 

15 

100 

18 

2 

8 

32 

110 

245 

350 

E.  GLAM. 
Rhymney  E 

300 

150 

125 

1 

12 

650 

500 

700 

Runiney 

- 

650 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

160 

130 

GOWER 

Burry  S 

305 

635 

690 

3 

5 

125 

435 

350 

360 

PEMB. 
Cleddau  E 
CAERN. 

427 

604 

398 

1 

462 

285 

460 

609 

527 

Foryd  Bay 

225 

210 

310 

95 

30 

134 

160 

280 

290 

480 

T.  Lafan 
FLINT 

60 

10 

555 

611 

1058 

589 

P.  Air 

200 

400 

300 

233 

6 

70 

250 

400 

700 

1000 

300 

Oak/Con. 

3000 

2000 

2000 

One  at  Glasbury,  RADNOR  on  25lh  Mar. 

Breeding  records  were:  GWENT:  Although  14  pairs  held  territory  at  Newport  Wetlands  only 
one  chick  was  noted  during  a  CCW  survey;  BRECON:  A  single,  believed  to  be  a  male, 
returned  to  Llangasty  on  10th  Mar.  and  held  territory  until  mid-July.  A  second  bird  was  present 
from  27lh  Mar.,  and  two  more  birds  stayed  for  a  few  days  from  9th  -  16th  Apr.  There  was 
considerable  courtship  and  territorial  behaviour,  but  breeding  could  not  be  confirmed; 
ANGLESEY:  1  pair  bred  at  Valley  Wetlands;  FLINT:  Records  of  displaying  birds  were 
received  from  Shotwick  fields  from  May  although  there  were  no  records  of  confirmed 
breeding. 
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TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

(C)  An  abundant  wader  on  the  coast,  a  passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn  but  most 
numerous  and  widespread  in  winter.  A  few  non-breeding  birds  are  present  throughout  the 
summer.  It  is  rare  inland. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  below  as 
available. 
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J 

J 
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5 
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N 
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GWENT 

Undy 

16 

9 

50 

GOWER 

Burry  S 

30 

45 

15 

170 

30 

Blackpill 

57 

6 

25 

3 

35 

5 

1 

5 

62 

50 

Swansea  D 
PEMB 

53 

83 

56 

27 

11 

2 

73 

91 

148 

85 

96 

Cleddau  E 

30 

46 

112 

10 

29 

67 

52 

Angle 

32 

75 

23 

CERE 
Aberaeron  - 
Llanrhystud 
CAERN 

38 

79 

45 

3 

14 

'4 

5 

30 

101 

26 

61 

43 

Bardsey 

30 

26 

38 

43 

12 

2 

15 

41 

76 

72 

74 

Foryd  Bay 

110 

80 

120 

34 

89 

105 

170 

106 

120 

T.  Lafan 

70 

76 

Other  counts  of  50  or  more  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  78  at  Cardiff  E  foreshore  on  14th  Feb; 
ANGLESEY:  70  were  west  of  Wylfa  on  the  1st  Jan  with  86  here  on  the  2nd  August;  DENBIGH: 
56  at  Towyn  on  3ld  Apr.;  FLINT:  55  at  Mostyn  on  16th  Nov. 

Records  from  inland  counties  were:  BRECON:  one  at  Llangasty  on  16lh  May 

RED-NECKED  PHALAROPE  Phalaropus  lobatus  LLYDANDROED  GYDDFGOCH 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  one  at  Ogmore  Castle,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  16th  Oct. 

GREY  PHALAROPE  P.  fulicarius  LL  YDANDROED  LL  WYD 

(B)  An  uncommon  and  irregular  passage  migrant,  predominantly  to  coastal  areas  and  in  the 
period  September  -  October. 

All  records  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  Kenfig  7th  &  8th  Jan.,  at  Ogmore  Est.  2nd  Sept.,  with 
three  there  on  the  4th,  another  at  Kenfig  on  3rd  &  11th  and  four  passed  Porthcawl  on  the  4th;  in 
GOWER:  in  the  Burry  Inlet  at  Loughor  Bridge  on  2nd  Sept.,  3  at  Wemffrwd/Llanrhidian  on  the 
3rd,  at  Whiteford  on  the  1 1th  Sept,  and  at  the  Burry  Inlet  Breakwater  on  1 1th  Nov.  Elsewhere  one 
found  dead  at  Pennard  Pill  on  8th  Nov.;  PEMBROKE:  2008  was  a  very  good  autumn  for 
records  of  this  species,  with  what  must  have  been  a  large  number  of  individuals  off  shore, 
including  a  count  of  20+  near  the  Smalls  Lighthouse  on  the  17  Sept,  (with  one  group  of  1 1) 
and  3  near  Grassholm  on  19  Sept.  All  other  records  were  of  singles:  near  Smalls  Lighthouse 
on  the  30th  Aug,  off  Freshwater  West  and  North  Haven,  Skomer  on  the  1 1th,  12lh  Sept.  &  7th 
Oct.,-  off  Castlemartin  on  the  2El  Sept  and  near  Grassholm  on  the  25th  Sept.  Recorded  passing 
Strumble  Head:  single  on  13th  Sept.  &  1st  Oct.  and  two  on  2nd  Oct.  Storm  driven  birds  were 
reported  from  Pembroke  Mill  Pond  on  2nd  Sept.,  on  the  driveway  of  a  house  in  St.  Florence  on 
the  11th  Sept,  and  at  Hook  &  Little  Milford  on  the  13th  Sept.;  CEREDIGION:  One  at 
Aberystwyth  marina  from  4th  -  8th  Sept.,  one  on  the  Dyfi  estuary  by  Aber  Leri  on  18th  Sept., 
three  at  Ynyslas  on  26th  Sept,  with  one  here  the  following  day  and  a  single  at  New  Quay  during 
rough  weather  on  lsl  Oct.;  BRECON:  One  was  seen  and  photographed  at  close  quarters  feeding 
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in  a  roadside  puddle  close  to  the  BBNP  Mountain  Centre,  Libanus  on  30  Oct.,  the  first  county 
record  since  1992;  RADNOR:  one  Elan  valley  on  7th  Sept,  was  the  first  county  record; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  Two  were  on  Porthmadoc  Cob  Pools  and  area  12th  -14th  Sept,  with  one 
remaining  to  the  15th.  One  seen  drifting  downstream  at  Ynys  on  the  1 4th,  was  surely  one  of  the 
Porthmadog  birds.  An  adult  and  juv/lst  winter  were  on  the  Broadwater  on  13th  -  14th  Sept.,  with 
one  still  present  on  the  15lh  and  17th;  CAERNARFON:  Singles  were  recorded  off  Bardsey  on  3rd 
Sept,  and  21st  Oct..  There  was  one  at  Dinas  Dinlle  on  14th  Nov.;  ANGLESEY:  One  was  at 
Lleiniog  on  the  14th  and  15th  January,  one  in  Dulas  Bay  on  the  2nd  September,  one  on  the  Alaw 
Estuary  from  the  12th  -  17th  September,  one  at  Traeth  Bychan  on  the  2nd  November,  two  at 
Cemlyn  on  the  12th  Nov.  and  one  off  Amlwch  Port  near  the  Octel  on  the  23ld  Nov.. 


POMARJNE  SKUA  Stet  'corarius  pomarinus 
(B)  A  fairly  common  and  increasing  passage  migrc 
A  summary  of  monthly  totals  from  the  main  sites  i 

Aug. 

PEMBROKE  Strumble  Head  1 

CAERNARFON  Little  Orme 

Bardsey  2 

ANGLESEY  Range/Holyhead 


SGI  WEN  FRE  CH 

it  to  coastal  areas,  particularly  in  autumn. 
tabulated  below: 

Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

11  11  1 

1 

4  1 

1 


Three  winter  records:  one  off  Rumney  Great  Wharf  &  Cardiff  heliport,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on 
10th  Jan.  and  off  the  GOWER  coast:  two  off  Tutt  Head  on  8th  Jan.  and  one  off  Mumbles  Head 
on  the  9th.  Passage  noted  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE,  19th  Aug.  -  5th  Oct.  with  a  late 
record  on  1 1th  Nov.,  max.  daily  count  was  of  8  on  1st  Oct. 


ARCTIC  SKUA  Stercorarius  parasiticus  SGIWEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

(B)  Passage  bird  off  coastal  counties;  scarce  in  spring,  more  numerous  in  autumn,  numbers 
recorded  probably  closely  correlated  with  the  intensity  of  effort  in  sea-watching. 


A  summary  of  monthly  autumn  totals  from  the  main  sites  is  tabulated  below: 

Anr  Mav  bine  Tnlv  Aup  Sent 

Oet 

Nov 

GWENT 

E.  GLAM. 

1 

1 

Cardiff  fore. 
GOWER  P.  Eynon 
Elsewhere 

2 

3 

1  1  1 

1 

PEMB.  Strumble  Hd 

1  118  271 

32 

Elsewhere 
CERE.  Elsewhere 

Dyfi/Borth 
New  Quay 
MEIRIONNYDD 
CAERN.  Bardsey 
Little  Orme 
Elsewhere 
ANGLE.  Elsewhere 
Penmon 
Holyhead  /  Range 
Cemlyn  /  Carmel  Head 
FLINT  Gronant 


1 

2 

3 


4 


3 

4 

12 

40 

1 

6 

1 


1 

6 

4 

8 

68 

12 

3 

6 

2 


1 

1 

1 

38 

3 


18  5  7 

3 


Strumble  Head:  a  total  of  409  logged,  passing  between  31st  July  and  26th  Oct.,  including  29  on 
19th  Aug.,  30  on  30th  Aug.,  32  on  3ld  Sept.,  52  on  4th  Sept  and  84  on  6th  Sept. 

Max.  19  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  4th  Sept. 
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LONG-TAILED  SKUA  Stercorarius  longicaudus  SGIWEN  LOSTFAIN 

(A)  An  uncommon  visitor  recorded  chiefly  along  the  western  seaboard  during  westerly  gales, 
spring  records  are  very  infrequent. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  an  immature  off  Goldcliff  on  6th  Sept.(3'd  county  record);  in 
PEMBROKE:  juvs.  seen  from  Strumble  Head  in  September,  on  the  5lh,  four  on  the  6th  and  one 
on  the  13th  and  another  on  2nd  Oct.;  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  juvs.  /  immatures  on  12lh 
Sept,  and  two  on  1st  Oct.;  juv.,  Carmel  Head,  ANGLESEY  on  30th  Aug. 

GREAT  SKUA  Catharacta  skua  SGIWEN  FA  WR 

(B)  Regularly  recorded  on  autumn  passage  along  the  west  coast  where  small  numbers  are 
also  seen  in  winter  and  spring.  Numbers  vary  annually,  the  highest  counts  dependent  on  the 
strength  and  frequency  of  onshore  gales. 

A  summary  of  monthly  autumn  totals  from  the  main  sites  is  tabulated  below: 


Jan.  Feb  Mar  Apr. 

May  June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

EAST  GLAM.  1 

1 

GOWER 

Port  Eynon 

1 

PEMBR. 

Strumble  Head 

4 

2 

37 

88 

52 

Elsewhere 

1 

CEREDIGION 

1 

1 

3 

MEIRI. 

CAERN. 

Little  Orme 

6 

2 

10 

3 

Bardsey 

11 

22 

44 

ANGLE. 

Point  Lynas 

3 

Amlwch 

1 

1 

3 

Wylfa/Cemlyn 

2 

2 

1 

Elsewhere 

1 

1 

Max.  at  Strumble  Head  of  18  on  4lh  Sept,  and  32  on  the  6th  Sept.;  10  off  Little  Orme  on  5th  Sept, 
and  2 1  off  Bardsey  on  1 st  Oct. 
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SABINE’S  GULL  Larus  sabini  GWYL AN  SABINE 

(A)  An  uncommon  visitor  to  the  coast  in  autumn,  numbers  vary  according  to  the  frequency  of 
westerly  gales. 

All  records  were:  in  PEMBROKE  records  were  from  Strumble  Head,  except  an  adult  off 
Grassholm  on  30th  Aug.  Off  Strumble  Head  were:  adult  16th  Aug.,  adult  20th  Aug.,  adult  &  juv. 
25th  Aug.  and  2  juvs.  on  27th,  adult  3U'  Aug.  In  September:  adult  on  the  V\  juv.  on  the  2nd, 
adult  on  the  3rd,  juv.  on  the  6th  &  12th,  an  adult  &  2  juvs.  on  13th,  an  adult  &  a  juv.  on  14th  and 
an  adult  on  the  18th.  Finally  a  juvenile  there  on  2nd  Oct.;  an  adult  off  New  Quay, 
CEREDIGION  on  28th  June;  an  adult  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  6th  Oct.;  an  adult  off 
Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  7th  Sept. 

KITTIWAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  G  WYLAN  GOESDDU 

(C)  A  breeding  species  in  coastal  areas  from  Glamorgan  to  Caernarfon,  except  Meirionnydd. 
Large  numbers  occur  offshore  on  passage.  Wales  - Amber  listed. 

Breeding  colony  counts  received  were:  GOWER:  97  nests  on  Mumbles  Pier;  in  PEMBROKE: 
A  mean  of  2,282  AON  were  counted  on  Skomer  (range  2323  -  2241),  a  17.5%  increase  on 
2007  figures.  828  nests  were  started  in  the  study  areas,  206  of  which  were  not  subsequently 
completed.  The  622  AONs  produced  a  minimum  of  530  chicks.  The  mean  productivity  of  0.55 
is  a  large  improvement  on  2007  results.  156  AON  Ramsey,  with  a  productivity  of  0.51  (cf. 
zero  in  2007),  predation  by  gulls  appeared  to  be  lower  this  year  compared  to  others.  330  at 
Elegug  Stacks  on  25th  June. 

CAERNARFON:  on  Bardsey,  there  were  212  apparently-occupied  nests  compared  to  last 
year’s  346  AON.  The  total  number  of  chicks  that  were  large  enough  to  fledge  and  were  seen  on 
ledges  was  194,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  0.92,  33.3%  greater  than  last  season  and  24.3% 
higher  than  the  long-term  average. 

Large  or  notable  counts  of  at  least  200  were:  in  PEMBROKE:  1,663  off  Ramsey  on  1 1  Sept, 
and  1,000  off  Strumble  Head  on  lsl  Oct.;  the  usual  build  up  of  non-breeding  birds  off  Bardsey, 
with  up  to  1,390  birds  counted  in  July  and  up  to  4,000  in  August.  In  September  there  were  four- 
figure  counts  on  the  first  four  days  of  the  month,  with  7,000  on  4th  the  peak,  with  numbers  then 
declining  to  just  100  the  following  day  and  as  few  as  ten  on  8  .  There  was  then  no  count 
greater  than  850  until  the  final  day  of  the  month,  when  1,285  were  counted.  In  October  there 
were  movements  of  1,000  on  1st  and  9lh,  5,000  on  17th,  2000  on  18th,  1,587  on  20th  and  2,000  on 
21st.  In  November  there  was  the  usual  late  autumn  flock  of  gulls  present  for  several  days  off  the 
south-east  side  of  the  island.  On  14th  a  minimum  of  15,000  birds  were  estimated,  with  10,000 
on  15th,  16th  and  18th;  1,310  west  of  Wylfa,  ANGLESEY  on  20th  Sept. 

One  on  Llandrindod  Lake,  RADNOR  10th  -  1 1th  Mar. 

BONAPARTE’S  GULL  Chroicocephalus Philadelphia  GWYLAN BONAPARTE 

(A)  A  rare  vagrant. 

The  thirteenth  Welsh  record  was  of  an  adult  at  Ogmore-by-sea,  E.  GLAMORGAN  15th  -  16th 
Jan. 
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BLACK-HEADED  GULL  Lams  ridibundus  GWYLAN  BENDDU 


(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident,  scarce  only  in  south  and  south-east  Wales  during  the 
summer  months.  A  common  and  widespread  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Wales  - 
Amber  listed. 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  GOWER:  1,010  at  Wemffrwd  on  3,d  July,  2,000  at  Pwll-y- 
froga  on  2nd  &  19lh  Aug.,  1,605  at  Penclawdd  on  19th  Aug.  &  1,228  on  2nd  Sept.,  3,695  at  Upper 
Loughor  on  3rd  Jan.  &  1,799  on  14th  Nov.;  in  PEMBROKE:  1,000  at  Nevem  on  26th  Jan.,  2,700 
at  the  Gann  on  19th  Feb.  and  5,000  off  Amroth  on  20th  Dec.  A  colour-ringed  bird  J137  at  Castle 
Pill  on  9lh  Aug.  was  originally  ringed  in  Norway  in  2004;  1,000  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON 
in  October;  1,000  at  Conwy  RSPB  CAERN./DEN.  On  2nd  Aug.;  1,200  at  Connahs  Quay, 
FLINT  on  4th  July. 

Breeding  information:  in  CEREDIGION:  24  nests  at  Ty  Gwyn  pool  on  14Ul  May,  at  least  8 
nests  at  Llyn  Fyrddon  Fach  on  16th  June  and  one  nest  at  Ynys-hir  which  failed  at  the  egg  stage; 
in  BRECON:  approx  40  pairs  attempted  to  breed  at  Brechfa  Pool  but  had  a  poor  season 
fledging  only  6  young  -  all  had  left  by  1 8th  July.  Success  at  the  other  breeding  colony  at  Llyn 
Login,  Epynt  was  equally  poor,  25  pairs  producing  eight  chicks;  in  MONTGOMERY:  bred  at 
Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas,  150  birds  there  in  March,  341  there  on  8th  May;  on  ANGLESEY:  190  pairs 
attempted  to  breed  at  Cemlyn,  with  296  eggs  and  over  80  successful  Hedgings;  bred  at  Fenn’s 
Moss  and  Llyn  Brenig  in  DENBIGH  and  at  Shotton  Steelworks  in  FLINT. 


LITTLE  GULL  Hydrocoloeus  minutus  GWYLAN FEC HAN 

(B)  A  fairly  common,  sometimes  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  to  the  coast. 
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*  an  immature  bird  that  summered  with  non-breeding  Black-headed  Gulls. 


MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Larus  melanocephalus  GWYLAN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 

(B)  An  increasingly  common  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  at  all  times  of  the  year.  Rare 
inland. 

The  table  shows  the  max  day  counts  per  month  from  the  main  recording  sites  (those  with 
multiple  counts): 
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The  largest  counts  were  from:  in  GOWER:  8  at  Wemhalog  on  2nd  Aug.,  13  at  Whiteford  on  the 
3ld,  16  at  Port  Eynon  on  16th  Nov.;  the  Gann,  PEMBROKE  where  21(17  ads,  lx  2nd  w,  3x  Is 
w)  on  10th  Feb.  and  17  there  on  9th  Mar.  Colour-ringed  birds  included  white  RL29  in  Fishguard 
Harbour  on  29th  Jan.,  red  PHY1  there  12th  -  16th  Aug.  (ringed  as  a  chick  in  Poland  in  2006)  and 
3N81  at  Castle  Pill  on  9th  Aug.  (ringed  Belgium  in  2004);  in  CEREDIGION:  large  numbers  in 
the  Aberaeron  area  during  August  &  September,  with  50  on  17th  Aug.  and  32  on  13th  Sept.;  on 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON:  up  to  six  from  12th  -  30th  Oct.,  peaking  at  16  on  the  18th  and  14  on 
the  20th. 


An  adult  reported  amongst  a  Black-headed  Gull  colony  in  RADNOR,  during  July,  was  the  first 
record  of  this  species  for  this  county. 

COMMON  GULL  Lams  canus  GWYLAN  Y GWEUNYDD 

(C)  A  numerous  and  widespread  winter  visitor  with  small  numbers  recorded  on  passage. 
Systematic  counts  from  2  sites  on  GOWER  give  some  indication  of  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of 
this  common  Welsh  species: 

JFMAMJJ  A  S  O  N  D 

Blackpill  1000  1063  503  148  48  8  42  80  300  600  460  1001 

Burry  (S)  1  25  2  290  1045  875  390  135  100 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  1,063  at  Upper  Loughor,  GOWER  on  6th  Feb.  and  600  in  Port 
Talbot  Docks  on  12lh  Jan.:  500  off  Amroth,  PEMBROKE  on  20th  Dec.;  1,200  at  Borth  gull 
roost,  CEREDIGION  on  24th  Jan.  &  1,850  there  on  12lh  Dec.;  2,300  on  the  River  Dee  floods  at 
Trevalyn  Meadows,  DENBIGH  on  25th  Jan.,  1,200  near  Ridleywood  on  8,h  Feb.,  1,100  over 
Acton  Park,  Wrexham  on  1st  Mar  and  1,350  at  Gresford  Flash  on  2nd  Mar.;  600  near  Bodfari, 
FLINT  on  24th  Feb.  and  500  near  Rhuddlan  on  25lh  Feb. 
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RING-BILLED  GULL  Lams  delawarensis  GWYLAN FODRWYBIG 

(B)  An  uncommon  but  regular  visitor  to  coastal  areas,  chiefly  in  the  period  from  mid- 
February  to  the  end  of  May. 

All  records  were  as  follows:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  lsl  w  at  Parc  Tredelerch  on  18th  Feb.  -  10'h 
May,  reappearing  on  31st  Oct.  now  a  2nd  w,  staying  until  the  end  of  the  year;  in  GOWER:  an 
adult  at  Blackpill  on  18th  Mar.  ,  a  2nd  W  there  on  5th  Apr.  and  a  1st  W  at  Swansea  Docks  on  22nd 
Dec.;  in  PEMBROKE:  an  adult  at  Llys-y-fran  Res.  11th  Feb  -  1st  Mar.,  Is1  w  at  the  Gann  1st 
Mar.  -  20th  Apr.,  joined  by  a  2nd  w  25th  Mar.,  an  adult  at  Heathfield  G.P.  on  18th  Oct.,  an  adult 
at  West  Angle  27th  Nov.  -  11th  Dec.,  then  at  Hubberton  12th  -  17th;  a  2nd  year  bird  off  the  Little 
Orme,  CAERNARFON  on  16th  Oct.;  3rd  w  at  Penrhos  CP,  ANGLESEY  between  23rd  Feb.  and 
7th  Apr. 


LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  Larus  fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU LEIAF 

(C)  Breeding  summer  visitor,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 
Monthly  max  at  favoured  sites  (200+  at  least  once,  unless  inland): 
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In  PEMBROKE:  2,000  at  Llys-y-fran  Res.  on  12th  Feb  and  3,500  there  on  26th  Nov.;  800  on  the 
Teifi  Est.,  CEREDIGION/PEMB.  on  13th  Dec.;  220  in  the  lower  Wye,  RADNOR  on  16th  Nov.; 
900  at  Gresford  Flash,  DENBIGH  on  7th  July. 


Reported  breeding  was  as  follows:  GWENT:  23  aon  at  Chepstow  and  40+  at  Dunlop*  Semtex 
were  the  only  breeding  records;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  4,165  nests  on  Flat  Holm.  Breeding  was 
also  probable  at  Grangetown  -  Cardiff  where  “several  pairs”  were  suspected  of  breeding,  and 
pairs  were  observed  mating  at  the  Red  Dragon  Centre  -  Cardiff  and  Cardiff  City  Hall. 

GOWER:  27+  nests  on  roofs;  in  PEMBROKE:  200  AON  on  Ramsey  &  66  on  Bishops  & 
Clerks.  An  estimated  10,419  pairs  nested  on  Skomer,  with  a  very  poor  breeding  success  per 
pair  of  just  0.04.  First  eggs  were  recorded  on  April  28th  (a  day  earlier  than  last  year).  Numbers 
declined  from  mid  August  through  September.A  bird  with  yellow  wing  tag  was  recorded  on 
May  24th;  15  nests  on  rooftops  in  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION,  also  bred  on  Cardigan  Island 
and  along  the  coast;  in  CAERNARFON:  on  Bardsey,  1 1 1  birds  were  sitting  on  nests  in  May 
and  June  compared  with  1 13  last  year,  a  fall  of  1.8%  and  77.2%  lower  than  the  mean  for  the 
period  1998-2008.  During  July  just  28  Hedged  young  were  counted  in  the  colonies  and  on  the 
sea.  The  productivity  calculated  from  these  figures  is  0.25  chicks  per  pair,  68.4%  lower  than 
last  year,  65.3%  lower  than  the  average  from  1998-2008  and  62.7%  lower  than  the  long-term 
average.  No  nesting  attempts  took  place  this  year  on  Ynysoedd  Gwylan;  on  ANGLESEY:  an 
incomplete  count  on  The  Skerries  produced  at  least  477  pairs,  with  poor  productivity,  12 
apparently  occupied  nests  at  South  Stack  (RSPB)  and  1 1  pairs  bred  at  Valley  wetlands;  at  least 
one  pair  nested  in  Towyn,  DENBIGH. 
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HERRING  GULL  Larus  argent atus  GWYLAN  Y PENWAIG 

(C)  Formerly  an  abundant  resident  in  coastal  areas,  now  much  reduced  on  the  islands  and  a 
scarce  breeding  bird  on  the  mainland  coast.  Frequent  in  many  inland  areas,  breeding  on 
several  freshwater  sites.  Wales  —  Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max  at  favoured  sites: 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  (500+)  included:  800  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf,  E.  GLAMORGAN  in 
September;  4,000  at  Port  Talbot  Harbour,  GOWER  in  January;  in  PEMBROKE:  2,000  on  the 
Teifi  Est.  on  13th  Dec.,  700+  off  Amroth  on  20th  Dec.  and  500  at  Llanferran  on  25th  Dec.;  in 
CEREDIGION:  2,000  off  Borth  on  27th  Sept.;  CAERNARFON:  700+  in  Cwm  Pen-llafar  on 
13th  June,  500+  on  the  Great  Orme  on  18lh  Sept.,  with  1,500+  here  on  15th  Nov.  and  650+  on 
1 1th  Dec.;  on  ANGLESEY:  613  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  18th  Mar.,  765  there  on  16th  Oct.  and  832  west 
of  Wylfa  on  18th  Oct.;  1,100  at  Gresford  Flask,  DENBIGH  on  1st  Jan.;  500  at  Rhyl  golfcourse, 
FLINT  on  14th  Mar. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  29+  aon  at  Dunlop  Semtex  Pond  and  39  at 
Chepstow;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  353  pairs  on  Flat  Holm  and  pairs  at  Portobello  Road  and 
Nash  Point;  GOWER:  bred  at  Worm’s  Head  (4  nests),  Devil’s  Truck  (5  nests),  Briton  Ferry 
Docks  (2  nests)  and  Briton  Ferry  Bridge  (3  nests);  PEMBROKE:  412  pairs  nested  on  Skomer, 
breeding  success  per  pair  was  0.69.  First  eggs  noted  on  April  27lh  and  first  chicks  on  May  22nd. 
202  AON  Ramsey  and  75  on  Bishops  &  Clerks. 

Two  pairs  nested  on  rooftops  in  the  Newtown  area,  MONTGOMERY;  CAERNARFON:  On 
Bardsey,  302  apparently- incubating  adults  or  nests  were  located.  This  meant  that  the 
population,  following  a  fall  by  69.1%  in  2007,  had  increased  by  75.6%  on  last  year.  The 
population  is  now  just  29.9%  lower  than  the  long-term  average  of  431.  In  late  June  and  early 
July  just  122  young  were  seen  in  the  colonies  and  on  the  sea  off  the  East  Side,  giving  a 
productivity  of  0.4  chicks  per  pair,  61.2%  less  than  the  productivity  of  1.03  chicks  per  pair  in 
2007,  and  67.7%  lower  than  the  long-term  average.  61  nests  were  found  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr, 
an  increase  of  79.4%  compared  to  last  year’s  34  nests.  From  these,  only  23  fledged  young  were 
seen  in  July,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  0.38.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach  41  nests  were  found, 
compared  with  1 7  nests  last  year,  but  productivity  was  poor,  with  only  1 1  young  counted, 
giving  a  productivity  figure  of  0.27.  The  combined  productivity  for  the  two  islands  from  a  total 
of  102  nests  was  0.33,  65.6%  lower  than  the  mean  productivity  for  the  eleven-year  period 
1998-2008.  An  incomplete  count  on  The  Skerries  of  breeding  birds  produced  at  least  597  pairs 
with  poor  productivity.  There  were  188  apparently  occupied  nests  at  South  Stack  (RSPB). 

This  species  was  a  regular  predator  at  the  Cemlyn  tern  colony.  Large  numbers  nearby  would 
appear  when  fields  were  being  ploughed  numbering  upto  1,000  birds  occasionally  (NWWT). 
Bred  at  Towyn  &  Kinmel  Bay  in  DENBIGH;  bred  at  Gwaenysgor  in  FLINT. 
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YELLOW-LEGGED  GULL  Larus  michahellis  GWYLAN  GOESFELEN 

(A)  An  uncommon  and  irregular  winter  visitor  to  coastal  areas,  formerly  rare. 
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ICELAND  GULL  Larus  glaucoides  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIG 

(A)  An  uncommon  and  irregular  winter  visitor  to  coastal  areas,  formerly  rare. 

Approx,  summary  of  the  different  ages,  in  each  county  (NB.  a  lot  of  crossing  over  of 
individuals): 
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A  1st  w  at  Broadwater  &  Tonfanau,  MEIRIONNYDD  from  2007  remained  until  5th  Aug. 


GLAUCOUS-WINGED  GULL  Larus  glaucescens  GWYLAN ADEINL  WYDLAS 

(A )  Very  rare  vagrant. 

The  first  accepted  Welsh  record  was  of  a  3rd  w  at  Ferryside,  CARMARTHEN  2nd  -  5th  Mar. 
The  bird  was  first  reported  in  Gloucestershire  in  Dec.  2006,  then  Ferrysdie,  after  which  it 
visited  Gloucestershire  again  and  finally  Beddington  Sewage  Farm  in  Surrey. 

GLAUCOUS  GULL  Larus  hyperboreus  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  visitor  to  coastal  areas  of  Wales,  chiefly  in  winter  but 
occasionally  in  summer. 

All  records  were:  1st  w  Cardiff  heliport  and  Rhymney  Est.  E.  GLAMORGAN  5th  -  9th  Feb.;  1st 
w  at  Port  Talbot  Docks,  GOWER  9th  Feb  until  2nd  May;  in  PEMBROKE:  1st  w  at  Llys-y-fran 
on  16th  Jan.  and  adults  at  Newgale  26th  Jan.  and  Teifi  Est.  on  18th  Feb.;  1st  w  near  Aberffraw, 
ANGLESEY  on  15th  &  16th  Feb.;  in  DENBIGH:  a  2nd  w  at  Gresford  Flash  10th  &  12th  Jan.,  a  1st 
s  summered  at  Llanddulas  beach,  7th  Apr.  -  12th  July. 
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GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  Lams  marinus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU FWYAF 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  in  coastal  areas  in  winter,  widely  distributed  breeding  bird 
along  rocky  coastlines  in  single  pairs  or  small  colonies.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max  at  favoured  sites  in  GOWER: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

X 

O 

N 

D 

Blackpill 

22 

9 

10 

9 

24 

100 

76 

25 

44 

15 

22 

11 

Burry  (S) 

30 

15 

40 

15 

15 

10 

75 

40 

40 

95 

25 

25 

Weobley 

13 

6 

1 

9 

5 

9 

56 

20 

25 

76 

1 

6 

Largest  counts  from:  E.  GLAMORGAN,  150  Rhymney  Est.  on  30th  June;  PEMBROKE 
included  150  on  Skomer  on  8lh  Sept.,  130  on  Grassholm  on  13th  Oct.  and  150  at  Sandy  Haven 
on  21st  Dec. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  in  PEMBROKE:  85  pairs  nested  on  Skomer,  a  13  %  decrease 
on  last  year.  Breeding  success  per  pair  was  0.87.  Twenty  seven  pairs  nested  on  Middleholm.  13 
nests  on  Ramsey  and  12  Bishops  &  Clerks.  In  CAERNARFON:  four  pairs  nested  on  Bardsey, 
with  three  pairs  fledging  three  young  and  one  pair  fledging  two,  giving  a  productivity  of  2.75 
chicks  per  pair.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  35  nests  were  found  and  35  young  were  counted,  giving 
a  productivity  figure  of  1.00  chicks  per  pair.  Four  pairs  nested  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach.  The 
overall  productivity  for  the  two  islands  was  1.00.  The  overall  breeding  population  of  39  pairs 
was  16.8%  lower  than  the  eleven  year  mean,  but  only  2.5%  lower  than  the  long-term  mean. 

LITTLE  TERN  Sternula  albifrons  MORWENNOL  FECHAN 

(A)  A  summer  resident  which  breeds  only  at  one  colony  in  Flint,  otherwise  a  spring  and 
autumn  passage  migrant  to  other  coastal  areas,  rare  inland.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

All  records,  of  singles  unless  stated,  as  follows:  in  GWENT:  two  at  Goldcliff  on  25  Apr.;  in 
E.  GLAMORGAN:  singles  at  E.  Aberthaw  24th  Apr.,  Cardiff  Bay  27th  Apr.,  off  Kenfig  Sands 
on  7th  May  and  off  Sker  on  2nd  Sept.;  in  GOWER:  at  Loughor  Bridge  on  19th  Apr.,  at  Blackpill 
on  29th  Apr., with  5  there  on  9th  May,  3  there  on  7th  Aug.,  one  at  Dalton's  Point  Marsh  on  10th 
Aug.,  at  Llanrhidian  on  2nd  Sept,  and  3  at  Loughor  Bridge  on  3rd  Sept.;  in  PEMBROKE:  two 
at  Freshwater  West  on  30th  Apr.,  one  there  20th  May,  2  in  Angle  Bay  on  5tn  Aug.  and  one 
Carew  River  on  3rd  Sept.;  in  CEREDIGION:  one  at  Aberystwyth  on  16th  Apr.,  one  at  Ynyslas 
and  two  at  Ynys-hir  on  2E1  Apr.,  one  at  Ynyslas  on  23rd  Apr.,  two  at  Borth  on  26th  Apr.  and 
one  at  Borth  on  15  May.  On  autumn  passage  recorded  at  Ynyslas  with  one  on  24  July,  two 
on  29th  and  30th  July,  one  on  1st  and  5th  August  with  one  on  Ynyshir  on  28:h  Aug.;  in 
MEIRIONNYDD  three  in  the  Dyfi  on  20th  Apr.,  one  on  the  22nd,  another  2nd  May,  with  two 
there  on  the  14th  and  another  two  on  23rd  July;  three  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on  22nd  June.  One 
off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  8th  Aug.;  on  ANGLESEY  at  Alaw  Est.  on  26th  Apr.,  at 
Cemlyn  on  29th  Apr.  and  in  Beddmanarch  Bay  on  3,d  May. 

Bred  again  at  Gronant,  FLINT  where  four  were  seen  on  15  May.  The  peak  count  in  spring  was 
200  birds  on  28  May.  The  colony  at  Gronant  held  101  pairs  eventually  fledging  104  chicks,  21 
of  which  were  ringed  on  4  July.  The  peak  count  in  the  late  summer  was  340  on  16  July,  as  a 
second  wave  of  birds  arrived  at  Gronant.  The  last  birds  of  the  year  were  8  seen  at  Point  of  Air 
on  20th  July. 
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CORSWENNOL  FARFOG 


WHISKERED  TERN  Chlidonias  hybrida 

(A)  A  rare  migrant. 

Three  records  this  year,  all  adults  in  May,  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  the  4lh,  at  RSPB 
Conwy,  CAERN. /DENBIGH  on  the  9th  and  then  subsequently  at  RSPB  Inner  Marsh  Farm, 
FLINT  on  the  9th  -  20th  and  the  final  bird  at  Llyn  Login,  BRECON  on  the  23,d  before  re¬ 
locating  to  Llangorse  27th  -  28lh.  Previous  to  these  records  there  had  only  ever  been  8  Welsh 
records. 

BLACK  TERN  Chlidonias  niger  CORSWENNOL  DDU 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  in  autumn  but  also  recorded 
on  inland  waters;  spring  records  are  usually  fewer  in  number  but  there  are  substantial 
influxes  in  some  years. 

The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  /  max.  for  some  sites  &  counties: 


Apr.  May  June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

GWENT 

2+ 

Goldcliff 

1 

1 

Llandegfedd 

36+ 

E.  GLAM. 

2 

1 

1 

Kenfig 

8 

5+ 

Porthcawl 

10 

GOWER 

1 

7 

PEMB. 

2  2 

1 

Strumble  Head 

1 

66 

CERE. 

1 

2 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

8 

30 

110+ 

35+ 

Brechfa 

1 

RADNOR 

1 

19 

3 

MONT. 

12* 

MEIR1. 

Dyfi 

1 

5 

CAERN. 

Bardsey 

4 

ANGLE. 

1  1 

1 

2 

1 

FLINT 

Shotwick 

3 

at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  on  8th  May. 

40  passed  Strumble  Head  on  1st  Sept.;  in  BRECON:  on  30th  August  at  first  light,  ca.  30  moved 
away  from  the  Lake  to  the  SE  -  it  is  interesting  to  speculate  that  a  report  from  Llandegfedd 
Reservoir  in  Gwent  of  32  that  arrived  that  morning  could  have  been  these  birds.  Later  on  the 
30  ,  at  least  two  more  groups  of  30+  flew  through  Llangorse  suggesting  that  over  100  birds 
may  have  moved  through  that  day.  Four  remained  on  the  morning  of  31st  August  with  a  new 
arrival  of  cl  8  appearing  after  6pm.  Up  to  3  were  seen  in  the  first  week  of  September,  then  6  on 
the  13th  and  the  last  of  the  year  were  26  on  the  15th;  16  at  Clyro,  RADNOR  on  31st  Aug.;  a  total 
of  37  were  counted  during  4th  -  9lh  Sept,  at  Morfa  Dyfi,  MONTGOMERY. 

WHITE-WINGED  BLACK  TERN  Chlidonias  leucopterus  CORSWENNOL  ADEINWEN 
(A)  A  rare  migrant. 

The  only  record  was  of  a  juv.  at  Shotwick  Lakes,  FLINT  on  the  3,d  -  10lh  Sept. 
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SANDWICH  TERN  Sterna  sandvicensis  MOR  WENNOL  BIGDDU 

(C)  A  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas  in  spring  and  autumn,  scarce 
inland;  it  is  a  regular  breeder  on  Anglesey.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

E.  GLAM. 

23rd  Apr. 

Sker 

29th  Sept. 

Pink  Bay 

GOWER 

7th  Apr. 

12th  Oct. 

2,  Port  Eynon 

PEMB. 

19th  Mar. 

Gann 

15th  Oct. 

2  Strumble  Head 

CERE. 

16th  Apr. 

30,  Aberporth 

28th  Sept. 

15,  Borth/Ynyslas 

MEIRI. 

30th  Mar. 

2,  Llanaber 

5th  Oct. 

5,  Gian  y  mor 

CAERN. 

31st  Mar. 

Aber  Ogwen 

20th  Oct. 

Little  Orme 

ANGLE. 

29th  Mar. 

Menai  Bridge 

1 1th  Oct. 

3,  Penmon  Point. 

DENBIGH 

14th  Apr. 

2,  Towyn 

26th  Sept. 

Towyn 

FLINT 

22nd  Apr. 

Gronant 

23rd  Sept. 

20,  Rhyl 

Two  in  Beddmanarch  Bay,  ANGLESEY  on  21st  Jan. 

The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  /  max.  for  some  sites  &  counties: 


Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

GWENT 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

6 

12 

6 

1 

18 

GOWER 

Port  Eynon 

104 

120 

PEMB. 

1 

50 

1 14 

17 

13 

36 

39 

2 

Strumble  Head 

72 

132 

22 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

2 

1 

CERE/  MEIRI.  Dyfi  Est. 

81+ 

100+ 

270+ 

15+ 

MEIRI. 

Tonfanau 

200 

90 

CAERN. 

Fort  Belan  /  Foryd 

6 

11 

1 

8 

88 

4 

Little  Orme 

2 

1 

DENBIGH 

Towyn  /  Kinmel 

2 

15 

320+ 

400 

FLINT  Point  of  Air  /  Gronant 

1 

64 

590 

Peak  passage  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON:  112  on  19th  Aug.  and  107  on  the  30th.  100+  at 
Dwyfor  Est.  on  15th  Sept. 

The  colony  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY:  409  apparently  occupied  nests  but  many  failed  due  to 
predation  or  disturbance. 

COMMON  TERN  Sterna  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

(C)  A  summer  visitor,  which  breeds  in  Anglesey  and  Flint.  It  is  a  spring  and  autumn  passage 
migrant  to  all  coastal  areas  and  is  the  commonest  of  the  Sterna  species  inland.  Wales  -  Amber 


listed. 

Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

23rd  Apr. 

Go  1  del  iff 

14th  Sept. 

2,  Goldcliff 

E.  GLAM. 

16th  Apr. 

Cardiff  Bay 

9th  Sept. 

2,  Hutchwns  Point  &  Heliport 

GOWER 

24th  Apr. 

15th  Sept. 

3,  Eglwys  Nunydd 

CERE. 

16th  Apr. 

Ynyslas 

7th  Sept. 

MEIRI. 

20th  Apr. 

Dyfi 

2,  Tonfanau 

CAERN. 

ANGLE. 

25th  Apr. 

Beddmanarch  Bay 

o 

O 

-C 

Gs 

Bardsey 

DENBIGH 

24th  Apr. 

Gresford  Flash 

FLINT 

25th  Apr. 

Shotton 

4th  Sept. 

Oakenholt  /  Connahs  Quay 

36  pairs  were  estimated  to  breed  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  with  at  least  2  fledging  (NWWT), 
167  pairs  fledged  a  minimum  of  162y  on  The  Skerries  and  130  pairs  &  10  pairs  at  other  sites. 
At  Shotton  Steelworks,  FLINT  624  pairs  bred  these  pairs  produced  only  537  chicks. 
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The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  /  max.  for  some  sites  &  counties: 


Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

GWENT 

1 

1 

5 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

1 

7 

E.  GLAM. 

4 

48 

1 

12 

8 

PEMB. 

2 

7 

15 

37 

6 

CEREDIGION 

1 

60+ 

1 

30 

29+ 

BRECON  Llangorse 

16 

5 

12 

83 

1 1 

Brechfa 

1 

CAERN.  (excl.  Bardsey) 

16 

1 

DENB.  Towyn 

85 

2 

FLINT  Dee 

150 

114 

Oct. 


Nov. 


th 

Bardsey  had  its  best  ever  autumn  for  this  species,  with  627  counted  passing  on  26  Sept. 


ROSEATE  TERN  Sterna  dougallii  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

(B)  Confined  as  a  breeding  species  to  Anglesey,  but  none  bred  in  2007  &  2008;  elsewhere  it  is 
occasionally  recorded  on  spring  and  autumn  passage  along  the  coasts.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  2  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  30th  Aug.  and  one  on  1st 
Sept.;  one  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION/MEIRIONNYDD  on  2nd  May;  adult  off  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  4th  Sept.  On  ANGLESEY:  reported  from  Cemlyn  but  no  breeding  took 
place.  One  there  on  5lh  June,  four  on  17th  June,  one  on  the  22nd  June,  two  on  lsl  &  8th  July  and 
one  on  3rd  Aug;  one  on  the  River  Clwyd,  at  Rhyl,  DENBIGH  /  FLINT  on  28th  June;  two  at 
Shotton  Steelworks,  FLINT  on  13th  July. 

ARCTIC  TERN  Sterna  paradisaea  MOR  WENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

(C)  The  commonest  of  the  tern  species  breeding  in  Wales.  It  is  confined  to  the  Anglesey  coast 
for  breeding.  Away  from  there,  it  is  a  regular  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas,  generally 
scarcer  than  Common.  Scarce  inland.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

E.  GLAM. 

25th  Apr. 

Barry  Docks 

8th  Oct. 

Ogmore 

GOWER 

7th  Sept. 

3,  Caswell  Bay 

CERE. 

20th  Apr. 

7,  Ynys-hir 

1st  Oct. 

New  Quay 

CAERN. 

20th  Apr. 

Llandudno 

26th  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

22nd  Apr. 

Carreg  Foel 

FLINT 

14th  Sept. 

2,  Point  of  Air 

64  pairs  were 

estimated  to  have  nested  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  with  at  least  4  fledging,  2,338 

pairs  on  The  Skerries  raised  a  minimum  of  1,327  young  and  376-456  birds  at  one  other  site. 


The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  /  max.  for  some  sites  &  counties: 


Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

Julv 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

GWENT 

\ 

2 

Goldcliff 

2 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

14 

7 

1 

2 

1 

GOWER 

1 

10+ 

PEMB. 

12 

1 

12 

2 

CEREDIGION 

36 

31 

12 

6 

3+ 

3 

1 

BRECON 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

RADNOR 

FLINT 

2 

5 

Nov. 


Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  had  its  best  ever  autumn  for  this  species,  with  a  record  182  counted 


th 

on  4  Sept.  On  ANGLESEY:  250  passed  South  Stack  and  were  also  seen  at  Beddmanarch  Bay 


on  the  10th  Sept,  and  86  passed  South  Stack  on  the  1 1th  Sept. 
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GUILLEMOT  Uria  aalge  GWYLOG 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  south-west  and  north-west  counties,  moving  out  to  sea  to 
moult  after  breeding  and  returning  to  the  vicinity  of  colonies  as  early  as  December. 

Breeding  season  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  bred  at  Worms  Head;  in 
PEMBROKE:  On  Skomer  a  mean  total  of  17,088  birds  were  counted,  a  2.6%  decrease  on  2007. 
207  individuals  were  counted  on  Middleholm.  The  mean  productivity  of  0.59  fledged  birds  per 
active  and  regularly  occupied  site  (0.66  per  active  site  only)  is  the  second  lowest  on  record. 
Predation  of  eggs  and  chicks  by  Great  Blacked-backed  Gulls  was  regularly  noted,  while  the 
species  was  also  observed  predating  adult  guillemots  on  a  number  of  occasions.  78%  of  chicks 
‘fledged’  7th  -  13th  July  (seven  days  later  than  2007). 

CAERNARFON:  558  adults  were  counted  on  the  ledges  on  Bardsey,  down  by  13.6%  on  last 
year.  There  was  a  large  fall  (97.5%)  in  the  numbers  of  young  raised  on  the  island  this  year 
compared  with  last.  The  five  young  seen  in  July  were  large  enough  to  leave  the  ledges.  The 
number  of  young  was  98.4%  fewer  than  the  1998-2008  mean  The  number  of  adults  on  ledges 
(AOL)  on  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  was  161,  down  on  last  year’s  count  by  42  birds  (20.7%)  and 
46.80%  lower  than  the  1998-2008  average  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  28  young  were  counted, 
with  none  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach,  a  decrease  of  72.5%  on  last  year’s  total  and  78.4%  lower 
than  the  mean  number  of  young  from  1998-2008.  On  ANGLESEY:  3000  were  on  the  ledges  at 
South  Stack  on  the  10th  Feb.  and  4221  birds  were  counted  on  the  cliffs  at  South  Stack  in  the 
breeding  season  (RSPB).  200  were  seen  from  the  Puffin  Island  cruise  on  the  7th  June  and 
cl, 000  birds  (rough  estimate)  were  on  Middle  Mouse  in  the  summer. 

RAZORBILL  Alca  torda  LLURS 

(C)  A  breeding  resident  on  the  cliffs  and  islands  of  north-west  and  south-west  Wales.  Some 
disperse  south  to  the  Portuguese  coasts  in  winter  with  a  proportion  entering  the 
Mediterranean;  part  of  the  population  remains  in  Welsh  waters. 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  bred  Worm’s  Head;  in  PEMBROKE:  On 
Skomer,  the  mean  total  of  4,973  (range  4,879  -  5,067)  individuals  was  a  2.6%  increase  on 
2007.  The  mean  productivity  per  active  and  regular  site  was  0.17  (0.28  per  active  only  site), 
the  lowest  record  since  records  began  in  1993.  69%  of  chicks  ‘fledged’  between  4  July  and  10 
July  inclusive.  The  first  egg  was  noted  at  Tom’s  House  on  6th  May  (four  days  later  than  in 
2007)  The  only  other  count  was  of  175  Dinas  Head  on  3rd  Apr. 

CAERNARFON:  800  adult  birds  were  seen  in  the  colonies  on  the  east  side  of  Bardsey, 
compared  to  2000  in  recent  years).  Only  38  young  were  found  in  the  colonies  this  year  and  very 
few  eggs  were  found  that  did  not  hatch.  This  is  88.6%  lower  than  last  year  and  90.1%  lower 
than  the  mean  from  1998-2008. On  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  25  adults  were  seen  ashore  in  the 
summer  but  no  young  were  found  this  year.  ANGLESEY:  710  birds  were  counted  on  the  cliffs 
at  South  Stack  in  the  breeding  season  (RSPB).  cl 00  birds  (rough  estimate)  on  Middle  Mouse  in 
the  summer. 

On  autumn  passage  on  Bardsey,  there  were  regular  records  during  September,  with  1,000  on 
21st  the  peak  count  during  the  month.  In  October  there  were  large  movements  on  four  dates, 
with  4,283  on  18th,  2021  on  21st,  and  1,000  the  next  day.  In  November  the  second  largest 
movement  of  the  year  took  place  on  the  4th,  when  an  estimated  4,000  were  seen  moving  south 
in  the  morning. 
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BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle  GWYLOG  DDU 

(A)  A  very  scarce  breeding  resident  in  Anglesey  and  rarely  elsewhere  in  north  Wales.  Occurs 
sparingly  off  the  coasts  of  Wales  outside  the  breeding  season.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  in  PEMBROKE:  Pair  bred  in  Fishguard  Harbour,  rearing  one 
young,  the  first  successful  breeding  since  the  early  19th  century.  Elsewhere,  one  on  the  east  side 
of  Stackpole  Head  12lh  &  13th  June  and  a  1st  w  off  Strumble  Head  on  31sl  Aug.  was  not  thought 
to  have  involved  the  Fishguard  birds.  One  off  Llanaber  beach,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  30lh  Mar. 
and  another  off  Tywyn  on  27th  Apr.;  in  CAERNARFON:  there  was  one  off  Llanfairfechan  on 
6th  Jan.  Bardsey  had  its  best  ever  year  for  this  species,  with  one  on  1st  Aug.,  7  different  birds 
past  on  lsl  Oct,  and  two  more  on  the  3rd  Oct.  On  ANGLESEY:  Birds  were  in  the  Holyhead 
harbour  area  all  year  round,  max.  7  on  22nd  May.  Elsewhere  off  Lligwy,  max.  4  on  lsl  Jan., 
Penmon,  Traeth  Bychan,  Fedw  Fawr  max.  14  on  22nd  July,  Traeth  Dulas  max.  9  on  6th  May, 
Carmel  Head,  Gallows  Point,  Fryars  Bay  and  Llanbedrig  Church. 

LITTLE  AUK  A/te  alle  CARFIL  BACH 

(A)  Scarce  winter  visitor  in  irregular  numbers  offshore  on  the  western  seaboard.  Most 
sightings  in  late  autumn  and  early  winter;  often  associated  with  westerly  gales. 

Singles  passed  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  1st  &  24th  Oct.;  one  off  Borth,  CEREDIGION 
on  8lh  Feb.;  off  CAERNARFON  at  Little  Orme  on  3rd  Oct.,  and  off  Bardsey  on  1st  Oct.  &  28lh. 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAL 

(C)  A  breeding  bird  of  offshore  islands  and  a  few  western  headlands.  Formerly  bred  in  large 
numbers.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

Counts  from  breeding  colonies  included:  in  PEMBROKE:  On  Skomer  the  maximum  spring 
count  of  10,487  is  down  1 1 .2  %  down  on  the  2007  figure  which  was  the  highest  ever  recorded. 
Breeding  success  per  pair  was  0.63.  Two  seen  on  the  water  on  19th  Mar.,  numbers  increased 
over  the  following  week  with  first  landfall  noted  on  25th  Mar.  Intermittent  thereafter  until  nest 
building  in  early  April.  The  first  adult  seen  taking  fish  down  a  burrow  was  on  25th  May  and 
youngsters  seen  at  burrow  entrances  from  10  July.  Numbers  dwindled  to  single  figures  by 
beginning  of  August  and  last  individual  seen  with  fish  was  14  Aug. 

CAERNARFON:  Up  to  60  birds  were  seen  regularly  off  Bardsey  during  the  summer  months, 
and  up  to  six  birds  were  seen  flying  into  the  Razorbill  colony  at  Bau  Felen  and  near  Seal  Cave 
with  food.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  654  apparently-occupied  burrows  (AOBs)  were  counted  this 
year.  There  were  53  AOBs  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach.  The  combined  number  of  AOBs  counted 
(707)  is  1 1.1%  greater  than  the  average  for  the  period  1998-2008.  There  were  18  pairs  at  South 
Stack  in  the  breeding  season  (RSPB). 

STOCK  DOVE  Columba  oenas  COLO  MEN  WYLLT 

(C)  Breeding  resident  occurring  widely  but  not  numerously  up  to  approximately  305  m;  most 
common  in  lowland  areas.  Appears  to  be  getting  scarcer  across  most  of  Wales,  probably  as  a 
result  of  a  change  in  farming  practices  and  a  decline  in  arable  land. 

100.  at  Cleppa  Park,  Newport,  GWENT  on  27th  Dec.,  140  at  Holt,  DENBIGH  on  14th  Mar.  and 
120  at  Shotwick,  FLINT  on  7th  Feb.  were  the  only  sizable  counts  received. 

WOOD  PIGEON  Columba  palumbus  YSGUTHAN 

(C)  Abundant  breeding  species:  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Large  counts  (1,000+)  in  GWENT  included:  3,000  over  Llanwenarth  on  25th  Oct  (in  one  hour), 
2,400  over  Western  Avenue,  Newport  in  15  minutes  on  28  Oct.  and  3,300  counted  at 
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Peterstone  in  the  same  month.  The  only  other  large  count  was  of  1,000  over  Pontnewydd  on  1st 
Nov. 

COLLARED  DOVE  Streptopelia  decaocto  TURTUR  DORCHOG 

(D)  Now  a  widespread  and  common  resident,  having  first  appeared  in  Wales  in  1959. 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur  TURTUR 

(B)  Very  rare  summer  visitor  in  eastern  Wales  with  numbers  declining  further;  passage 
migrant,  mainly  spring,  in  small  numbers. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  GWENT:  at  Collister  Pill  on  5th  May  and  two  on 
the  sea  wall  at  Sluice  farm  on  the  6th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  on  6th 
May,  at  Kenfig  on  7th  May  and  at  Cwm  Nash  on  30th  May;  in  GOWER  in  May:  at  Salthouse 
Point  on  8th  &  9th,  at  Nitten  Field,  Mewslade  on  the  9th,  at  Rhossili  Veil  on  the  10lh  and  two  at 
Kimley  Moor  on  the  23ld;  in  PEMBROKE:  at  Saundersfoot  on  15lh  May,  at  St.  Govan’s  Head 
15th  -  16th  May  and  at  Bosherston  on  17th  May;  in  CEREDIGION:  at  Aberystwyth  on  8th  May 
and  near  Trefenter  on  14lh  Sept.;  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  26lh  Apr.,  27th  Apr.,  7th  &  8th 
May  and  19th  &  20th  Sept.;  on  ANGLESEY:  at  Alaw  Est.  on  3ld  May,  near  Ty-Llwyd,  NE  of 
Rhosneigr  on  27th  May  and  in  a  Llandegfan  in  spring;  a  pair  attempted  to  breed  in  DENBIGH 
but  was  unsuccessful. 

ROSE-RINGED  PARAKEET  Psittacula  krameri  PARACIT  TORCHOG 

(A)  Feral. 

The  only  records  received  were  of  one  at  Sandy  Lane,  GOWER  on  10th  June  and  a  female  in  a 
garden  near  Llangollen,  DENBIGH,  17th  -  19th  Nov. 

CUCKOO  Cuculus  canorus  COG 


(C)  Formerly  a  locally  common  breeding  summer  visitor  to  all  counties  but  appears  to  be 
declining  and  far  from  common;  also  recorded  on  passage. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

15th  Apr. 

2,  Crosskeys 

14th  Sept. 

Saltmarsh  lane 

E.  GLAM. 

20th  Apr. 

Bargoed 

31st  Aug. 

Llanilid 

GOWER 

21st  Apr. 

Crynant 

PEMB 

22nd  Apr. 

Crymych 

9th  Sept. 

Skomer 

CERE. 

12th  Apr. 

Swyddffynon 

BRECON 

19th  Apr. 

Glasfynydd  Forest 

RADNOR 

17th  Apr. 

Presteigne 

13th  Aug. 

Rhosgoch 

MONT. 

24th  Apr. 

4,  lake  Vymwy 

MEIRE 

29th  Apr. 

Rhyd  yr  onnen 

CAERN. 

14th  Apr. 

Tanycoed 

27th  Aug. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

27th  Apr. 

Point  Lynas 

DENBIGH 

25th  Apr. 

Penycae 

5th  Sept. 

Rhuthin 

FLINT 

3rd  May 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

BARN  OWL  Tvto  alba  TYLLUAN  WEN 

(C)  A  breeding  resident  in  all  counties,  population  appears  to  be  stable  in  many  counties  after 
a  prolonged  period  of  decline. 

Reported  from:  21  locations  in  GWENT;  reported  from  21  locations  in  E.  GLAMORGAN; 
bred  at  8+  sites  in  GOWER;  27  locations  in  PEMBROKE;  at  6+  sites  in  BRECON;  22+  pairs  in 
RADNOR;  66  pairs  in  MONTGOMERY  fledged  21  ly;  from  8  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD; 
reported  from  11  sites  in  CAERNARFON;  reported  from  22  sites  on  ANGLESEY;  of  22 
nesting  attempts  reported  in  CLWYD,  84  egges  produced  46  fledged  young  (WRSG). 
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EAGLE  OWL  Bubo  bubo  ERYRDYLLUAN EWROP 

(A  )  Presumed  feral. 

One  of  unknown  race  or  provenance  was  located  in  the  Senni  valley,  BRECON  in  October. 
Subsequent  enquiries  revealed  that  it  might  have  been  in  that  area  for  up  to  twelve  months.  It 
was  seen  well  on  the  10  Oct.,  and  again  on  several  dates  from  early  December  at  a  roost  in  a 
Scots  Pine.  Another  was  reported  in  RADNOR  and  was  present  all  year,  its  prey  items  included 
Tawny  Owl  and  a  cat. 

LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLLUAN  EACH 

(C)  Locally  common  breeding  resident  in  most  eastern  counties,  scarcer  and  probably 
decreasing  in  the  west.  Greatly  under-recorded. 

The  number  of  locations  at  which  this  species  was  reported  in  each  county  were:  GWENT 
(10+),  E.  GLAMORGAN  (16),  GOWER  (2),  PEMBROKE  (3  teritories  on  Ramsey  &  Skomer 
and  at  three  sites  on  the  mainland),  CEREDIGION  (7),  BRECON  (4),  RADNOR  (8), 
MEIRIONNYDD  (1),  CAERNARFON  (6,  including  3  pairs  on  Bardsey),  ANGLESEY  (15), 
DENBIGH  (2+)  and  FLINT  (4). 

TAWNY  OWL  Strix  aluco  TYLL UAN  FRECH 

( D )  A  common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  in  areas  of  woodland  in  all  counties  but 
possibly  declining. 

LONG-EARED  OWL  Asio  otus  TYLLUAN  GORNIOG 

(B)  A  scarce  resident  in  some  counties.  Also  a  scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

All  records  received  were:  in  GWENT:  three  pairs  successfully  reared  7y,  elsewhere  one  at 
Bridewell  Common,  Magor  on  25lh  Mar.;  PEMBROKE:  singles  on  Skomer  on  18th  Sept.,  at 
Marloes  Mere  on  13th  Dec.  and  three  at  Porth  Clais  on  8th  Oct.;  in  BRECON:  calling  birds  were 
located  in  the  breeding  season  at  two  traditional  sites,  with  three  juveniles  seen  at  one  of  these 
in  late  June;  at  three  sites  in  RADNOR;  one  at  lake  Vrywny,  MONTGOMERY  on  25th  Apr.;  on 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  13th  &  30th  Oct.;  one  picked  up  dead  in  the  Malltraeth  valley,  late 
winter  /  early  spring;  at  Foel  Freeh,  Clocaenog  Forest,  DENBIGH  on  15th  June. 

SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.flammeus  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

(C)  Scarce  breeding  resident.  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers  to  all 
counties. 


Approximate  monthly  totals  (excluding  the  breeding  pairs)  were: 

J 

F 

M  A  M  J  J  A  S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Waun  Wen 

1 

Waun  Afon  B 

3 

3 

1 

3 

coast 

1  1 

3 

3 

4 

E.  GLAM. 

1 

2  1  1 

1 

5 

2 

Llanilid 

1 

1 

3 

GOWER 

1 

1 

1 

Tlanrhidian 

1 

2 

PEMB. 

1 

1 

1 

Ramsey 

1  1  + 

1 

St.  Da  vids/Dowrog 

3 

1  + 

1  + 

1  + 

3 

CERE.Cors  Caron 

3 

3 

BRECON 

1  1 

1 

RADNOR 

1 

1 

4 

MONT. 

1 

1 

MEIRI. 

1  1 
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J 


F 


A 


M 


J  J 


A 


S 

1 

2 


O 

2 


N 

1 

? 


D 


CAERN.  1 

Bardsey 

ANGLE.  3  3  1 

Llyn  Coron  4  3  3 

DENBIGH 

Kinmel  3  3  3 

Towyn  4 

FLINT 

Thee  pairs  bred  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE,  with  a  count  of  1 0  birds  present  on  20th  Oct;  4  pairs 
found  in  RADNOR. 


NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus  TROELLWR  MA IV R 

(C)  Widespread  but  scarce  summer  visitor.  The  breeding  population  has  increased  over  the 
past  ten  years  and  is  now  mainly  dependent  on  clearfell  areas  in  forestry  plantations. 

Breeding  records  were  received  as  follows  (they  do  not  constitute  a  complete  census): 
GWENT:  reported  from  4  sites,  including  up  to  3  in  Wentwood;  at  8  sites  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN,  including  5  in  Llanwonno;  at  6  sites  on  GOWER;  9  males  at  5  locations  in 
CEREDIGION;  at  6  sites  in  BRECON;  22  churring  males  in  Dyfnant  forest,  MONTGOMERY 
and  6  at  Morfa  Dyfi  in  July;  4  males  in  the  Penrhyndeudraeth  area  of  MEIRIONNYDD;  a  total 
of  9  males  at  5  sites  in  RADNOR;  at  3  sites  in  CAERNARFON,  a  total  of  6  birds;  two  birds  at 
World’s  End  and  3  at  Foel  Freeh,  Clocaenog  Forest  in  DENBIGH;  two  birds  at  Nercwys, 
FLINT. 


SWIFT  Apus  apus  GWENNOL  DDU 

(C)  A  widespread  and  plentiful  summer  visitor. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

20th  Apr. 

Monmouth  &  West  Pill 

27th  Sept. 

Pontnewynydd 

E.  GLAM. 

18th  Apr. 

Ogmore 

14th  Sept. 

3  Ely  Fields 

GOWER 

27th  Apr. 

Tor  Clawdd 

16th  Sept. 

Mewslade 

PEMB. 

10,h  Apr. 

Skomer 

17th  Sept. 

35,  Skomer 

CERE. 

26th  Apr. 

Aberaeron 

BRECON 

26th  Apr. 

Brecon  Town 

3rd  Sept. 

Llangorse 

RADNOR 

26th  Apr. 

Llanelwedd 

17th  Sept. 

Glasbury 

MEIRI. 

26th  Apr. 

Bala 

CAERN. 

19th  Apr. 

Bardsey 

16th  Sept. 

Llithfaen 

ANGLE. 

27th  Apr. 

2,  Holyhead 

6th  Sept. 

3,  Newlands  Park 

DENBIGH 

26th  Apr. 

2,  Wrexham 

1 7th  Sept. 

Towyn 

FLINT 

27th  Apr. 

Shotton 

5th  Sept. 

Rhuddlan 

Largest  counts  include:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  500+  at  Nantgarw  on  28  Apr.,  500  at  Cardiff 
Bay  on  15th  May,  with  200  there  on  30th  July;  in  GOWER:  130  over  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on 
181'1  May,  400  there  on  the  26th  and  300+  10Ih;  in  BRECON:  32  were  over  Llangorse  on  27th 
Apr.,  where  there  were  350  the  following  day.  Rain  forced  500  birds  to  feed  at  low  levels  over 
Llangorse  on  28lh  May,  and  100+  were  there  on  13lh  June.  The  Brecon  max.  150  occurred  on 
27lh  July  and  related  to  high  numbers  taking  flying  ants  over  the  town,  a  late  date  suggestive  of 
passage  birds  -  50  on  13th  probably  better  reflects  the  local  breeding  population;  100  at 
Llandrindod  Lake,  RADNOR  on  14lh  June;  300  were  reported  over  Valley  Wetlands, 
ANGLESEY  on  the  25th  May;  in  DENBIGH:  200+  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  18th  May  and  200+  at 
Gresford  Flash  on  10lh  July;  100+  at  Shotton  Steelworks,  FLINT  on  29th  June. 
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KINGFISHER  Alcedo  atthis  GLAS  Y  DORLAN 

(C)  Resident  in  lowland  areas. 

Reported  from  48  locations  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  from  16  sites  on  ANGLESEY,  at  12  sites  in 
DENBIGH. 

BEE-EATER  Merops  apiaster  GWYBEDOG  Y  GWENYN 

(A)  A  rare  visitor  to  Wales. 

Two  records  from  PEMBROKE,  both  of  singles,  the  first  at  Dinas  Cross  on  27  Apr.  and  the 

tB 

second  on  Ramsey  on  24  June,  where  the  bird  sat  on  Waterings  exclosure  fence  for  40  minutes 
before  flying  off  high  towards  the  mainland. 

HOOPOE  Upupa  epops  COPOG 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  to  Wales. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  in  PEMBROKE:  on  Ramsey  three  different  spring  records,  the 
first  being  a  single  bird  from  18th  -20th  Apr  followed  by  a  second  bird  seen  flying  in  off  the  sea 
on  23rd  Apr  with  a  third  individual  on  8th  May.  On  the  mainland  singles  at  Crosswell  7th  &  16lh 
Apr.,  at  Moylegrove  16th  -  1 8th  May  and  at  Landshipping  on  6th  June  ;  between  Llanon  and 
Aberarth,  CEREDIGION  on  8th  &  9th  May;  at  Kerry,  near  Newtown,  MONTGOMERY  during 
the  1st  week  of  October;  at  Nant  Bwlch  yr  Heym  in  Gwydyr  Forest  near  Llanrwst, 
CAERNARFON  on  8th  and  9th  Mar.;  on  ANGLESEY:  One  was  seen  at  Hafod  Onnen,  SW  of 
Lastra  Farm  Hotel,  Amlwch  for  two  weeks  at  the  end  of  April/beginning  of  May  and  one  was 
seen  on  the  entrance  track  to  a  farm  between  Bull  Bay  and  Cemaes  on  the  23,d  May. 

WRYNECK  Jynx  torquilla  PENGAM 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  in  Wales,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  in  autumn. 
All  records  were  of  singles:  in  GWENT:  at  Uskmouth  on  20th  Sept.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at 
Blaengarw  30th  Aug.  and  in  September  at  Lock’s  Common  5th  -  7th,  Pant  Marie  Flanders  on  8th, 
Kenfig  on  the  9th,  Cosmeston  on  the  10lh  &  14lh  and  at  Pant  Norton  on  the  13th  &  14lh  ;  in 
PEMBROKE:  on  Skomer  on  31st  Aug,  5th-8th  Sept,  12th- 13th  Sept,  15th- 19th  Sept  and  on  19th 
Sept.  Elsewhere  on  Ramsey  on  1 7lh- 1 8lh  Apr  and  31st  Aug.  One  in  a  garden  at  Dinas  Cross  on 
16th  Sept.;  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  1st  Sept,  and  another  on  the  16th. 

Additonal  record  for  2006,  one  at  West  Hook,  PEMBROKE  on  29th  Sept. 

GREEN  WOODPECKER  Picus  viridis  CNOCELL  WERDD 

(C)  Once  a  common  breeding  resident  throughout  lowland  Wales  except  on  Anglesey.  It  now 
appears  to  be  doing  well  in  some  eastern  and  southern  counties  but  declining  in  most  western 
counties,  and  Montgomery  and  Radnor. 

The  number  of  locations  this  species  was  reported  at  in  each  county  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN 
(85),  GOWER  (53),  PEMBROKE  (7),  CEREDIGION  (15),  BRECON  (16),  MEIRIONNYDD 
(1),  CAERNARFON  (9),  ANGLESEY  (9)  and  FLINT  (4). 

GREAT  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopos  major  CNOCELL  FRAITH  FWYAF 

(D)  A  common  breeding  resident  in  wooded  parts  of  Wales  but  scarce  on  Anglesey  and  the  Llyn 
peninsula. 
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LESSER  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopus  minor  CNOCELL  FRAITH  LEIAF 

(B)  A  scarce  and  local  breeding  resident  in  all  counties,  principally  distributed  in  the  lowlands 
and  along  the  main  river  valleys. 

The  number  of  locations  this  species  was  reported  at  in  each  county  were:  GWENT  (10),  E. 
GLAMORGAN  (9),  GOWER  (4),  PEMBROKE  (4),  CEREDIGION  (4),  BRECON  (3), 
MONTGOMERY  (6),  RADNOR  (4),  MEIRIONNYDD  (1),  CAERNARFON  (2),  DENBIGH 
(3)  and  FLINT  (2). 

SHORT  TOED  LARK  Calendrella  brachydactyla  EHEDYDD  LL  WYD 

(A)  Rare  visitor 

All  accepted  records  were  of  singles  at  Kenfig,  Sker  Beach,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  8th  -  10lh 
May,  at  Pencaman,  St.  David’s,  PEMBROKE  on  22nd  Apr.,  on  the  Great  Orme, 
CAERNARFON  on  4th  May  and  on  Bardsey  on  22nd  -  23,d  May. 

WOODLARK  Lullula  arborea  EHEDYDD  Y  COED 

(A)  Formerly  resident  but  now  extinct  as  a  breeding  species. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  at  Lavemock  Point,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  14th  Nov.;  at  Morfa 
Pinewoods,  Margam  Moors,  GOWER  on  13th  Apr.;  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  30th  Oct. 
and  another  14th  Nov.;  near  Carmel  Head,  ANGLESEY  on  1st  Nov. 

SKYLARK  Alauda  arvensis  EHEDYDD 

(C)  A  widespread  but  declining  breeding  species;  abundant  passage  migrant  in  autumn  and 
winter. 

Large  counts  (over  100)  included:  in  PEMBROKE:  200  at  Castlemartin  on  21st  Sept.,  300+ 
Freshwater  West  &  300  at  Castlemartin  on  12th  Jan.,  150-200  at  Abercastle  on  2nd  Feb.;  220  on 
stubbles  at  Llanhamlach,  BRECON  on  9th  Mar.  Peak  passage  on  Bardsey  was  in  October,  with 
280  on  the  12th,  57  the  following  day,  88  on  the  17th,  1 14  on  the  21st  and  50  on  the  22nd;  1 17  at 
Shotwick  Fields,  FLINT  on  4th  Jan. 

A  survey  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  found  198  singing  birds  on  44  sq.km  of  uplands. 

SAND  MARTIN  Riparia  riparia  G WENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

(C)  Locally  common  breeding  visitor,  most  numerous  in  eastern  counties,  increasing.  Passage 
migrant  in  spring  and  autumn. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

28th  Feb. 

Llandegfedd 

13th  sept. 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

3rd  Mar. 

6,  Cardiff  Bay 

21st  Sept. 

Ogmore 

GOWER 

15th  Mar. 

4,  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

7th  Sept. 

3,  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

PEMB. 

26th  Feb. 

Llangloffan  Fen  &  Heathfield 

16th  Oct. 

Skomer 

CERE. 

15th  Mar. 

Ynyshir 

17th  Sept. 

Aberarth 

BRECON 

4th  Mar. 

Llangorse 

17th  Sept. 

Brecon 

RADNOR 

13th  Mar. 

Glasbury 

17th  Sept. 

Glasbury 

MONT. 

16th  Mar. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

MEIRI. 

30th  Mar. 

Broadwater 

CAERN. 

15th  Mar. 

4,  Bardsey 

16th  Sept. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

1 8th  Mar. 

8,  Llyn  Cefni 

12th  Sept. 

Alaw  Est. 

DENBIGH 

16th  Mar. 

5,  Conwy  RSPB 

11th  Sept. 

Gresford  Flash 

FLINT 

17th  Mar. 

Rhly 

7th  Sept. 

Shotwick  Fields 

Large  counts  of  passage  birds  included  (500+):  at  Cardiff  Bay,  E.  GLAMORGAN  with  3,000 
on  7th  Apr,  2,500  on  6th  Apr  and  1,700  on  7th  Apr.;  at  Llangorse  BRECON:  700  on  7th  and  9th 
Apr.  and  1,400  on  24lh;  550  in  the  lower  Wye,  RADNOR  on  14th  June. 
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Brreding  survey  in  GOWER  found  a  total  of  between  678-679  nesting  holes  in  2008  compared 
to  702-703  in  2007.  The  largest  colony  was  of  441  aon  along  the  River  Loughor  above 
Pontardulais. 


SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica  GWENNOL 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  common  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

29th  Mar. 

Caerloen 

19th  Nov. 

Peterstone 

E.  GLAM. 

18th  Mar. 

Rhoose  Point 

4th  Nov. 

12,  Rhymney 

GOWER 

27th  Mar. 

Garden  Village 

6th  Nov. 

Middleton 

PEMB. 

27th  Mar. 

Strumble  Head 

25th  Nov 

Rosemarket 

CERE. 

20th  Mar. 

Ynys-hir 

11th  Oct. 

Teifi  Marshes 

BRECON 

26th  Mar. 

Llangorse 

30th  Oct. 

Brecon 

RADNOR 

2nd  Apr. 

Knighton 

12th  Oct. 

9,  St.  Harmon 

ME1RI. 

31st  Mar. 

Llanaber 

6th  Nov. 

Tywyn 

CAERN. 

16th  Mar. 

RSPB  Conwy 

3rd  Nov. 

Rachub 

ANGLE. 

18th  Mar. 

Llyn  Alaw 

10th  Nov. 

Penmon  Point 

DENBIGH 

1 6th  Mar. 

Conwy  RSPB 

27th  Sept. 

6,  Nebo  &  3  Bryn  Mawr 

FLINT 

29th  Mar. 

Rhuddlan 

7th  Oct. 

Shotton 

Max  passage 

(500+): 

in  E.  GLAMORGAN: 

500  at  Kenfig  on  29th 

Apr,  8,000  at  Lavernock 

Point  and  fields  on  13th  Sept.,  3,000  at  Ruthin  (North)  on  21st  Sept. 

and  2,700  at  Lavemock 

Point  and  fields  on  15th  Sept.;  in  GOWER:  700  at  Mewslade  and  300  Paviland  both  on  16th 
Sept.;  in  PEMBROKE:  500  passed  Strumble  Head  on  27th  Apr.  and  1,500  on  Skomer  on  4th 
May.  on  Ramsey  12,918  moving  south  7th  Sept-23rd  Oct  with  a  max  of  8,000  on  17lh  Sept.  ;  At 
Cemlyn  there  were  950  feeding  and  roosting  nearby  on  the  29  August  but  had  disappeared  by 
the  1st  Sept.;  500  roosting  at  Acton  Park,  Wrexham,  DENBIGH  19th  Aug.  -  8th  Sept. 

December  records  in  PEMBOKE  included:  3  at  Stackpole  Home  Farm  on  the  9th  &  1 1th,  with 
two  there  on  22nd,  singles  St  Anns  Head  on  1 1th,  at  Pembroke  Dock  on  3rd  &  24th  and. birds  at 
the  Chevron  refinery  on  12th. 

HOUSE  MARTIN  Delichon  urbicum  GWENNOL  Y BONDO 

(C)  Summer  visitor,  well  distributed  and  locally  common.  Increasing. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

5th  Apr. 

12,  Pen-y-fan  &  1  Forest  Coal  Pit 

25th  Oct. 

3,  Goldcliff 

E.  GLAM. 

29th  Mar. 

Cyncoed 

6th  Nov. 

Llanederyn 

GOWER 

10th  Apr. 

Eglwys  Nunydd 

13th  Oct. 

1 0,  Mewslade 

PEMB. 

3rd  Apr. 

Strumble  Head 

26th  Oct. 

Penally 

CERE. 

11th  Apr. 

4,  Teifi  Est. 

4th  Oct. 

Teifi  Marshes 

BRECON 

8th  Apr. 

Llanwrthwl 

RADNOR 

8th  Apr. 

Glasbury 

10th  Oct. 

Howey 

MEIRI. 

15th  Apr. 

2,  Penllyn 

CAERN. 

2nd  Apr. 

2,  Bardsey 

24th  Oct. 

Abersoch 

ANGLE. 

9th  Apr. 

Cemlyn 

12th  Oct. 

Wylfa 

DENBIGH 

3rd  Apr. 

Conwy  RSPB 

13th  Sept. 

20,  Cyffylliog 

FLINT 

4th  Apr. 

4,  Rhuddlan 

7th  Oct. 

Mancot 

Large  counts  on  passage  included  (200+):  in  GWENT:  200  at  Peterstone  on  15th  Sept.  250  on 
23rd,  10  on  18th,  24th  &  25th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  500  at  Nantgarw  on  28th  Apr,  300  at  Cardiff 
Bay  on  15th  May,  1,000  at  Flat  Holm  on  13th  Sept.,  1,000  at  Lavemock  Point  on  8th  Oct.  and 
300  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  5th  Sept.;  in  GOWER:  200  at  Mewslade  on  16th  Sept.;  in  PEMBROKE: 
200  Skomer  on  4th  May,  200  on  Skomer  on  16th  &  17th  Sept.,  400  on  6th  Oct.  and  200  on  7th  & 
8th  Oct.;  in  BRECON:  200  feeding  birds  at  Dyffryn  Farm,  Llanwrthwl  on  2nd  Sept.;  350  at 
Glascwm,  RADNOR  on  1 1th  Sept.;  300  at  Rhydymwyn,  FLINT  on  26th  Aug. 
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RED  RUMPED  SWALLOW  Hirundo  daurica 
(A)  A  rare  migrant. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  one  seen  at  Porth  Wen  (between  Amlwch  and  Cemaes), 
ANGLESEY  on  the  4th  May. 

RICHARD’S  PIPIT  Anthus  richardi  CORHEDYDD  Y RICHARD 

(A)  A  scarce  autumn  passage  migrant. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  at  Cwm  Bach,  E.  GLAMORGAN  26lh  Nov.  CAERNAREON:  Four 
were  seen  on  Bardsey  on  12th  Oct.  (one  flew  south  over  the  South  End,  one  flew  over  Cristin 
Withy,  one  flew  south  over  Carreg  and  one  was  flushed  from  the  North  West  Fields);  one  at 
Gronant,  FLINT  on  9th  May. 

TAWNY  PIPIT  Anthus  campestris  CORHEDYDD  MELYN 

(A)  A  rare  migrant. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  a  single  bird  at  the  east  end  of  the  Range,  ANGLESEY  on  the 
10th  May. 

TREE  PIPIT  A.  trivialis  CORHEDYDD  Y  COED 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  locally  numerous  summer  visitor,  increasing.  Passage  migrant  in 
fairly  small  numbers,  best  marked  on  the  south  coast  in  autumn. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

26™  Mar. 

3,  Brynithel 

29th  Sept. 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

20th  Apr. 

Kenfig 

29th  Sept. 

3  Sker  Point 

GWENT 

6th  Apr. 

Rheola 

PEMB. 

7th  Apr. 

Minewear 

13th  Oct. 

Skomer 

CERE. 

13th  Apr. 

Ynys-hir 

13th  Sept. 

Cwm  Mwyro 

BRECON 

13th  Apr. 

Llanwrthwl 

RADNOR 

12th  Apr. 

Elan  Valley 

16th  Sept. 

Llyn  Heilyn 

MEIRE 

30th  Apr. 

Dolgoch 

CAERN. 

13th  Apr. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE 

22nd  Apr. 

2,  Amlwch 

DENBIGH 

16th  Apr. 

Borras,  Wrexham 

6th  Oct. 

Borras,  Wrexham 

FLINT 

28th  Apr. 

2,  Penycloddiau 

Autumn  passage  on  Bardsey  began  with  one  on  22nd  Aug.  with  two  on  the  28th  and  one  on  31st. 
In  September  there  were  records  on  seven  dates  between  18th  and  26th,  max  15  on  the  18lh. 

43  pairs  found  on  a  survey  of  uplands  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY. 

MEADOW  PIPIT  A.  pratensis  CORHEDYDD  Y  WA  UN 

(C)  A  widespread  and  numerous  breeding  species,  especially  on  moorland.  Winter  visitor  and 
passage  migrant.  Most  breeding  birds  are  summer  visitors. 

Post  breeding/autumn  passage  high  counts  were  noted  at:  in  GWENT:  100  at  Mathem  Oaze  on 
14th  Sep,  200  at  Peterstone  Gout  on  17th,  100  at  Black  Rock  on  19th  and  100,  again  at 
Peterstone  Gout,  on  26lh  Sept.  Inland,  large  tallies  included  80  on  Mynydd  Llangatwg  on  31st 
Aug,  100  at  Canada  Tips,  Blaenafon  on  14th  Sept.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  all  at  Lavernock 
Point  and  fields  with  400  on  26,h  Sept,  130  on  8th  Oct.  and  120  on  13th  Oct.;  200  at  Cwm  Einon, 
CEREDIGION  on  29th  Aug.;  120  on  north  Epynt,  BRECON  on  24th  Sept. 

In  CAERNARFON:  a  movement  of  250+  at  Abersoch  on  7lh  Nov.,  spring  passage  on  Bardsey 
peaked  at  1 15  on  18th  Mar.  and  103  on  14lh  Apr.  In  autumn,  there  was  a  peak  of  580  on  18th 
Sept.  560  were  west  of  Wylfa,  ANGLESEY  on  the  29th  Mar.;  200  over  Penycae,  DENBIGH  on 
27th  Mar.;  150+  at  Shotwick  Fields,  FLINT  on  5th  Jan.  and  120  at  Gronant  on  9lh  July. 

2,883  individuals  counted  on  a  survey  of  Lake  Vyrnwy’s  uplands,  MONTGOMERY. 
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ROCK  PIPIT  A.  petrosus  CORHEDYDD  Y  GRAIG 

(C)  A  breeding  resident  of  rocky’  coastlines  in  all  coastal  counties  except  Flint  and  Gwent. 
Winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 

The  number  of  breeding  Rock  Pipitson  Bardsey  increased  by  three  pairs  (10.3%)  this  year  and 
stands  17.7%  higher  than  the  1998-2008  average.  The  numerous  young  recorded  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  summer  suggests  that  2008  was  another  productive  year.  Migrants  were  noted 
on  Bardsey  in  late  August  and  September,  max  46  on  16lh  Sept.,  with  up  to  32  present  in  late 
October.  A  total  of  95  birds  was  trapped  and  ringed. 

Three  birds  of  the  Scandinavian  race  littoralis  was  seen  at  Ogmore-by-sea,  E.  GLAMORGAN 
on  6lh  Apr.;  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  there  were  three  birds  on  26th  March,  one  on  27th  and 
two  on  30th.  Another  bird  was  seen  on  5th  April  and  was  present  on  7th  and  8th.  .In  autumn,  there 
was  one  on  19th  Oct. 

WATER  PIPIT  A.  spinoletta  CORHEDYDD  Y  DWR 

(B)  A  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers,  mainly  recorded  in  coastal  areas  but  also,  less  frequently 
in  Wales,  inland.  Passage  migrant  in  small  numbers. 


J 

F 

M  A 

M 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  P/SF 

10+ 

2 

7 

Elsewhere 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

1 

Llwyn-on  Res. 

1 

1  1 

1 

Rhymney  GW 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Ogmore 

1 

1 

GOWER 

2 

5 

PEMB. 

1 

1 

CERE.  Elsewhere 

2 

1 

1 

Ynys-hir 

3 

2 

Ynyslas/Leri 

4 

1 

BRECON  Llangasty 

1 

2 

ME1R1.  Llanaber 

1 

CAERN.  Foryd 

1 

2 

1 

CAERN./DEN.  Conwy 

1 

2 

4 

1 

ANGLE. 

2 

DENBIGH 

1 

FLINT  Point  of  Air 

1 

1 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla flava  S1GLEN FELEN 


(B)  A  summer  visitor,  now 

breeding  regularly  in  only  fo 

ur  counties. 

M  A 

M 

J  J  A 

S 

O 

GWENT 

14 

Goldcliff 

1 

2  25+ 

40+ 

E.  GLAM. 

4 

2 

3 

1 

Lavemock 

1 

11  + 

1 

GOWER 

1 

PEMB.  Else. 

3 

1 

16 

Skomer 

1 

3 

Ramsey 

1 

2 

2 

CERE. 

3 

2 

1 

BREC.  Else. 

1  3 

Llangasty 

9 

9 

1 

CAERN." 

5 

1 

Bardsey 

2 

7 

5 

9+ 

ANGLE. 

2 

2 

DENB.  Else. 

2 

1 

Towyn 

1 

4 

F.  Shotwick 

2 

15 

1 
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Highest  counts  were  at  Goldcliff  were  25  on  24th  Aug,  40  on  7th  Sept.,  and  22  on  11th  Sept., 
numbers  then  tailed  off,  but  there  were  12  birds  on  14lh  Sept,  and  1 1  the  next  day  and  the  last 
record  was  of  five  birds  on  27  Sept. 

The  only  breeding  records  received  were:  in  GWENT:  at  Trellech  Grange  and  possible 
breeding  at  Llanbadoc  a  summering  birds  seen  along  the  Mon-Brecon  canal,  The  Bryn  and  Plas 
Machen;  in  BRECON:  only  six  territories  were  located  in  the  Pennorth,  Llangorse  (2), 
Bronllys,  Brechfa  and  Ffordd  Fawr  areas,  but  traditional  sites  elsewhere  in  the  Wye  valley 
between  Llyswen  and  Hay  were  not  fully  checked.  Adults  carrying  food  were  noted  at 
Llangorse  and  Brechfa,  and  fledged  juveniles  were  at  Ffordd  Fawr  in  early  July;  in  RADNOR: 
13  pairs  located  at  three  sites. 

M  f  flava  -  Blue-headed  Wagtail  males:  at  Sluice  Farm,  GWENT  on  7th  May;  in 
CAERNARFON  at  Morfa  Dinlle  on  16th  Apr.  and  on  Bardsey  on  8th  May  and  a  female  on  the 
12th;  at  Malltraeth  RSPB,  ANGLESEY  on  23rd  Apr. 

CITRINE  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  citreola  SIGLEN  SITRA1DD 

(A)  A  very  rare  migrant. 

The  second  and  third  accepted  Welsh  records  were:  of  an  adult  at  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERN.  / 
DENBIGH  on  30th  Apr.  and  a  first-year  male  was  found  on  the  River  Usk  at  BRECON, 
adjacent  to  the  Brecon  STW  outfall,  on  5th  June. 

GREY  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  cinerea  SIGLEN  L  WYD 

(D)  Locally  common  breeding  resident ,  mainly  along  fast-flowing  streams  in  all  mainland 
counties  of  Wales.  Increasing  but  very  scarce  on  Anglesey.  Most  move  away  from  hills  in  the 
autumn  and  either  emigrate  or  frequent  sites  on  lower  ground.  Immigration  in  winter  from 
northern  Britain  and  the  Continent. 

PIED  WAGTAIL  M.  alba  SIGLEN FRAITH 

(C)  A  common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  in  many  habitats.  Autumn  passage  migrant 
and  winter  visitor.  The  continental  race,  White  Wagtail,  M.a.  alba,  is  a  regular  passage 
migrant,  occasionally  breeding. 

Large  roosts  during  the  winter  periods  included:  2,000  at  Abergavenny  town  centre,  GWENT 
on  20th  Feb.,  150  at  Oxwich  Bay  car  park,  GOWER  on  20th  Jan.;  in  BRECON:  Brecon  STW 

tPi 

hosted  the  largest  feeding  flocks  in  both  winters  -  116  on  8  January,  and  110  throughout 
December.  110  at  Llanhamlach  on  9th  Mar.  and  100  at  Llangorse  on  6th  Sept.;  in 
CAERNARFON:  146  were  counted  going  to  roost  at  the  Gloddaeth  Street  -  Mostyn  Street 
roundabout  at  Llandudno  on  14th  Dec.;  in  DENBIGH:  100+  at  Gresford  Industrial  estate  on  31st 
Jan.  and  1 10  on  22nd  Dec. 


Approx,  county  totals  of  White  Wagtails  M.  a.  alba : 


M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

GWENT 

2 

1 

NWR 

46+ 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

18+ 

1 

GOWER 

11 

3 

17 

PEMB. 

18 

2 

1 

6 

9 

2 

CERE. 

20+ 

1 

BRECON 

2 

1 

2 

Llangasty 

6+ 

1 

30+ 

30+ 
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M 

A 

M 

J  J  A 

S 

O 

RADNOR 

3 

MEIRI. 

9 

1 

3 

Broadwater 

20 

CAERN. 

14 

Bardsey 

5 

4 

61 

62 

9 

M.  Madryn 

14+ 

ANGLE. 

2 

46+ 

1 

1 

Malltraeth 

15 

4 

1 

DENBIGH 

1 

1 

Conwy  RSPB 

33 

FLINT 

22+ 

1 

th 

The  largest  counts  included:  in  GWENT  at  Newport  Wetlands  in  April:  19  at  Goldcliff  on  14  , 
20  there  on  the  21sl  &  22nd  and  27+  at  Uskmouth  on  the  22nd.  The  33  at  Conwy  was  on  29th  & 
30th  Apr.;  in  CEREDIGION:  12  Ynys-hir  on  18th  Apr.  and  8  Tanybwlch  on  21st;  in  BRECON: 
20-30  amongst  a  large  and  active  Pied  Wagtail  flock  on  Sailing  Club  meadow,  Llangasty,  30lh 
Sept.  -  3rd  Oct.;  on  ANGLESEY:  12  west  of  Cemlyn  on  12th  Apr. ,  15  at  Porth  Cwyfan  near 
Aberffraw  on  the  22nd  Apr. ,  12  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  on  25th  Apr.  with  15  on  the  28th  and  12 
there  next  day;  in  FLINT:  12  near  Rhuddlan  on  25th  Apr.  and  10  near  Point  of  Air  on  29th  Apr. 

WAXWING  Bombycilla  garrulus  CYNFFON  SIDAN 

(A)  Scarce  winter  visitor. 

All  records  received  were:  up  to  2  in  Western  Avenue,  Newport,  GWENT  27th  &  28th  Dec.  and 
one  at  Caerleon  on  the  28th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  singles  at  Brackla,  Bridgend  on  17th  Dec. 
and  at  Michaelston-le-Pit  on  30  Dec.;  reports  of  up  to  11  birds  in  RADNOR  at  Llandrindod 
Wells,  Presteigne  and  Knighton,  6th  Nov.  -  24th  Dec.;  10  at  Newtown,  MONTGOMERY  on 
19th  Dec.;  in  CAERNARFON:  12  in  the  dunes  behind  golf  course  at  Deganwy  on  24th-25th 
Nov.,  one  at  Aber  Ogwen  on  16th  and  18th  Nov.,  two  at  Morfa  Aber  on  26lh  Dec.;  on 
ANGLESEY:  singles  at  Llanfairpwll  on  2nd  Nov.  and  at  Llanfaes  on  17th  Dec.;  in  DENBIGH: 
10+  at  Towyn  19th  Nov.  with  at  least  one  still  there  on  the  21st  and  15+  at  Pwllycrochan  Woods, 
Colwyn  Bay  on  15lh  Dec. 

DIPPER  Cinclus  cinclus  BRONWEN  Y DWR 

(D)  Common  resident  of fast  flowing  streams ,  particularly  in  hill  areas.  In  winter  some 
individuals  move  into  the  lowlands  and  also  make  use  of  estuaries,  rocky  coasts  and  lake 
edges. 

Generally  much  under-recorded  although  in  GWENT  there  were  widespread  breeding  records.. 
In  the  west  bred  at  4  sites  on  the  River  Ebbw  and  at  Cwmtillery  Lakes  and  probably  bred  on 
Rhymney  and  Afon  Lwyd.  In  north  and  east  bred  at  at  least  6  sites  on  the  Afon  Honddu,  7  sites 
on  the  River  Monnow,  5  sites  on  the  Angidy  Brook  and  8  sites  on  the  Grwyne  Fawr.  Bred  at  4 
sites  on  the  River  Ely,  EAST  GLAMORGAN  and  2  more  territories  located  on  this  river; 
reported  fom  35  localities  in  GOWER;  although  recorded  at  12  sites  in  PEMBROKE,  breeding 
was  only  proven  at  one  site.  In  CEREDIGION  there  were  breeding  records  from  the  Teifi, 
Aeron,  Ystwyth,  Rheidiol,  Leri,  Clettwr  and  Llyfnant.  In  BRECON  about  35  territories  were 
found,  6  on  the  Afon  Nedd  between  Pont  Melin  Fach  and  the  Afon  Pryddin  confluence  and 
others  on  the  Llynfi,  Dulas  and  Wye.  In  MEIRIONNYDD  2  pairs  were  seen  on  the  Migneint 
and  others  probably  bred  in  the  Eisingrug,  Talsamau  area,  in  Rhaeadr  Cwm  Cynfal,  Llan 
Ffestiniog,  at  Bryncrug,  Tal  y  bont,  Dyffryn  Ardudwy  and  Bodilan.  Fledged  birds  noted  at 
Bodwlan.  Probably  bred  at  a  minimum  of  9  sites  in  CAERNARFON  -  pair  on  Afon  Denau 
above  Llyn  Ogwen,  two  displaying  on  Afon  Caseg,  4  feeding  young  on  Afon  Ogwen,  two 
males  engaged  in  a  territorial  dispute  on  Afon  Crafnant  near  Trefriw,  an  adult  with  a  juvenile 
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on  Afon  Llugwy  at  Capel  Curig,  an  adult  carrying  food  on  Afon  Conwy  just  E  of  Llyn  Conwy 
and  a  pair  on  Afon  Gyrach  and  on  Afon  Conwy  near  Betws-y-coed.  In  DENBIGH  only  1 
breeding  record;  in  FLINT  20  young  fledged  from  5  nests  and  1  other  breeding  record.  Yet 
again  there  were  no  records  from  Anglesey. 

WREN  Troglodytes  troglodytes  DRYW 

(C)  Abundant  resident,  found  from  sea-level  to  3,000ft. 

High  breeding  season  counts  included  30  at  Bryngarw  Country  Park,  E  GLAMORGAN,  299 
pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  and  38  on  South  Stack  RSPB  Reserve,  ANGLESEY. 


DUNNOCK  Prunella  modularis  LLYWD  Y GWRYCH 

(C)  Abundant  breeding  resident.  Passage  migrant  and  possible  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 
High  counts  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  included  23  around  Kenfig  NNR  on  4th  Apr.  On  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  13  singing  males  held  terrirtories.  22  pairs  bred  at  South  Stack  RSPB 
Reserve. 

ROBIN  Erithacus  rubecula  ROBIN  GOCH 

(C)  A  common  and  widespread  resident  in  all  counties  and  a  passage  migrant. 

High  counts  for  the  first  winter  period/early  spring  were  50  singing  males  around  Llandegfedd 
Reservoir,  GWENT  on  18th  Mar.  and  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  22  at  Kenfig  NNR  on  lsl  Jan.,  26  at 
Bryngarw  Country  Park  on  2nd  Feb.  and  29  at  Parc  Slip  on  6lh.  Post  breeding  high  counts  were 
of  38  at  Parc  Slip  on  29lh  Aug.  and  33  at  Kenfig  NNR  on  27th  Sept.  In  the  2nd  w.  all  high  counts 
came  from  Parc  Slip  with  21  there  on  9  Oct.  and  20  until  the  end  of  the  year.  There  were  3 1  in 
SH22D  tetrad,  Llanfaelrhys,  CAERNARFON  on  9th  Feb.  and  35  at  Llanllechid  on  1 1th  May,  18 

tVi 

there  on  30  June.  On  Bardsey  3  pairs  bred,  the  highest  number  since  the  island  was 
recolonised  in  2005.  Autumn  passage  on  Bardsey  peaked  at  34  on  16  Sept. and  38  on  11  Oct. 
with  49  the  next  day.  On  ANGLESEY  17  were  west  of  Wylfa  on  10th  Feb. 

COMMON  NIGHTINGALE  Luscinia  megarhynchos  EOS 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

A  male  was  heard  singing  briefly  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  17  May  and  was  later 
trapped.  This  was  the  only  record  this  year. 


BLLETHROAT  Luscinia  svecica  BRONLAS 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

A  white-spotted  male  was  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  10th  -  1 1th  Apr. 


BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicurus  ochruros 


(C)  Spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant.  Winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 
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REDSTART  Phoenicians  phoenicurus  TINGOCH 

(C)  A  numerous  breeding  species  in  deciduous  woodland  and  ffridd  in  many  parts  of  upland 
Wales.  Locally  common  elsewhere;  scarce  on  Anglesey  and  Pembroke.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

E.  GLAMORGAN.  Breeding  was  confirmed  at  6  sites  and  birds  reported  from  a  further  30 
sites.  A  count  at  Garth  Hill  -  Maesteg  on  22nd  Apr.  of  1 1  males  and  a  female.  GOWER:  bred  at 
3  sites;  BRECON.  Counts  of  singing  males  in  April/May  at  Llangynidr  §hd  Llandefalle  Hill 
suggested  numbers  were  better  than  recent  years.  Good  numbers  of  juveniles  were  being 
reported  by  the  middle  of  June.  In  MEIRIONNYDD  in  May  4  pairs  were  in  Rhaeadr  Cwm 
Cynfal,  8  singing  males  in  the  Bryn  Mawr,  Cwm  Cynfal  area  and  2  territorial  males  in  Coed  y 
Gofer;  also  noted  in  the  breeding  season  in  Coed  y  Brenin,  at  Llidiart  area,  Bala  and  at  Pont 
Dolorgan,  Talsarnau.  Probably  bred  at  Maes  Meillion  Farm,  Talsarnau.  There  were  3 
confirmed  breeding  records  in  CAERNARFON  -  above  Llanberis,  at  Ty’n-y-Maes  and  near 
Llynnau  Mymbyr  with  singing  males  at  Cwm  Llan,  Llyn  Gwynant,  between  Capel  Curig 
campsite  and  the  quarry  at  the  foot  of  Moel  Siabod.  In  DENBIGH  nestlings  were  ringed  at 
Pandy,  Llanfair  Talhaiam,  Glasfryn  and  Loggerheads. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

9th  Apr 

Silent  Valley 

20th  Sept 

Farmfield  Lane 

E.  GLAM. 

2nd  Apr 

Rudrey  Common 

5th  Oct 

Kenfig  NNR 

GOWER 

20th  Apr. 

3,  Margam  Moors 

27th  Sept 

PEMB. 

16th  Apr 

Skomer 

CERE. 

2nd  Apr 

Ynys-hir 

BRECON 

12th  Apr 

Pontfaen 

31st  Aug 

Mynydd  llltyd 

RADNOR 

31st  Mar. 

Elan  Valley 

22nd  Sept. 

Elan  valley 

MEIRI. 

19th  Apr 

Broadwater 

CAERN. 

12th  Apr 

Llanbedr-y-cennin 

ANGLE. 

1 8th  Apr 

South  Stack 

27th  Sept 

Ramsey  , 

DENBIGH 

16th  Apr 

Conwy  RSPB  Reserve 

25th  Oct 

Conwy  RSPB  Reserve 

FLINT 

20th  Apr 

Penycloddiau 

1 0th  Aug 

Penycloddiau 

A  poor  year  on  Bardsey  with  ones  and  twos  on  only  10  days  on  spring  passage  and  8  days  in 
the  autumn. 

WHINCHAT  Saxicola  rubetra  CREC  YR  E1THIN 

(C)  Summer  breeding  visitor;  now  predominantly  a  species  of  upland  areas.  Declining. 

E  GLAMORGAN.  Breeding  was  proven  at  Mynydd  Eglwysilan,  Craig  yr  Ysgol  -  Cwmdare, 
Mynydd  Bach  -  Maesteg,  Bargoed,  Gelligaer  Common  and  Pant  Norton  A  very  early  autumn 
migrant  was  noted  at  KNNR  on  24th  July;  PEMBROKE:  only  noted  from  Brynberian  Moor  in 
breeding  season  where  8  territories  were  found;  CEREDIGION:  13  singing  males  at  Cwm 
Doethie  and  10  at  Ynys-hir  (Alt-ddu  and  Foel  Fawr  sections);  BRECON:  Healthy  numbers 
were  reported  in  the  north  and  east  but  birds  were  harder  to  find  in  the  west  of  the  county.  47 
territories  were  found;  36+  pairs  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR;  94  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy, 
MONTGOMERY;  MEIRIONNYDD:  12  at  Trawsnant,  Migneint  on  7lh  May;  males  at  Cwm  yr 
Allt  Lwyd,  Cwm  Hesgyn,  at  Castell  Carndochan,  Llanuwchllyn;  3  pairs  in  the  Pont  y  Gain, 
Afon  Gain,  Trawsfynydd  area  and  22  pairs  on  the  Migneint  in  the  breeding  season,  2  pairs  at 
Bodwlan,  Twllydarren  and  one  at  Pont  y  garth  and  Braich  y  rhiw.  Fledged  birds  noted  at  7 
sites;  CAERNARFON:  breeding  confirmed  near  Dolgarrog,  at  Llynnau  Mymbyr  and  at  Llyn 
Eigiau  with  15  singing  males  near  Dolgarrog,  3  at  Llyn  Eigiau  and  1  at  Nant  Ffrancon; 
DENBIGH  &  FLINT:  no  confirmed  breeding;  maximum  count  was  of  20+  at  World’s  End  on 
20th  June. 
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Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

19th  Apr 

Sudbrook 

8th  Oct 

Farmfield  Lane 

E.  GLAM. 

23rd  Apr 

Mynydd  Bach 

3rd  Oct 

Lavemock  Point 

GOWER 

19th  Mar. 

Margam 

8th  Nov. 

Delvid  Burrows 

PEMB. 

1 8th  Mar 

Skomer 

12th  Oct 

Ramsey 

CERE. 

20th  Apr 

Cors  Caron 

26th  Sept 

Bwlchcrwys  Pond 

BRECON 

28th  Apr 

Llangasty 

RADNOR 

26th  Apr. 

Begwyns 

28th  Sept. 

Glasbury 

MEIR. 

30th  Apr 

Dolgoch 

CAERN. 

4th  May 

Great  Orme 

5th  Oct 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

29th  Apr 

Malltraeth  RSPB 

29th  Sept 

Penmon  Point 

DENB. 

24th  Apr 

Conwy  RSPB  Reserve 

19th  July 

World’s  End 

FLINT 

28th  Apr 

Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  Reserve 

13th  Sept 

Prestatyn 

STONECHAT  Saxicola  torquatus  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

(C)  Breeding  resident,  locally  common  in  coastal  areas  and  spreading  inland.  Increasing. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

GWENT:  10  breeding  records  and  two  probable  records;  E. GLAMORGAN:  bred  at  nine  sites 
with  juveniles  seen  at  a  further  seven  sites;  reported  from  41  locations  in  GOWER; 
PEMBROKE:  22  pairs  bred  on  Ramsey;  CEREDIGION:  22  pairs  bred  along  the  coast  between 
Llangrannog  and  Aberystwyth,  7  pairs  at  Ynys-hir,  3  pairs  Leri  valley  between  Bontgoch  and 
Craig  y  Pistyll;  BRECON:  68  pairs  were  found  with  the  highest  density  on  Mynydd  Illtyd;  bred 
at  Blaengwydi  for  first  time  in  21  years;  78  PAIRS  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  single  pairs  at  5  sites,  3  pairs  at  Twllydarren  and  2  in  the  Llanaber  and 
Nantymynach  areas,  14  pairs  on  Aberdyfi  golf  course  and  Penllyn  marsh  and  min  76  pairs  on 
the  Migneint  in  the  breeding  season.  Fledged  birds  noted  at  12  sites;  CAERNARFON:  a  good 
breeding  season  in  the  uplands,  notably  on  slopes  of  Cameddau  -  7  broods  around  Moel  Faban 
and  Gryn  and  2  pairs  +  young  at  Caer  Cribin;  10  pairs  bred  on  Bardsey  (35  young  fledged); 
ANGLESEY:  Recorded  from  18  sites  but  breeding  proven  only  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  Reserve,  at 
Malltraeth  Cob  and  at  South  Stack  RSPB  Reserve  where  16  pairs  bred;  DENBIGH:  bred  at  5 
sites  and  FLINT:  bred  at  3  sites. 

WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TINWEN  Y  GARN 

(C)  Summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Locally  common,  favouring  upland  areas  with  sheep- 
grazed  turf. 

GWENT:  bred  five  sites;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  30  on  Flatholm  on  Mar  30lh  was  the  highest  count 
for  the  island.  Bred  at  two  sites  with  juveniles  seen  at  a  further  five;  bred  at  13  sites  in 
GOWER;  PEMBROKE:  Some  large  spring  falls  were  reported  e.g.  100+  at  Marloes  Mere  and 
50  at  Pen  Anglas  on  Apr  20th  and  100  at  Strumble  Head  on  Apr  27th;  CEREDIGION:  6  pairs 
bred  along  the  coast  between  Llangrannog  and  Aberystwyth,  1  pair  at  Aberarth  and  6  pairs  at 
Ynys-hir  in  the  Alt-ddu  and  Foel  Fawr  areas;  BRECON:  pairs  were  scarce  in  the  west  but  good 
numbers  in  the  Llanwrthl  area  (10  pairs  in  2  tetrads).  MEIRIONNYDD:  in  the  breeding  season 
pairs  were  located  at  at  least  13  sites  and  also  42  pairs  on  the  Migneint,  9  pairs  in  SH74H 
Manod  Mawr,  Llan  Ffestiniog,  7  singing  male  in  SH74L,  Carreg  y  Foel  Gron,  Migneint  and  9 
territories  in  SH74G  Craig  y  Carreg  Llwyd;  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  1 1  territories  with  10 
chicks  fledged  from  7  territories.  Many  reports  of  broods  in  the  upland  areas  and  there  was  a 
juvenile  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  Sept.  12th;  DENBIGH:  18  were  seen  on  Foel  Lwyd,  Mynydd 
Hiraethog  on  29th  Apr.  Juveniles  were  at  World’s  End  on  June  20th.  FLINT:  one  pair  reported 
breeding  at  Penycloddiau.  Maximum  count  was  of  39  at  Rhuddlan  on  4th  May. 
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Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

14th  Mar 

Cwmcam 

1 9th  Oct 

St.  Brides 

E.  GLAM. 

14th  Mar 

Llantwit  Major 

12th  Oct 

Parc  Tredelerch 

GOWER 

1 5th  Mar. 

Margam  Breakwater 

1st  Nov. 

Penclawdd 

CERE. 

14th  Mar 

Tanybwlch 

11th  Oct 

Teifi  estuary 

PEMBROKE 

21st  Feb 

Marloes 

BRECON 

18th  Mar 

Mynydd  Aberyscir 

8th  Oct 

Crug  Hywel 

RADNOR 

16th  Mar. 

Elan  Valley 

25th  Oct. 

Painscastle 

MONT. 

16th  Mar. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

MEIRI. 

26th  Mar 

Tonfanau 

22nd  Oct 

Arenig  fawr,  Migneint 

CAERN. 

16th  Mar 

Bardsey 

1 7th  Oct 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

15th  Mar 

South  Stack 

24th  Oct 

Soldier’s  Point 

DENB. 

17th  Mar 

Conwy  RSPB  Reserve 

26th  Sept 

Towyn 

FLINT 

25th  Mar 

Fag  Lane  Quarry,  Hope 

15th  Nov 

Heavy  spring  passage  at  Ynys-hir,  CEREDIGION  with  300  counted  from  18lh  -  20th  Apr.  and 
in  MEIRIONNYDD  a  noticeable  movement  in  coastal  south  from  mid  April  to  25lh  Apr.  during 
strong  easterlies.  In  CAERNARFON  22  on  Moel  Faban  by  13th  Apr.  and  60  on  the  Great  Orme 
on  4lh  May,  on  19th  Apr  there  was  a  fall  of  1,200-1,500  birds  in  a  recently  ploughed  and  re¬ 
seeded  field  south  of  Dinas  Dinlle  hillfort;  this  was  thought  to  be  due  to  extremely  strong 
easterly  winds/gales  that  prevailed  at  the  time. 

Autumn  passage  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  peaked  at  31  on  5th  Sept.,  42  on  the  14th,  44  on 
the  16th  and  30  on  the  18th. 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  Greenland  race  leucorhoa  were:  PEMBROKE,  2  near 
Webley  Hotel  on  26th  Apr.  and  four  on  Skomer  on  18th  May;  CAERNARFON:  31  birds  on 
Bardsey  on  16th  Apr.  were  mainly  this  race,  followed  by  91  the  next  day,  80  on  18th,  107  on  the 
19th,  1 12  on  20th  and  139  on  21st,  all  mainly  this  race. 

RING  OUZEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD 

(B)  Summer  visitor  breeding  in  the  uplands  in  decreasing  numbers;  passage  migrant.  Wales  - 
Red  listed. 

Recorded  during  the  breeding  season  at  Coity  Mountain,  GWENT  on  27  May  with  at  least  4 
territories  in  the  Beacons,  BRECON.  In  MONTGOMERY:  5  pairs  at  or  around  Lake  Vymwy 
and  a  pair  at  Llangynog;  in  RADNOR:  five  pairs  at  three  sites;  in  MEIRIONNYDD  singles, 
mostly  males,  at  3  sites  (Arenig  Fawr,  Migneint,  on  Aran  Fawddwy  and  at  Cwm  Cynfal,  Llan 
Ffestiniog)  in  April,  a  singing  male  in  May  at  1  site  (Craig  nyth  Gigfran,  Rhiwbryfdir)  and 
single  males  in  June  at  5  sites  (Manod  Mawr,  Llan  Ffestiniog,  on  Rhinog  Fach,  at  Moel 
Ysgyfarnogod  and  at  Dduallt);  a  pair  at  Llyn  Bodlyn,  Diffwys  in  early  June  and  a  female  at 
Cwm  Moch,  Trawsfynydd  in  late  June.  Four  to  six  pairs  were  found  on  the  Migneint  in  the 
breeding  season.  Most  CAERNARFON  records  came  from  the  Carneddau,  where  in  April  there 
was  a  male  on  Moel  Faban  on  7th  with  a  female  on  the  13th,  a  male  on  Foel  Fras  on  22nd, 
singing  males  in  the  Anafon  valley  on  29th  and  6lh  May  and  on  Gym  Wigau  on  29lh  May,  a 
male  on  crags  near  Cwm  Dulyn  on  9th  June  and  one  in  Cwm  Pen-llafar  on  13lh  June.  There 
were  two  singing  males  near  the  S  end  of  Llyn  Cowlyd  on  3 1 sl  May,  another  singing  on  the  W 
side  of  the  lake  and  3  birds  near  Cwm  Cowlyd,  with  two  more  singing  SW  and  SE  of  Llyn 
Eigiau.  Two  pairs  were  in  an  apparent  territorial  dispute  near  the  summit  of  Crimpiau  on  2nd 
June.  Elsewhere,  singles  were  recorded  in  Nant  Ffrancon  on  the  lower  slopes  of  Mynydd 
Perfedd  on  6th  May  and  9th  Sept,  and  there  were  3  males  and  a  female  at  Upper  Llanberis  on 
3  lsl  May  and  a  pair  above  Y  Fron  on  20th  May  and  a  male  in  Cwm  Penmachno  on  29th  May. 
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Breakdown  of  records  (minima  -  not  including  breeding  records)  by  month  for  each  county: 
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Larger  passage  counts  include  in  spring:  5  at  Craig  Cerrig  Gleisiad,  BRECON  on  7th  Apr.  and  4 
at  Esgair  Irfon  on  24th  Apr.;  4  on  the  Great  Orme,  CAERNARFON  on  20th  Apr.;  9  at 
Penycloddiau,  FLINT  on  28th  Apr.  In  autumn:  7  on  the  RADNOR/BRECON  border  at  Cnwch 
from  29th  Oct.  to  early  Nov.  and  up  to  5  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  26th  -  3  E1  Oct. 


BLACKBIRD  Turdus  merula  MWYALCHEN 

(D)  Abundant  breeding  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 


FIELDFARE  Turdus  pilaris  SOCAN  EIRA 

(C)  A  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  variable  numbers;  usually  abundant. 

Largest  flocks  reported  were  350  at  Ogmore  East,  E  GLAMORGAN;  430  at  Britton 
Ferry /Neath,  GOWER  and  600  over  Port  Talbot  on  16th  Nov.;  675  at  Cors  Caron  on  25th  Nov. 
and  350  at  Penrhyngerwin,  Ynys-hir,  both  in  CEREDIGION,  on  7th  Nov.;  400+  at  Bronydd 
Mawr,  BRECON;  1,000  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  on  26th  Oct;  250  between  Rhoslefain  and 
Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  16th  Nov.;  700  at  Rachub,  CAERNARFON  on  4th  Nov.; 
2,000+  birds  flying  N  over  Penycae,  DENBIGEI  on  13th  Apr.  and  270  on  Penycloddiau, 
FLINTS  on  6th  Nov. 

Table  of  latest  and  earliest  reports  in  each  county: 


Latest 

Site 

Earliest 

Site 

GWENT 

21st  Apr 

Tirpentwys  LNR 

30th  Sept 

Pontnewynydd 

E.  GLAM. 

20th  Apr 

Gam  WEn-Maesteg 

25th  Oct 

Kenfig  NNR 

PEMB. 

2nd  Apr 

Crymych 

28th  Sept 

Frenni  Fawr 

CERE. 

20th  Apr 

Ty’n  y  Graig 

BRECON 

20th  Apr 

Mynydd  Aberyscir 

5th  Oct 

Epynt 

MONT 

11th  Oct. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

MEIRI. 

3rd  Oct 

Tywyn 

CAERN. 

23rd  Apr 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

23rd  Apr 

Penhesgyn  tip  road 

18th  Oct 

Wylfa 

DENBIGH 

1 8th  Apr 

Borras,  Wrexham  and  Cyffylliog 

18th  Sept 

NE  Wrexham 

FLINT 

3rd  Feb 

Cilcain 

26th  Oct 

Near  Cilcain 

A  very  late  record,  possibly  an  oversummering  bird,  in  DENBIGH  was  of  a  single  near 
Llangollen  on  23rd  June. 
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SONG  THRUSH  Turdus  philomelos  BRONFRAITH 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  fairly  common  resident,  formerly  abundant.  Increasing.  Winter 
visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Wales  —  Amber  listed. 

Migration  was  noted  with  24  at  Mynydd  Bach  -  Maesteg  on  27th  Sept.  In  the  2ndw  period  20 
were  at  Cosmeston  on  12th  Oct.  and  32  at  KNNR  on  18th  with  20  at  Lavemock  on  10th  Dec. 
Max  number  in  PEMBROKE  was  23  on  Ramsey  on  17th  Oct.  BRECON:  on  the  23rd  Feb,  20 
males  were  in  song  within  Buckland  Hill  forestry.  There  were  30  within  a  mixed  flock  of 
thrushes  at  Talachddu  on  3rd  Oct.,  indicative  of  autumn  movement.  Autumn  passage  on 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  peaked  at  1 10  on  30th  Oct. 

REDWING  Turdus  iliacus  COCH  DAN-ADAIN 

(C)  An  abundant  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant;  particularly  numerous  in  severe  winters 
Largest  1st  winter  flocks  (>400)  were  1,000  over  Kenfig  pool,  E.  GLAMORGAN;  400  at 
Llangloffan  Fen  PEMBROKE;  500+  in  the  Usk  Valley  and  1000s  flying  west  over  Usk 
reservoir,  BRECON;  500+  flying  north  over  Llandudno,  CAERNARFON  on  25th  Mar.; 
600  at  Penmon  Point,  ANGLESEY;  2,000  flew  over  Penycae,  DENBIGH  on  13th  Apr.  One  was 

iL 

trapped  and  ringed  at  Llangasty,  BRECON  on  8  July. 

Table  of  latest  and  earliest  reports  in  each  county: 


Latest 

Site 

Earliest 

Site 

GWENT 

21st  May 

Brynmawr 

1 5th  Sept 

Bryn  Bach  Park 

E.  GLAM. 

30th  Mar 

Roath 

28th  Sept 

Nash  Point.  Rhymney  estuary 

PEMB. 

30th  Mar 

Geliy 

26th  Sept 

Martletwy  and  Skomer 

CERE. 

2nd  Oct 

Talybont 

BRECON 

21st  Apr 

Beulah 

3rd  Oct 

Talachddu 

RADNOR 

4th  May 

Elan  Valley 

MONT 

1 1th  Oct. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

MEIRI. 

10th  Oct 

Rhwbryfdir 

CAERN. 

27th  Apr 

Bardsey 

28th  Sept 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

1st  Apr 

Llangefni 

24th  Sept 

Llyn  Traffwll 

DENBIGH 

31st  Mar 

Conwy 

8th  Oct 

Borras,  Wrexham 

FLINT 

3rd  Apr 

Connah’s  quay  Nat.  Res, 

24th  Sept 

Rhuddlan 

Largest  2nd  winter  counts  (>400)  included:  in  GOWER:  450  over  Margam  on  3El  Oct.,  and 
2,800  over  Port  Talbot  on  16th  Nov.;  CEREDIGION:  highest  count  was  of  400  at  Ynys-hir  on 
Nov.  12th;  3,000  in  Radnor  Forest,  RADNOR  on  4th  Nov.;  500  in  the  Broadwater/Tonfanau  area 
of  MEIRIONNYDD  on  30th  Oct. 


MISTLE  THRUSH  Turdus  viscivorus  BRYCH  Y  COED 

(C)  A  fairly  common  resident;  many  young  birds  emigrate  in  their  first  autumn. 

Largest  post-breeding  flocks  were  of  31  at  Croesyceiliog,  GWENT  on  11  Aug.;  33  at 
Bargoed,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  22nd  July;  in  GOWER:  30  at  Margam  Abbey  on  25th  Oct.  and 
25-30  at  Uplands,  Swansea  on  10th  Nov.;  35  at  Llyn  Rhosrhydd,  CEREDIGION  on  28th  Sept. 
60  at  Aberyscir,  BRECON  on  21st  July;  in  CAERNARFON  35+  at  Ro  Wen  on  26th  July  and  45 
at  Rachub  on  25th  Sept.;  DENBIGH  30  in  Clocaenog  Forest  on  18th  Sept,  and  20  at  Penycae  on 
10th  Aug.  &  26th  Oct. 

CETTUS  WARBLER  Cettia  cetti  TELOR  CETTI 

(B)  Scarce  breeding  resident  in  south  Wales  and  Anglesey,  increasing;  occasionally  recorded 
on  passage. 

All  records  listed,  numbers  refer  to  singing  males:  GWENT:  72  and  84  within  or  overlapping 
boundaries  of  Newport  Wetlands  Reserve  (NWR),  8  at  Llanwem  steelworks,  5  at  Magor 
Marsh,  3  at  Porton,  singles  at  Whitson,  Magor  Pill,  Redwick,  Newhouse  Farm  industrial  estate 
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and  inland  at  The  Mocrings.  48  were  trapped  and  ringed  at  Uskmouth;  in  E. GLAMORGAN: 
bred  Hendre  lake,  most  records  were  from  Kenfig  NNR  where  14  on  May  4  was  the  highest 
count  for  the  county.  Elsewhere  birds  were  reported  from  Cosmeston  CP,  Cors  Crychydd  Reen, 
Ely  River  Trail,  Leckwith  Common,  Parc  Tredelerch  and  Rumney  Gt. Wharf;  in  GOWER:  at 
23+  sites,  including  7  at  Oxwich,  14  at  Margam  Moors  and  8  at  Crymlyn  Burrows; 
PEMBROKE:  4-5  at  Teifi  Marshes,  3  at  Goodwick  Moor;  2  at  Llangloffan  Fen  and  singles  at 
Trefloyne  Ponds  and  Cors  Penally;  BRECON:  at  least  2  at  Llangasty;  RADNOR:  one  near  Old 
Radnor  18th  -  21st  Dec.;  CAERNARFON:  1  at  Dolgarrog  Station  on  26th  Apr.  &  2nd  May; 
ANGLESEY:  Valley  wetlands  -  three  pairs  bred  and  three  more  off  reserve;  heard  Traeth  Goch 
and  Llyn  Cerrig  Bach. 

PADDYFIELD  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  agricola  TELOR  PAD1 

(A)  A  very /  rare  migrant  from  Asia. 

The  second  accepted  Welsh  record  was  of  one  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  1 1  Oct.  The  only 
other  Welsh  record  came  from  Brecon,  when  one  was  ringed  at  Llangorse  on  1 1th  Sept.  2005. 

MARSH  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  palustris  TELOR  Y  GWERN1 

(A)  A  rare  summer  migrant. 

One  was  caught  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  20th  May. 

MELODIOUS  WARBLER  Hippolais  polyglotta  TELOR  PER 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

Individuals  were  caught  on  Caldey,  PEMBROKE  on  16th  Sept.  &  on  Skomer  on  21st  Sept,  and 
on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  28th  May  and  15th  -  21st  Sept.  The  two  on  Bardsey  represent  the 
1 00th  and  101st  records  for  the  island. 

ICTERINE  WARBLER  Elippolais  icterina  TELOR  AUR 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

One  heard  singing  at  Uwchmynydd,  CAERNARFON  on  30th  May. 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  Locus  tel  la.  naevia  TROELL  WR  BA  CH 

(C)  Summer  visitor,  widely  but  thinly  distributed  in  all  counties.  Passage  migrant.  Wales  —  Red 
listed. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

E.  GLAM. 

13th  Apr 

Kenfig  NNR 

18th  Sept 

Cors  Crychydd  Reen 

GOWER 

14th  Apr. 

Cwm  Ivy  Marsh 

PEMB. 

11th  Apr 

Goodwick  Moor 

CERE. 

17th  Apr 

Pendinas,  Aberystwyth 

2nd  Aug 

Cors  Caron 

BRECON 

16th  Apr 

Y  Gors 

RADNOR 

12th  Apr. 

Ysfa 

MONT. 

20th  Apr. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

CAERN. 

8th  Apr 

Bardsey 

25th  Sept 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

10th  Apr 

Malltraeth  reserve 

28th  July 

Cemlyn 

DENBIGH 

19th  Apr 

Moel  Garegeg,  Llandegla 

3rd  Aug 

FLINT 

20th  Apr 

Rhuddlan 

Rhuddlan 

Spring  passage  on  Bardsey  peaked  at  200  attracted  to  the  Lighthouse  on  the  night  of  22nd/23'd 
Apr. 
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Breeding  information  as  follows:  CEREDIGION:  reported  from  9  sites;  in  BRECON  3  reeling 
males  were  heard  regularly  at  Penrhos  (Llanwrthwl),  3  in  both  Glasfynydd  Forest  and  the 
Colbren  area,  2  at  Pant  Mawr,  and  singles  sang  at  Ty  Segur  (Llanwrthwl),  Cwm  Chwefru 
(head),  Y  Gors,  Nedd  Fechan,  by  the  A4059  above  Cantref  Reservoir,  Ty  Mawr  (Llangasty) 
and  Waunymynach  Common;  9  singing  males  at  Lake  Vyrnwy,  MONTGOMERY;  in 
MEIRIONNYDD  1 1  pairs  were  reported  on  the  Migneint  in  the  breeding  season  and  males 
heard  at  4  other  sites.  CAERNARFON  -  reeling  at  9  sites. 

Autumn  passage  on  Bardsey  began  with  one  on  4th  Aug.  and  peaked  at  12  on  16th  Sept.  It  was  a 
poor  year  on  the  island  by  recent  standards. 

SEDGE  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus  TELOR  YR  HESG 

(C)  A  locally  distributed  summer  visitor,  numerous  in  some  sites,  increasing;  plentiful  passage 
migrant. 

Spring  passage  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  peaked  at  85  on  23rd  Apr.  with  55  on  the  27lh. 
Max.  50  at  Kenfig  NNR  on  May  4th  E. GLAMORGAN;  17  territories  located  at  7  sites  in 
BRECON;  in  CAERNARFON  two  pairs  bred  on  Bardsey,  both  fledging  at  least  one  young. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

14th  Apr. 

Uskmouth 

21st  Sept. 

Llanwern  steelworks 

E.  GLAM. 

9th  Apr. 

Kenfig  NNR 

2nd  Oct 

Kenfig  NNR 

GOWER 

12th  Apr. 

Crymlyn  Burrows 

7th  Sept. 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

PEMB. 

12th  Apr. 

St.  Davids 

3  lsl  Aug. 

Teifi  Marshes 

CERE. 

21st  Apr 

Pendinas,  Aberystwyth 

20th  Aug. 

BRECON 

21st  Apr. 

Llangasty 

Llangorse 

RADNOR 

16th  Apr. 

Bronydd 

MEIRI. 

16th  Apr 

Bryncrug 

i 

CAERN. 

19th  Apr 

Morfa  Madryn 

30th  Aug. 

ANGLE. 

21st  Apr. 

Cors  Goch 

South  Stack 

DENBIGH 

19th  Apr 

Conwy  RSPB  Reserve 

1 1th  Aug 

Conwy  RSPB  Reserve 

FLINT 

20th  Apr 

Shotton  Steelworks 

6lh  Sept 

Near  Rhuddlan 

Fewer  were  trapped  on  autumn  passage  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  than  in  recent  year  (max.  26 
birds  on  Aug.  22nd).  Autumn  passage  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  was  poor,  peaking  at  18  on 
Sept.  16th. 

REED  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus  TELOR  Y  CYRS 

(C)  Local  summer  visitor,  breeding  in  reedbeds  in  many  counties,  increasing;  scarce  passage 
migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

1st  Apr. 

Goldcliff 

29th  Sept. 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

14th  Apr. 

Kenfig  NNR 

2nd  Oct. 

Kenfig  NNR 

GOWER 

20th  Apr. 

Berth  lwyd 

8th  Sept. 

Swansea  Vale 

PEMB. 

25th  Apr. 

Bosherston  and  Slebech 

3rd  Sept. 

Teifi  marshes 

CERE. 

24th  Apr 

Ynys-hir 

29th  Sept. 

BRECON 

23rd  Apr. 

Llangasty 

Llangasty 

RADNOR 

21st  Apr. 

Clyro 

10th  Sept. 

MONT. 

20th  Apr. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

Dolydd  Hafren 

MEIR. 

21st  Apr 

Llwyngwril 

12th  Oct 

CAERN. 

25th  Apr 

Conwy 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

22nd  Apr 

Inland  Sea 

29th  June 

Rhoscolyn 

FLINT 

20th  Apr 

Shotton  Steelworks 

31st  Aug 

Shotton  Steelworks 
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The  largest  counts  of  singing  males  were:  225  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  in  May,  82  at  Cardiff 
Bay  Wetlands  Reserve,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  1st  July,  25  at  Teifi  Marshes,  PEMBROKE  on  8th 
June,  29  at  Malltraeth,  ANGLESEY  on  a  CBC  transect  c.f.  60  in  2007. 

Fewer  were  trapped  on  autumn  passage  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  than  in  recent  years  with  max. 
28  on  two  days  in  August  and  27  were  caught  at  Oxwich,  GOWER  on  22nd  July. 


BLACKCAP  Sylvia  atricapilla  TELOR  PENDDU 

(C)  A  plentiful  summer  visitor  throughout  Wales,  increasing;  passage  migrant  and  small-scale 
winter  visitor. 


Generally  there  was  an  increase  in  wintering  records.  The  table  below  gives  min.  totals  for  both 

winter  periods,  for  each  county,  where  information  available: 

Jan  Feb  Nov  Dec 


GWENT  8  9 

GOWER  1 1 

PEMBROKE  7  3 

CEREDIGION  2 

BRECON 

RADNOR  1 

CAERNARFON  4  1 

ANGLESEY  1  2 


E.  GLAMORGAN:  31  records  for  first  winter  period  and  28  for  second  and  in  BRECON:  27 
records  for  first  winter  period.  30  were  noted  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  27  Apr. 


GARDEN  WARBLER  Sylvia  borin  TELOR  YR  ARDD 

(C)  A  common  and  widely  distributed  summer  visitor.  Regular  passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

10th  Apr. 

Lydart 

1 8th  Sept. 

Peterstone  Gout 

E.  GLAM. 

16th  Apr. 

Flatholm 

28th  Sept. 

Cwm  Nash 

GOWER 

20th  Apr. 

Margam  Moors 

5th  Sept. 

Mewslade 

PEMB. 

23rd  Apr. 

Haverfordwest  golf  course 

7th  Sept. 

The  Patch 

CERE. 

28th  Apr 

Aberarth 

BRECON 

24th  Apr. 

Brecon 

22nd  Aug. 

Danyfan 

RADNOR 

26th  Apr. 

Llanelwedd 

1st  Oct. 

Elan  Valley 

CAERN. 

22nd  Apr 

Dolgarrog  Station 

3rd  Nov 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

2nd  May 

South  Stack 

1 1th  Oct 

Soldiers  Point 

DENBIGH 

19th  Apr 

Conwy 

24th  Sept 

Borras,  Wrexham 

FLINT 

28th  Apr 

Penycloddiau 

3rd  Aug 

Shotton  Steelworks 

LESSER  WHITETHROAT  Sylvia  curruca 

LLWYDFRON  FACH 

(C)  A  summer  visitor,  declining.  Passage  migrant 
Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

in  small  numbers. 

Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

16th  Apr. 

NWR 

20th  Sept. 

Goldcliff  and  Uskmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

21st  Apr. 

Kenfig  NNR 

15th  Sept. 

Cardiff  foreshore 

GOWER 

20th  Apr. 

2,  Margam  Moors 

1 8th  Sept. 

Mewslade  &  Wern-halog 

PEMB. 

20th  Apr. 

Manorbier 

24th  Oct. 

Dale 

CERE. 

26th  Apr 

Penbryn 

RADNOR 

26th  Apr. 

Llanelwedd 

MEIRI. 

27th  Apr 

Tonfanau 

12th  Sept. 

Tonfanau 

CAERN. 

24th  Apr 

Bardsey 

31st  Oct 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

21st  Apr 

Lligwy 

24th  Oct 

Soldiers  Point 

DENB. 

24th  Apr 

Conwy 

22nd  Aug 

Borras,  Wrexham 

FLINT 

24th  Apr 

Wepre  Brook,  Connahs  Quay 

14th  Sept 

Connahs  Quay  Nat.  Res. 
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WHITETHROAT  Sylvia  communis  LL  WYDFRON 

(C)  A  widespread  summer  visitor;  formerly  abundant.  Common  passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

14th  Apr. 

Peterstone  Gout 

20th  Sept. 

Uskmouth,  Peterstone  Gout 

E.  GLAM. 

17th  Apr. 

Kenfig  NNR 

3rd  Oct. 

Lavernock  Point 

GOWER 

5th  Apr. 

Eglwys  Nunydd 

1 7th  Sept. 

Port  Talbot 

PEMB. 

12th  Apr. 

St.  David’s  airfield 

1 7th  Sept. 

Strumble  Head 

CERE. 

19th  Apr 

Borth 

BRECON 

24th  Apr. 

Llangasty 

5th  Oct. 

Cnwch  Wood,  Elan 

RADNOR 

17th  Apr. 

Four  Crosses 

MEIR. 

16th  Apr 

Tywyn 

CAERN. 

1 8th  Apr 

Conwy 

12th  Oct 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

21st  Apr' 

Amlwch 

19th  Sept 

Inland  Sea 

DENBIGH 

9th  Sept 

Kinmel  Bay 

th  *  t  h 

Spring  passage  on  Bardsey  peaked  at  60  on  27  Apr.  and  40  found  after  fall  of  migrants  on  27 
Apr.  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE. 

Breeding  records:  A  count  of  65  was  made  at  Kenfig  NNR,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  4lh  May;  8 
pairs  were  noted  on  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE.  Breeding  records  included  22  singing  males  on  the 
coastal  path  between  Llangrannog  and  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION. 

Autumn  passage  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  peaked  at  62  on  16lh  Sept. 

DARTFORD  WARBLER  Sylvia  undata  TELOR  DARTFORD 

(B)  A  rare  migrant  to  coastal  areas  of  south  Wales.  Bred  in  1998  and  in  small  numbers 
subsequently,  increasing.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

An  all  Wales  survey  revealed  79  territories  in  2008.  These  included:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  no 
records  were  received  from  any  valleys  locations.  Breeding  was  confirmed  at  3  sites,  with 
singing  males  or  pairs  reported  from  several  other  locations.  Highest  count  was  10  on  22nd 
May;  GOWER:  bred  at  7  sites  and  present  at  13  more;  PEMBROKE:  bred  at  8  sites,  >i  pr  at 
some;  CEREDIGION:  a  singing  male  seen  on  a  number  of  dates  from  April  to  June  was  the 
first  county  record;  RADNOR:  recorded  at  one  site  (first  county  record);  ANGLESEY:  display 
and  song  at  Amlwch  from  13  Apr.  to  15  May;  bred  at  3  sites  with  song  at  several  others. 

SUBALPINE  WARBLER  Sylvia  cantillans  TELOR  BRONGOCH 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

The  only  accepted  records  were:  lsl  year  males  on  Ramsey  on  15th  May  and  on  Skomer  19th 
May,  both  PEMBROKE  and  a  first  year  female  trapped  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  13th 
May  13th  and  retrapped  on  the  27th. 

BARRED  WARBLER  Sylvia  nisoria  TELOR  RHESOG 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

All  records  were  of  immatures:  in  CAERNARFON  two  singles  on  Bardsey,  one  on  18th  Sept, 
and  the  other  on  10lh  Oct.;  on  ANGLESEY:  at  South  Stack  on  8th  Sept,  and  one  at  Holyhead 

Breakwater  Quarry  CP  on  23ld  Sept. 

* 

YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  inornatus  TELOR  AELFELYN 

(A)  A  scarce  to  uncommon  but  rapidly  increasing,  autumn  passage  migrant. 

All  records  were  of  singles  in  September  and  October  unless  stated:  at  Llanwem  steelworks, 
GWENT  on  30th  Sept,  was  the  fifth  county  record.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN  at  Lavemock  on  30th 
Sept.,  Kenfig  on  14th  &  16th  Oct. with  two  there  on  18th  and  a  single  on  the  19lh;  PEMBROKE 
saw  a  good  year  for  the  species  with  birds  at  Pencaman  and  Strumble  Head  on  22nd  Sept.,  at 
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Rhosson  Farm,  St.  Davids  on  25th  Sept.,  on  Skomer  on  28th  and  on  1 5th- 1 6th  Oct.  and  25th  and  at 
Whitesands  and  St.  Justinians  on  25  Sept.  There  were  2  at  Dale  Fort  on  12  Oct.  and  one  at 
Dale  Fort  on  1 3th,  then  singles  on  Grassholm  on  13th  Oct.,  at  Porthclais  from  15th  to  17th  Oct. 
and  at  Marloes  on  15th  Oct.  and  from  1 7th  to  19th.  In  BRECON  one  was  caught  and  ringed  on  V1 
Oct.  at  The  Cwm,  Llanwrthl  and  a  second  bird  was  seen  at  the  same  site  on  2nd  Oct. 
CAERNARFON:  8  seen  on  Bardsey.  Two  were  trapped  and  ringed  on  28  Sept. with  singles 
seen  on  October  2nd,  6th,  12th  and  17th.  One  was  trapped  on  6th  Nov.  and  there  was  a  late 
individual  on  19  Nov.  One  was  at  Porth  Meudwy  car  park,  Uwchmynydd  on  12  Oct.  On 
ANGLESEY  singles  were  found  at  Holyhead  Breakwater  Quarry  CP  on  12  Oct.  and  at 
Soldier’s  Point  on  24th  Oct. 

In  2007  the  bird  that  was  at  Maesteg  cemetery,  E.  GLAMORGAN  was  there  only  on  24th  & 
25th  Oct.  not  until  24th  Nov. 

RADDE’S  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  scharzi  TELOR  RADDE 

(A)  Rare  autumn  vagrant. 

The  7th  accepted  Welsh  record  was  of  one  on  the  Great  Orme,  CAERNARFON  on  28th  Sept. 

WESTERN  BONELLI’S  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  bonellii  TELOR  BONELLI 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

One  trapped  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  24th  -  25th  Sept.  2007  was  previously  accepted  and 
published  as  Eastern  /  Western,  but  with  additional  information  now  attributed  to  Western 
Bonelli’s  Warbler. 

WOOD  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  sibilatrix  TELOR  Y  COED 

(C)  A  summer  visitor  to  oak  woods  throughout  most  of  upland  Wales,  declining;  passage 
migrant  in  small  numbers  at  coastal  sites. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

21st  Apr 

Nant  Gwyddon  forest 

E.  GLAM. 

27th  Apr. 

Norton  Woods,  Ogmore  Down 

20th  July 

Coed  Cefii  Fforest 

GOWER 

23rd  Apr. 

Cwm  Duffryn 

PEMB 

26th  Apr. 

M  inwear 

CERE. 

18th  Apr 

Ynys-hir 

7th  Sept. 

BRECON 

24th  Apr. 

The  Cwm,  Llanwrthl 

Cwm  Claisfer 

RADNOR 

17th  Apr. 

Llandrindod  Wells 

CAERN. 

2nd  May 

Llyn  Gwynant 

31st  Aug. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE 

24th  Apr. 

Aberlleiniog 

30th  Aug. 

Carmel  Head 

DENBIGH 

25th  Apr 

Eglwyseg 

In  GWENT:  breeding  suspected  or  proven  at  18  sites  with  8  nests  at  Wentwood;  singing  at  12 
sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  at  12  sites  in  GOWER;  in  CEREDIGION  7  singing  males  were 
heard  at  Betws  Bledrws  in  May  and  6  at  Olmarch  in  June. 
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CHIFFCHAFF  Phylloscopus  collybita  SIFF-SIAFF 

(B)  A  locally  common  breeding  visitor  in  most  counties,  wintering  in  small  numbers.  Scarce  on 
Anglesey. 

Summary  of  wintering  records  by  month  and  county,  where  information  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Nov 

GWENT 

10 

14 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

42 

54 

PEMBROKE 

11 

11 

BRECON 

1 

1 

2 

CAERNARFON 

2 

ANGLESEY 

2 

2 

1 

E.GLAMORGAN :  42  records  in  1st  winter  period  and  54  in  2nd  winter.  PEMBROKE  in  1st  w 
period  up  to  7  birds  at  1 1  sites.  December  records  included  two  at  Stackpole  NNR  on  the  9th,  3 
at  St.  Ishmaels  on  the  22nd,  1 1  on  the  29th  and  13  on  the  31st. 

WILLOW  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  trochilus  TELOR  YR  HELYG 

(C)  The  most  abundant  summer  visitor.  Numerous  in  suitable  habitats  up  to  around  670  m.  Also 
numerous  passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

25th  Mar 

Boat  lane 

6th  Oct 

Black  Rock 

E.  GLAM. 

1 8th  Mar. 

Llanharan  Marsh 

6th  Oct. 

Kenfig  NNR 

GOWER 

30th  Mar. 

2,  Eglwys  Nunydd 

23rd  Sept. 

Mewslade 

PEMB. 

31st  Mar. 

St.  Davids  and  Cwm  yr  Eglwys 

13th  Oct. 

Dale 

CERE. 

1st  Apr 

Teifi  marshes 

31st  Aug 

Aberystwyth 

BRECON 

5th  Apr. 

Four  sites 

25th  Sept. 

Cwmgwdi 

RADNOR 

31st  Mar. 

Presteigne 

CAERN. 

28th  Mar 

Bardsey 

29th  Sept 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

22nd  Mar. 

Malltraeth 

Large  counts  included  79  at  Kenfig  NNR,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  21st  Apr.,  165  on  Ramsey, 
PEMBROKE  on  20th  Apr.,  70+  at  Marloes  on  same  date  and  100+  at  Strumble  Head, 
PEMBROKE  on  27lh  Apr.  On  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  autumn  passage  peaked  on  20th  Aug. 
with  200+  birds;  67  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY. 

GOLDCREST  Regulus  regulus  DRYW EURBEN 

(C)  An  abundant  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Increasing. 

Widespread  throughout  the  recording  area. 

On  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  there  was  a  fall  of  39  on  3 1st  Mar.;  CAERNARFON  -  during  spring 
passage  on  Bardsey,  there  was  an  influx  of  220  on  31st  Mar.  with  60  still  present  on  1st  Apr.  and 
65  on  the  3rd.  On  autumn  passage  there  were  daily  counts,  mostly  of  up  to  80  in  September, 
with  peaks  of  450  on  the  16th,  1 12  on  the  22nd  and  225  on  the  28th.  In  October,  there  were  up  to 
60  birds  daily  on  the  first  1 1  days  of  the  month  and  332  on  the  12th,  with  numbers  declining 
thereafter. 

FIRECREST  Regulus  ignicapilla  DRYW PENFFLAMGOCH 

(B)  A  Scarce  breeding  resident  and  uncommon  passage  migrant.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Table  below  summarises  the  monthly  occurrence  for  each  county. 

JFMAMJJAS  o  nd 

GWENT  2 

GOWER  111  I  i  3 

PEMB-  9  6  4  15  6  8 

RADNOR 

MEIR.  i 
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J  F  M  A 
CAERN.  1 

Bardsey  4  1 

ANGLE.  1111 

DENBIGH 


M  J  J  A  S  O 

2 

3  1 

2 

1  1 


1 8  reports  first  winter  period  and  6  for  scond  winter  period  E. GLAMORGAN. 
Four  pairs  bred  at  two  sites  in  RADNOR. 


N 

3 

1 

3 


D 

2 

2 


SPOTTED  FLYCATCHER  Muscicapa  striata  GWYBEDOG  MANNOG 

(C)  Once  a  common  summer  visitor,  now  appears  to  be  declining;  passage  migrant,  May  and 
August  /  September.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

27th  Apr. 

Uskmouth 

30th  Oct. 

Peterstone  Gout 

E.  GLAM. 

3rd  May 

Bargoed 

20th  Sept. 

Pant  Norton 

GOWER 

2nd  May 

Pant-y-sais 

29th  Sept. 

2,  Middleton 

PEMB. 

6th  May 

Martins  Haven,  Pencaman  and  Cemaes  Hd 

6th  Oct. 

Skomer 

CERE. 

6th  May 

Aberffrwd 

BRECON 

3rd  May 

Llewel 

18th  Sept. 

Brechfa 

MEIR. 

5th  May 

Rhaeadr  Cwm  Cynfal 

12th  Sept. 

Tonfanau 

CAERN. 

3rd  May 

Foryd 

1 1th  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

4th  May 

Soldiers  Point 

16th  Oct. 

Soldiers  Point 

DENBIGH 

30th  Apr. 

Acton  Park,  Wrexham 

14th  Sept. 

Cyffylliog 

FLINT 

8th  May 

Gwysaney,  Sychdyn 

GWENT: 

breeding 

confirmed  at  7  sites 

and  possible 

at  a  further 

3  locations: 

GLAMORGAN:  bred  at  3  sites;  GOWER:  bred  at  6  sites  and  present  at  6  others; 
CEREDIGION:  bred  at  6  sites;  BRECON:  39  territories  located;  at  two  sites  in  DENBIGH;  at 
one  in  FLINT. 


RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula parva  GWYBEDOG  BRONGOCH 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

The  only  accepted  records  were:  one  at  Dale,  PEMBROKE,  on  5lh  Oct.  and  one  in  the 
Plantation  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  on  12th  Oct. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula  hypoleuca  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

(C)  A  numerous  summer  visitor  in  most  mainland  counties,  but  a  rare  breeding  bird  on 
Anglesey.  Now  declining. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

16th  Apr 

Llanfoist 

E.  GLAM. 

20th  Apr 

Flatholm 

20th  Sept 

Pant  Norton 

GOWER 

17th  Apr. 

Margam 

28th  Sept. 

Middleton 

PEMB. 

19th  Apr 

Blackpool  Mill 

11th  Oct 

Ramsey 

CERE. 

2nd  Apr 

Ynys-hir 

BRECON 

1 1th  Apr 

Llangasty 

MEIRI. 

24th  Apr 

Talybont 

CAERN. 

21st  Apr 

Bardsey 

28th  Sept 

Bardsey 

DENBIGH 

9th  Apr 

Erddig 

FLINT 

28th  Apr 

Penycloddiau 

10th  Aug 

Penycloddiau 

There  were  only  3  confirmed  breeding  records  in  GWENT  -  2  broods  ringed  in  boxes  at  Old 
Church  wood,  Penallt,  a  pair  nesting  in  an  ash  tree  at  Maesyberan,  Llanthony,  and  2  broods  at 
Brynithel,  one  of  which  was  ringed.  Only  2  confirmed  breeding  records  in  E.  GLAMORGAN, 
in  Cwm  Nant  Gwyn  and  in  Cwm  Nofydd.  In  GOWER:  47  pairs  laid  eggs  in  the  Cwm  Clydach 
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study  area,  35  pairs  fledged  180y,  3.8/box.  Re-traps  included  a  dying  bird  in  Liberia  from  this 
June  and  a  female  originally  ringed  near  Newcastle,  Shropshire  took  up  residence  in  one  of  the 
boxes  this  year.  In  CEREDIGION  again  none  nested  in  boxes  at  Llanerchaeron  whilst  at  Ynys- 
hir,  44  pairs  bred  rearing  1 76  young  to  fledging.  Singing  males  were  reported  from  25  sites  in 
BRECON.  In  MEIRIONNYDD  singing  males  were  heard  at  Coed  y  Gofer,  in  Coed  y  Brenin, 
in  the  Bryn  Mawr,  Cwm  Cynfal  area  and  at  Cae  ‘r  blaidd,  Llan  Ffestiniog  and  breeding  proven 
at  Abergynolwyn  Station  and  Cae  Poeth.,  In  CAERNARFON  the  only  possible  breeding  record 
was  a  female  with  a  juvenile  at  Bethesda  on  20  June.  In  DENBIGH  and  FLINT  the  breeding 
season  was  better  than  in  2007  and  most  records  referred  to  nestlings  ringed.  In  Denbigh  36  at 
Glyn  Arthur  on  8th  June,  43  at  Pandy  on  7th  June,  63  near  Llanfair  Talhaiam  on  8th  June  and  100 
at  Prion  on  7th  June.  In  Flint  13  near  Nannerch  on  8th  June,  12  at  Coed  y  Felin,  Hendre  on  31s1 

tPi 

May  and  18  there  on  5  June. 

BEARDED  TIT  Panurus  biarmicus  TITW  BARFOG 

(A)  An  erratic  breeding  species  in  one  or  two  locations  in  very  small  numbers  from  the  mid- 
1960 ’s  to  the  late  1980 ’s  and  more  recently  at  Newport  Wetlands;  otherwise  a  rare  autumn  and 
winter  visitor  to  reedbed  areas. 

Proven  breeding  at  NWR  (GWENT)  with  4-10  birds  seen  Jan-May  and  up  to  7  from  September 
to  December.  In  E. GLAMORGAN  a  male  frequented  Cosmeston  Lakes  CP  from  15th  Nov.  into 
2009. 

Additional  record  for  2007:  two  at  Cardiff  Wetlands,  E.  GLAMORGAN  28th  Mar.,  with  3 
males  +  female  there  29th  Mar.  -  4th  Apr.  and  one  heard  on  1 0th  Apr. 

LONG-TAILED  TIT  Aegithalos  caudatus  TITW  CYNFFON-HIR 

(C)  A  relatively  common  resident,  widely  distributed  except  on  parts  of  Anglesey  and  Llyn. 
Numbers  fluctuate  widely  from  year  to  year  in  response  to  the  severity  of  winter  weather. 
Increasing.  Unusual  on  the  islands. 

In  PEMBROKE  on  Ramsey  6  on  22nd  Oct.  were  the  first  records  since  1995.  Further  records 
followed  with  4  on  30th  and  25  on  31st  Oct.,  7  on  Ll  Nov.  with  1  on  2nd  and  8  on  3rd.  On 
Skomer:  4  on  24lh  Oct.  and  3  on  the  29th,  10  on  1st  Nov.  rising  to  25  on  the  3rd  (highest  ever 
record),  a  flock  of  12  were  seen  heading  for  Grassholm  on  this  day.  Over  22  on  4  Nov.,  10  on 
the  5th,  eight  on  the  6th,  five  on  the  8th  and  four  on  the  14th  and  16th.  There  was  a  record  influx 
of  this  species  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  starting  with  a  minimum  of  six  on  31sl  Oct.  On  1st 
Nov.  a  minimum  of  60  birds  was  counted,  though  probably  many  more  were  present  on  the 
island.  The  following  day  31  were  seen,  with  30  on  the  3,d.  Up  to  three  birds  were  then  seen  on 
and  off  to  19th. 

MARSH  TIT  Poecile palustris  TITWR  WERN 

(C)  A  resident  species,  strongly  sedentary,  widespread  but  patchily  distributed  in  the  eastern 
half  of  Wales  and  in  Pembroke.  Scarce  or  absent  in  other  western  and  northern  areas. 
Declining  across  its  range.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

43  records  came  from  GWENT,  mainly  in  the  east,  numbers  being  down  on  2007.  4-5  birds 
were  seen  at  3  sites  with  7  (including  a  family  group  of  4)  at  one  of  these  -  Wentwood.  There 
were  only  16  records  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  most  from  the  east.  Pairs  were  observed  in  suitable 
breeding  habitat  at  2  sites;  Michaelston-le-Pit  and  Parc  Slip  outside  the  breeding  season.  No 
breeding  records  were  received  and  the  remaining  reports  were  of  singles  at  1 1  sites.  Reported 
from  15  locations  in  GOWER.  In  CEREDIGION  birds  were  reported  from  6  sites  in  the 
breeding  season  and  2  m,ore  in  the  winter.  In  BRECON  1-2  seen  during  the  winter  at  garden 
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feeders  at  9  sites  ;  one  was  seen  at  Comin  Coch  and  6  pairs  in  the  Llanwrthl  district  in  the 
breeding  season,  seen  at  2  sites  in  the  winter  in  CAERNARFON.  In  DENBIGH  1-2  birds  at  16 
sites  with  5  on  24  Apr.  near  Bont-newydd  where  they  are  regular.  In  FLINTS  6  records,  all 
singles  except  one  of  2  birds. 

WILLOW  TIT  Poecile  montanus  TITW'R  HEL  YG 

(C)  A  thinly  distributed  resident,  most  frequent  in  south  and  east  Wales  and  absent  from  most 
of  north-west  Wales.  Declining  across  its  range.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

No  records  from  Anglesey.  Seven  reports  from  6  sites  in  GWENT;  1 1  reports  from  7  sites  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN  (no  breeding  records)  and  5  reports  from  GOWER:  in  CEREDIGION  seen 
throughout  the  year  at  Cors  Caron  with  breeding  taking  place  and  a  flock  of  six  seen  on  June 
10th.  Other  breeding  season  records  came  from  Olmarch.  from  Llanfair  Clydogau,  at  Cross  Inn 
forest  and  at  Pont  Einion.  During  Bird  Atlas  field  work  in  2008  recorded  in  only  four  tetrads  in 
the  breeding  season  but  slightly  more  widespread  in  winter  when  it  was  recorded  in  eight 
tetrads;  in  BRECON  there  were  widespread  reports,  with  more  from  the  north  of  the  county. 
Birds  were  seen  through  the  year  at  Usk  Reservoir  (2  males  singing)  and  at  12  other  sites; 
reported  from  12  sites  in  RADNOR;  in  CAERNARFON  recorded  from  only  2  sites;  in 
DENBIGH  singles  at  3  sites  with  2  at  another  site  and  in  FLINTS  singles  at  2  sites. 

COAL  TIT  Periparus  ater  TITW PENDDU 

(D)  A  widespread  and  fairly  common  resident.  Most  numerous  in  conifer  woodlands.  Has 
increased  in  the  second  half  of  the  20lh  century  with  the  spread  of  conifer  plantations. 

BLUE  TIT  Cyanistes  caeruleus  TITW  TOMAS  LAS 

(C)  An  abundant  resident  species,  most  numerous  in  deciduous  woodland  but  not  restricted  to 
this  preferred  habitat,  especially  in  winter  when  it  is  more  numerous.  Increasing.  Unusual  on 
the  Welsh  islands. 

The  only  large  count  of  nests  was  in  the  Coed-y-Bedw  scheme  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  where 
there  were  34  occupied  boxes,  with  203  young  fledging.  20%  of  boxes  failed  to  produce  any 
young  because  of  the  cold,  wet  spring. 

GREAT  TIT  Parus  major  TITW  MA  WR 

(C)  A  widespread  and  numerous  species  throughout  Wales  up  to  approximately  500m  above 
sea  level.  Increasing.  Unusual  on  the  Welsh  islands. 

As  with  Blue  Tit,  the  nest  box  scheme  in  Coed-y-Bedw,  E.  GLAMORGAN  had  the  largest 
number  of  occupied  boxes  (45)  with  200  young  fledging  and  a  20%  failure  rate. 

NUTHATCH  Sitta  europaea  DELOR  Y  CNA  U 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  fairly  numerous  resident  of  mature  deciduous  and  mixed 
woodland  throughout  Wales.  Increasing.  Unusual  on  the  Welsh  islands. 

One  trapped  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  16th  Sept,  was  only  the  5th  record  for  the  island 
and  the  first  since  2001. 

TREECREEPER  Certhia familiaris  DRINGWR  BACH 

(C)  Resident.  Widely  distributed  in  woodlands  throughout  Wales.  Increasing.  Unusual  on  the 
islands. 

One  trapped  on  Bardsey  on  21bt  Sept,  was  the  1st  record  here  since  2005. 
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GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  oriolus  EUR  YN 

(A)  A  scarce  summer  visitor,  recorded  in  all  counties  and  particularly  in  Pembroke.  Most  of  the 
records  fall  in  May  and  June  as  is  to  be  expected  with  a  species  overshooting  its  continental 
breeding  areas. 

Accepted  records  include:  a  female  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  from  21st  -  26lh  May;  in 
CAERNARFON:  a  male  at  Caeathro  on  18th  May,  one  was  also  seen  in  Iolyn  Park,  Conwy  on 
8th  June.  Three  records  of  immature/female  birds  on  Bardsey:  in  May  on  the  5th,  17lh  and  25th. 

WOODCHAT  SHRIKE  Lcmius  senator  CIGYDD  PENGOCH 

Three  accepted  records  from  PEMBROKE:  a  male  at  Treginnis,  St.  David’s  on  13th  May,  a 
male  at  St.  Bride’s  on  20th  May  and  a  female  at  Martin’s  Haven  on  8th  June. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  Lanins  collurio  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH 

(A)  A  scarce  passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn  chiefly  to  coastal  areas,  formerly  a 
widespread  breeding  species  in  small  numbers. 

A  pair  attempted  to  breed  for  the  third  year  running  in  South  Wales,  but  was  unfortunately 
unsuccessful,  presumably  due  to  the  inclement  weather. 

Migrants  reported:  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  a  lsl  w  bird  was  trapped  on  13th  Sept,  but  was 
found  dead  on  the  16th  after  24  hours  of  persistent  and  torrential  rain;  ANGLESEY:  a  P'  w 
female  at  Soldiers  Point  from  9th  -  1 1 th  Sept. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  Lanins  excubitor  CIGYDD  MA  WR 

(A)  A  scarce  but  annual  winter  visitor,  occasionally  recorded  on  passage. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  otherwise  stated:  GWENT:  one  on  3rd  Oct.  at  Castle 
Meadows,  Abergavenny;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  bird  seen  from  October  2007  at  Perthcelyn 
remained  until  2nd  Apr.  Other  reports  from  Llanwonno,  Bwlch  y  Lladron  and  Craig 
Abercwmboi  in  the  same  period  probably  referred  to  the  same  bird;  GOWER:  at  Mynydd 
Margam  23,d  Mar.  -  1st  Apr.;  PEMBROKE:  One  at  Llys-y-fran  Reservoir  from  22nd-24th  Jan. 
relocated  to  Ty-rhyg  from  10th  Feb.  to  22nd  Apr.;  CEREDIGION:  singles  at  Cyneiniog  near 
Talybont  on  1 1th  -  16lh  Feb.,  at  Cross  Inn  forest  on  1 1th  Feb.  to  24th  Mar.,  at  Blaenmelindwr  on 
24th  Apr.,  near  Nant  y  Moch  reservoir  on  21st  Oct.  and  at  Cross  Inn  forest  on  28lh  Dec.  and  on 
30th;  BRECON:  two  birds  at  sites  in  Glasfynydd  Forest  Jan-Mar  with  one  bird  back  at  Usk 
reservoir  from  19th  Nov.  to  14th  Dec.  and  one  at  Mynydd  Illtyd  on  7th  Dec.  &  29lh;  RADNOR: 
at  Llandegley  on  24lh  Feb.,  at  Monaughty  on  11th  Mar.,  Elan  Valley  15th  Oct.  and  at 
Abbeycymhir  23,d  Oct.  -31st  Dec.;  CAERNARFON:  One  was  at  Dolgarrog  on  16th  &  17th  Apr. 
In  the  second  winter  period  two  were  on  the  Great  Orme  on  13th  Oct.  In  DENBIGH:  singles  at 
Llyn  Brenig  on  27th  Jan.  and  in  Clocaenog  Forest  on  17th  &  20th  Feb.  and  on  14th  &  27th  Dec. 

JAY  Garrulus  glandarius  SGRECH  Y  COED 

(D)  Widespread  resident,  common  in  most  deciduous  woodland  areas,  least  so  in  western 
coastal  fringes;  scarce  in  west  Llyn  and  absent  from  large  parts  of  Anglesey.  Autumn  /  winter 
influxes  from  the  east  occur  irregularly. 

MAGPIE  Pica  pica  PIODEN 

(D)  An  abundant  and  widespread  resident;  numbers  still  increasing. 
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CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

(C)  A  resident  in  small  numbers,  mainly  on  cliff  coasts  of  the  western  seaboard.  Wales  -  Amber 
listed. 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN  there  were  many  reports  from  the  Heritage  Coast,  ranging  from  Lock’s 
Common  in  the  west  to  Nash  Pt  in  the  east.  There  were  4  observed  at  the  nest  site  on  2nd  May. 
No  confirmed  breeding,  but  11,  including  3  colour-ringed  birds  were  seen  in  the  dry  valley  at 
Ogmore-by-Sea  on  17th  Oct.  -  the  highest  ever  count  in  E.  GLAMORGAN.  On  GOWER:  3 
pairs  fledged  at  total  of  5y  at  Pennard  Cliffs  and  one  pair  fledged  4y  at  Mewslade.  Another  pair 
was  seen  at  Three  Cliffs  Bay.  The  largest  gathering  was  of  20  between  Common  Cliff  and 
Rhosilli  Down  on  14lh  Sept.  In  PEMBROKE  the  largest  counts  were  of  22  at  Marloes  on  27th 
July  and  at  Blucks  Pool  on  9  Aug.  and  20  Trevallen  Point  Range  on  15  Oct.  73  occupied 
territories  were  found  and  70  pairs  attempted  to  breed.  In  CEREDIGION  the  largest  flocks 
reported  were  of  1 1  chasing  a  Peregrine  at  Ynys  Lochtyn  on  2nd  Apr.  and  9  at  New  Quay  on 
30lh  June  and  at  Aberystwyth  on  13th  Nov.;  in  MONTGOMERY:  a  pair  attempted  to  nest  in  the 
north  of  the  county  but  failed;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  One  pair  bred  on  the  Migneint  and  3  pairs 
in  the  breeding  season  in  the  Blaenau  Ffestiniog  area;  probable  breeding  record  in  the  Dysynni 
area.  Small  numbers  noted  in  the  Aberdyfi  area  throughout  the  year.  CAERNARFON:  At  least 
six  pairs  nested  on  Bardsey,  with  a  possible  seventh  pair.  A  brood  of  3  juveniles  was  seen  near 
Moel  Tryfan  on  23 ,d  June.  Maxima  at  the  main  sites  were  22  at  Aber  mountain  gate  on  2nd  May, 
15  at  Penrhos  on  23ld  Oct.  and  7  at  Moel  Faban  on  7th  Apr.  There  were  many  other  records  of  1- 
5  birds. On  Bardsey,  up  to  28  were  seen  in  January,  35  in  February  and  30  in  March;  from 
August  numbers  increased  with  up  to  50  by  the  month’s  end,  up  to  56  in  September,  64  in 
October  and  52  in  November.  In  DENBIGH  records  came  from  2  sites  -  3  birds  at  one  and  2  at 
the  other.  Three  nesting  attempts  produced  5  fledged  young. 

JACKDAW  Corvus  monedula  JAC-Y-DO 

(C)  An  abundant  and  widespread  resident.  Increasing. 

Largest  counts  (>200)  were:  GWENT:  200  at  Abertillery  and  500  at  Brymawr  through  the  year, 
200  roosting  at  Machen  and  at  Pencoed  Castle  in  winter  months;  2000  at  Maesteg  and  2500  at 
Bridgend.  E. GLAMORGAN  in  1st  W;  in  GOWER:  500  over  Britton  Ferry  during  January7  - 
March,  800  at  Port  Talbot  Docks  on  27  Aug.,  1,000  in  the  Neath  area  November-  December, 
1,200  at  Gowerton  on  5th  Dec.  and  900  at  Loughor  foreshore  on  4th  Nov.;  300  at  Moylegrove, 
PEMBROKE  in  the  summer  and  2500  at  Bosherston  and  200  at  Llangloffan  in  2nd  W;  300 
chased  by  a  Goshawk  in  July  at  Devil's  Bridge,  CEREDIGION;  in  BRECON  4  records  of 
flocks  of  200  or  200+  -  in  Brecon  and  at  Llangorse  in  1st  W,  on  Mynydd  Troed  in  May  and  at 
Crickhowell  in  2nd  W  and  800  roosting  in  Brecon  in  late  summer.  MEIRIONNYDD:  200  over 
Llwyngwril  on  14th  Feb.  and  220  between  Penmaenpool  and  Barmouth  on  13th  Aug.  There  were 
300  at  Abersoch,  CAERNARFON  in  2nd  W  and  max  of  250  on  Bardsey  on  3rd  Nov.  At 
Gresford  Flash,  DENBIGH  900+  in  September  and  250  at  Rhuddlan,  FLINTS  both  winters. 

ROOK  Corvus  frugilegus  YDFRAN 

(C)  A  plentiful  and  widespread  resident,  breeding  mainly  below >  305m  above  sea  level. 

Counts  of  Rookeries  included:  in  GWENT:  Sudbrook  (7  nests),  Penallt  (16),  Magor  (17)  and 
Llanwem  (40);  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  Cosmeston/Cogan  Wood  (59  nests),  St  Brides-super-Elv 
(5),  Pentyrch  C  (12),  Creigiau  (4),  Bute  Park  (4),  Talygarn  (26)  and  Trerhyngyll  (47);  in 
GOWER:  a  total  of  860  nests  in  43  rookeries;  BRECON:  Scethrog  (55  nests),  six  rookeries 
within  2.5  kms  of  the  centre  of  Sennybridge  (104)  and  Senni  village  (10).  CAERNARFON:  71 
nests  at  Bodwrdda  Farm,  Aberdaron  and  118  in  the  Carreg  rookery,  Abderdaron  and  80  in 


206 


Rhoshirwaun  Wood  in  April.  ANGLESEY:  Penmon  Priory  (21),  Cemaes  (19),  Amlwch  (6  and 
4). 

CARRION  CROW  Corvus  corone  BRAN  DYDDYN 

(C)  An  abundant  resident  and  partial  migrant  throughout  Wales.  Often  regarded  as  the 
principal  avian  pest  species  in  rural  areas. 

Flocks  of  100-300  were  seen  at  Penallt,  near  Black  rock  and  at  St.  Pierre  Pill  in  GWENT,  by 
the  Rhymney  estuary  and  at  Lavemock  Point  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  between  Penmaenpool  and 
Barmouth,  MEIRIONNYDD,  at  Fenn’s  Moss  in  DENBIGH  and  at  Meliden,  FLINT. 

HOODED  CROW  Corvus  cornix  BRAN  L  WYD 

(A)  An  irregular  wanderer  to  Wales,  mainly  in  winter  and  most  frequent  to  coastal  areas. 

All  records  wee:  in  MEIRIONNYDD  singles  seen  at  Penllyn  Farm,  Aberdyfi  on  11th  Apr.,  at 
Tonfanau  cliffs  on  30th  Apr.  and  also  here  on  10th  May  could  have  related  to  the  same  bird. 
Singles  were  recorded  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  17th  Mar.,  24lh  Apr.  and  2,ld,  5th  &  7lh 
May.  A  bird  in  Foryd  Bay  on  8th  June,  17th  Aug.  and  14tn  Sept,  was  the  first  pure  Hooded  Crow 
there  for  a  number  of  years.  A  hybrid  bird  was  seen  on  Aug.  8th.  Singles  were  also  on 
ANGLESEY  in  the  South  Stack  area  all  year  (it  hybridised  with  a  Carrion  Crow),  at  Hen  Borth 
on  19th  Apr.,  west  of  Wylfa  and  at  Rhoscolyn  on  8th  June,  at  Llanbadrig  on  26th  Oct.  and  from 
the  Stanley  Embankment  (Inland  Sea)  on  14lh  Nov.  Single  hybrids  were  at  Malltraeth  Cob  pool 
on  5th  Oct.  and  near  Llangefni  on  10th  Oct.  A  single  was  also  near  Pentredwr  on  26th  Apr.  and 
near  Eglwyseg  on  21st  July,  in  DENBIGH. 

RAVEN  Corvus  corax  C IGF  RAN 

(C)  Resident:  distributed  throughout  the  whole  of  Wales.  Numbers  are  very  high  in  many  of  the 
uplands  and  coastal-cliff  areas. 

Max.  counts  from  the  Blaencannaid  roost,  E.  GLAMORGAN  were: 

JFMAMJ  J  ASOND 

72  86  84  50  59  139  185  278  368  163  -  38 

The  September  count  was  the  second  highest  figure  for  the  area.  (cf.  379  in  2002).  Kenfig  NNR 
had  14  on  3'd  Aug.  -  the  highest  count  at  this  site  for  some  time.  Elsewhere,  many  flocks  of  20- 
40  were  reported  in  GWENT,  PEMBROKE  (Ramsey),  CEREDIGION,  BRECON  and 
CAERNARFON.  A  higher  count  of  60  came  from  near  Bryneglwys,  CAERNARFON  on  6th 
June  and  on  ANGLESEY,  300  at  Malltraeth  on  7th  Jan.  and  150  at  Mynachdy  on  29lh  Mar.  were 
the  highest  counts. 

STARLING  Sturnus  vulgaris  DRUDWEN 

(C)  An  abundant  resident;  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  large  numbers.  Wales  -  Red 
listed. 

Large  winter  Hocks  included:  in  GWENT:  5,000  at  Sudbrook,  3,000  at  Uskmouth  reedbeds 
building  up  to  35,000  by  late  November,  and  10,000  at  Aberegavenny  moving  up  the  Usk 
Valley;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  the  largest  was  15,000  at  Broughton  on  24th  Nov.  Over  10,000 
were  observed  going  to  roost  in  the  reedbed  at  KNNR  on  16th  Nov.  and  also  at  Groes  Farm, 
Ogmore  flying  west  towards  Kengig  NNR  on  1st  Dec.  In  GOWER:  4,500  at  Llanrhidian  Marsh 
on  9th  Feb.  and  7th  &  13th  Dec.  and  10,000  at  Margam  Burrows  on  1st  Jan.;  PEMBROKE: 
25,000-35,000  at  Tretio  during  November,  10,000  Marloes  on  30lh  Nov.  and  Little  Haven  on 
2nd  Dec.,  7,500  Marloes  on  14tTl  Nov;  CEREDIGION:  10,000  at  dawn  at  Rhydlewis  on  21st  Jan, 
3,000  at  the  Pier  roost  in  Aberystwyth  in  November  and  75,000  in  December;  BRECON: 
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7,500+  were  in  the  Llangorse  Lake  reedbed  roost  on  9th  Jan.  &  7-8000  by  mid-Oct.,  4,000+  at 
Lower  Drostre  Farm,  Llanwem  on  21st  Nov.  The  Llangorse  reedbed  roost  increased  to  an 
estimated  27,500  on  3rd  Nov.  and  50,000  on  7th  Dec.;  CAERNARFON:  3,5000+  near  Tal-y- 
bont  (Conwy)  on  3ld  Dec.  A  large  roost  was  at-  Dolgarrog  Marsh  14th  Nov.  and  10,000s 
roosted  in  reed  beds  at  Cob  Bach  LNR  at  Pwllheli  on  3ld  Nov.;  ANGLESEY:  10,000  roosting  at 
Malltraeth  RSPB  reserve  and  another  50,000  carried  on  north  over  Llangefni  to  another  roost, 
on  10lh  Jan.,  5,000  going  to  roost  at  Gwaelod  Mawr  on  17lh  Feb.,  20,000  feeding  in  fields  at 
Hen  Borth  on  27th  Oct.,  1,200  at  Cemlyn  on  27lh  Oct.,  1,000  roosting  in  reeds  at  a  small  lake  at 
Ty  Croes  Farm,  Dwyran  on  31st  Oct.,  1,660  west  of  Wylfa  on  1st  Nov.,  150,000  roosting  at  Llyn 
Bodgylched  near  Beaumaris  on  16th  Nov.,  possibly  birds  from  the  abandoned  Malltraeth  roost; 
9,300  flying  over  Carmel  Head  on  16th  Nov.,  2,500  at  Henborth  on  20th  Nov.,  10,000  flying 
towards  the  Inland  Sea  from  Valley  Lakes  on  25th  Nov.  and  2,000  over  Llangristiolus  on  30th 
Dec.;  DENBIGH:  Winter  roost  numbers  at  Conwy  reached  a  max.  20,000  on  15  Oct.; 
FLINTS:  max  of  4,000  at  Rhuddlan  on  4th  Feb. 

ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING  Sturnus  roseus  DRUDWEN  WR1DOG 

(A)  A  rare  visitor,  most  often  recorded  from  Pembroke  and  Caernarfon. 

Three  accepted  records:  a  1st  winter  bird  at  Haverfordwest,  PEMBROKE  from  26lh  Feb.  to  1st 
May,  one  in  a  garden  in  Aberdyfi,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  25th  -  27th  May  and  a  male  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  10th  June. 

HOUSE  SPARROW  Passer  domesticns  ADERYN  Y  TO 

(C)  Resident,  breeding  throughout  Wales  in  all  counties.  Not  ubiquitous,  however,  and  absent 
from  many  upland  settlements.  Significant  declines  noted  in  most  areas  during  1970  -1990  but 
this  may  have  been  reversed  by  the  end  of  the  century.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Large  counts  (over  70)  included:  80  at  Sudbrook  and  Usk  Garden  centre,  GWENT;  80  at 
Bargoed,  E.  GLAMORGAN  in  late  February;  89  at  Margam  Park,  GOWER  on  16th  Aug.;  80  at 
Pennorth,  BRECON  in  August  and  at  Felinfach  in  September;  150  near  Burfa,  RADNOR  on 
13th  Aug.;  81  at  Caergeiliog,  ANGLESEYon  6th  July;  80+  on  23rd  Aug.  at  Towyn,  DENBIGH 
with  90  there  on  24th  Nov. 

TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus  GOLFAN  Y  MYNYDD 

(C)  Breeding  resident  in  small  numbers  with  a  patchy  distribution.  Absent  from  most  western 
areas.  Declining  in  most  areas.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

A  summary  of  all  records:  GWENT:  most  records  were  from  the  Caldicot  Levels.  Breeding  was 
confirmed  at  a  nest-box  colony  at  Porton/Redwick  where  5  pairs  reared  24  young.  Two  birds 
were  seen  inland  in  the  Usk  Valley,  a  former  stronghold,  at  Llancayo  on  17lh  May.  Outside  the 
breeding  season  reports  came  from  the  Chepstow  and  Portskewitt  areas  and  3  were  on  stubble 
at  Mathern  Pill  on  6th  Dec.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  fewer  reports  than  in  2007.  The  only  confirmed 
breeding  in  the  Vale  colony  was  from  West  Monkton,  where  a  pair  is  thought  to  have  raised 
three  broods.  Three  were  at  Pendoylan  on  Jan.  13th  and  a  pair  was  reported  at  Parc  Slip  on  1st 
May.  All  other  reports  were  from  the  Monkton  area  where  the  last  was  seen  on  30th  Oct.  On 
GOWER:  4  pairs  at  Newton;  PEMBROKE:  Singles  at  Llangloffan  on  17th,  18th  &  24th  Jan.,  on 
Grassholm  on  16th- 17th  July  and  one  on  Skomer  on  12lh  May;  BRECON:  no  birds  found 
breeding  at  Tredomen  village/chapel  and  Waunymynach  Farm,  nor  in  Pennorth  and  Scethrog 
areas.  Birds  -  max.  7  in  1st  winter  period  and  6  in  2nd  -  came  to  feeders  in  a  Pennorth  garden  in 
both  winters;  four  were  ringed  by  Llangorse  Ringing  Group  on  7lh  Dec.  A  single  also  came  to 
feeders  at  Brynich  on  9lh  Mar.  Four  at  Slwch  Fann  on  1 1th  Dec.  were  inspecting  potential  nest- 
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holes  in  oaks.  During  the  breeding  season,  5  territories  were  at  bird-boxes  at  Tyncoed 
(Llanafan)  of  which  3  pairs  were  successful  with  double-broods,  2-3  territories  were  found  at 
Garthbrengy  Church/Village,  and  2  at  Llandefaelog  Rectory;  36  near  Burfa,  RADNOR  on  13th 
Aug.;  in  MONTGOMERY:  5  successful  pairs  in  the  Bishop’s  Castle  nest  box  scheme;  two 
were  seen  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  16th  Mar.;  the  first  record  here  since  2005; 
DENBIGH:  1  +  near  Bont-newydd  in  the  late  summer  and  autumn  and  2  seen  regularly  in  a 

th 

garden  at  Tallam  Green  throughout  the  year.  There  were  at  least  8  at  Trevalyn  Meadows  on  26 
June  near  nest  boxes,  1 1  at  a  bird  table  near  Llanfair  DC  on  15th  Oct.  and  15th  Dec. and  12  there 
on  15th  Jan.  Eleven  nestlings  were  ringed  near  Bodelwyddan  on  24th  May  and  14  on  24th  June; 
FLINTS:  Records  of  1+  from  several  locations  and  at  a  garden  near  Cilcain.  Eighteen  were 
seen  at  Beeches  Farm,  Sandycroft  on  1 1th  May  and  ringing  of  nestlings  there  numbered  38  on 
8th  Aug.,  63  on  24th  May  and  50  on  30th  June.  There  was  a  record  of  26  at  a  garden  in  Dyserth 
in  the  4  week  of  December,  close  to  a  breeding  colony  at  Cwm. 

CHAFFINCH  Fringilla  coelebs  JI-BINC 

(C)  An  abundant  resident,  numerous  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Possibly  declining. 
Counts  of  winter  flocks  over  150  included:  715  on  3rd  Jan.  at  NWR,  GWENT  and  237  on  24lh, 
160  at  Wentwood  on  6th  Feb.,  150  near  Llandegfedd  on  8th  Feb.,  600  at  Wentwood  on  6th  Mar. 
175  on  stubble  at  Ysgyryd  Fach  on  15th  Sept,  and  160  at  Michaelston-y-fedw  on  28th  Dec.;  500 
at  Little  Reynoldston,  GOWER  on  27th  Jan.  &  16th  Nov.;  500+  Castlemartin  on  15th  Jan.  and 
300+  Longhouse  Fm,  PEMBROKE  on  31st  Dec.;  200  in  a  field  of  Swedes  near  Devil’s  Bridge, 
CEREDIGION  on  16th  Nov.;  300-500  on  a  stubble  field  at  Llangelynnin  on  18th  Oct.  and  250 
on  a  stubble  filed  inland  from  Pontllyfni,  CAERNARFON  on  31st  Dec. 

Large  autumn  passage  flocks  included  350  on  5th  Nov  in  E. GLAMORGAN;  250  flying  south  in 
one  hour  at  Aberaeron,  CEREDIGION  on  22nd  Oct.;  300+  on  barley  stubble  at  Cefn  Llechid, 
BRECON  on  11th  Oct.,  250  flying  over  Cathedine  on  18th  and  200  feeding  in  stubble  near 
Brecha  Pool  on  19th.  On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  autumn  passage  peaked  at  800+  on  25lh  Oct. 
with  300  on  26th,  1300  on  the  30th  and  2,200  on  the  31st.  Numbers  then  dropped  although  there 
were  427  on  4th  Nov.  On  ANGLESEY  some  large  autumn  flocks  -  506  west  of  Wylfa  on  12th 
Oct.  and  1,620  on  18th,  1,200  over  Carmel  Head  on  22nd  Oct.  and  1,500  on  26th  with  310  on  5th 
Nov.,  620  west  over  Cemaes  in  3  hours  on  26th  Oct.,  150  at  Cemlyn  on  12th  Nov.  and  250  in 
Brynsiencyn  on  26th  Dec..  In  DENBIGH  200  were  flying  SW  at  Penycae  on  19th  Oct.  with, 
mainly,  Redwings 

BRAMBLING  Fringilla  montifringilla  PINC  Y  MYNYDD 

(C)  Winter  visitor  in  variable  numbers;  seldom  numerous  and  usually  locally  distributed. 

High  numbers  from  2007  remained  into  January  2008  in  a  few  counties,  notably  GWENT  and 
E. GLAMORGAN.  Second  winter  reports  universally  involved  mostly  single  birds  or  very  low 
numbers. 

January  counts  in  GWENT  included  1200  at  Pantygasseg  and  300  in  Pontypool  on  V\  200  at 
Manmoel  on  2nd,  60  on  4th  at  Penyfan  Pond,  1500-2000  at  Hafodrynys  on  14th,  350  at  Blaen 
Bran  Reservoir,  Cwmbran  on  19th  and  max. 70  in  Wentwood  on  25th.  Then,  numbers  were  low 
except  for  160  at  Wentwood  and  40  on  the  Lower  Wyncliff  in  February  and  600  in  Wentwood 
on  6th  Mar.;  last  seen  at  Brynmawr  on  26th  Apr.  No  large  numbers  in  2nd  winter  period  when 
first  seen  on  14th  Oct.  at  Trellech.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN  most  reports  came  from  the 
Fforestganol/Coed-y-Wenallt  area.  The  largest  group  was  850  coming  in  to  roost  at  Castell 
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Coch  on  8th  Jan.  The  last  report  of  the  first  winter  period  was  of  a  male  at  Llangynwyd  on  13lh 
Apr.  The  first  report  of  a  returning  bird  was  on  25lh  Oct.  at  KNNR,  when  from  then  on,  mainly 
single  birds  were  seen  at  predominantly  coastal  or  near  coastal  locations.  There  were  some 
inland  reports  with  5  at  Llangynwyd  on  5th  Nov.  being  the  highest  count  of  the  second  winter 
period.  In  GOWER:  1-5  in  several  locations  but  30+  at  Gnoll  Park  on  5th-6th  Jan.  and  60  at 
Margam  Abbey  on  12lh  Jan.;  PEMBROKE:  Largest  winter  flocks:  20-30  at  Pickle  Wood  on  2nd 
Jan.  and  30  at  Kilpaison  on  18th  Feb.;  in  CEREDIGION  in  the  first  winter  period  there  was  one 
very  large  Hock  of  4,000  at  The  Arch  on  12lh  Jan.  Last  spring  record  was  on  26th  Apr.  at  Nant 
yr  Arian  and  one  here  on  17lh  Oct.  was  the  first  seen  in  autumn.  The  largest  flock  in  the  second 
winter  period  was  6  in  a  garden  at  Ystrad  Meurig  at  the  end  of  November. 

BRECON. The  last  in  spring  was  a  pair  feeding  at  a  second  Pennorth  garden  on  12lh  Apr.  and  in 
the  second  winter  period,  the  first  arrival  was  7-8  flying  over  Mynydd  Llangynidr  on  19  Oct.; 
in  RADNOR:  1 10  in  the  Elan  Valley  27lh  jan.,  300  near  Newbridge  on  Wye  on  16th  Jan.  and 
1 10  there  on  1 1th  Nov.;  in  MONTGOMERY:  40  at  Morfa  Dyfi  in  November  and  34  at  Dolydd 
Elafren  on  21st  Dec.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  2  regularly  feeding  on  sunflower  seeds  in  Pier  Road, 
Tywyn  18lh  -  23ld  Jan.  One  at  Crochendy,  Maentwrog  on  28lh  &  31s1  Jan.;  CAERNARFON: 
ones  and  twos  only.  Autumn  passage  on  Bardsey  began  with  a  single  on  13th  Oct.  with  max 
counts  of  47  on  30th  Oct.,  3 1  on  31st  and  33  on  5th  Nov.  Only  17  records  with  just  four  from  the 
first  winter  period,  came  from  13  sites  on  ANGLESEY;  these  were  of  1-4  birds  except  for  18 
west  of  Wylfa  on  1st  Nov.  and  6  over  Carmel  Head  on  16th  Nov.;  DENBIGH:  Records  from  22 
sites.  Winter  numbers  reached  a  maximum  of  42  on  27th  Jan.  at  Bwlchgwyn  and  flocks  <  37 
birds  were  seen  well  into  late  April.  The  last  spring  record  was  a  single  at  Bwlchgwyn  on  4th 
May.  The  first  autumn  bird  arrived  on  11th  Oct.  at  Llangedwyn  and  reports  of  <10  were 
widespread  until  the  end  of  the  year;  FLINTS:  Records  from  20  widespread  sites  were  mainly 
spring  sightings  of  small  numbers  but  15+  were  at  Pontybodkin  on  16th  Jan.  The  last  spring 
record  was  a  male  at  Shotton  Steelworks  on  13th  Apr.  Autumn  records  were  from  26lh  Oct.  to 
the  end  of  the  year. 

GREENFINCH  Carduelis  chloris  LLINOS  WERDD 

(C)  Common  resident,  increasing;  partial  post-breeding  migrant 

Counts  of  over  100  were:  in  GWENT  about  100  regularly  in  shrubbery  at  Magor  Brewery,  in 
1st  winter;  in  2nd  winter  high  counts  from  arable  at  NWR  -  max  355  September,  107-131 
October,  100-200  Nov  and  150  roosting  at  Black  Rock  on  27th  Nov.  and  150-200  on  6th  Dec.; 
in  GOWER:  150  at  Clydach  31st  Dec.;  100  at  Freshwater  West,  PEMBROKE  on  12th  Jan.;  125 
roosting  at  Talybont  Res,  BRECON  on  18th  Nov.;  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  autumn 
passage  peaked  at  100  on  3 1st  Oct. 

GOLDFINCH  Carduelis  carduelis  NICO 

(C)  Resident,  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant;  possibly  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 
Population  is  increasing. 

Flocks  of  over  50  included:  In  GWENT:  in  January  80-100  were  at  Caldicot  Castle  on  8lh  and 
70  at  NWR  on  22nd.  Most  high  post-breeding/2nd  winter  period  counts  were  on  the  coast  -  100 
regularly  seen  at  Peterstone  Gout  in  Sept  with  max.  of  250  on  6th  Oct.  and  200  on  3'd  Nov.  Peak 
counts  at  NWR  were  240  in  September,  130  in  October,  125  in  November  and  97  in  December 
Inland  there  were  60-80  at  Llanfoist  on  7th  Sept.,  50  at  Brynmawr  on  12th  Sept,  and  100  at 
Penylan  on  27th  with  ca.  50  regular  in  a  cover  crop  at  Llangybi  in  early  October.  In  the  first 
winter  period  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  70  were  at  Parc  Slip  NR  on  4th  Jan.  Autumn  passage  was 
observed  with  250  at  Ty’n-y-Caeau  Farm  on  22nd  Sept. and  200  at  Lavernock  Point  on  27th  Sept. 
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At  Cardiff  Heliport  1500  flew  east  in  just  one  hour  on  3  Nov.  In  GOWER:  50  at  Margam  Park 
28th  Jan.,  up  to  100  at  Nitten  Field  23ld  -  26th  Sept.,  dropping  to  around  50  by  the  end  of 
October;  PEMBROKE:  250-300  at  Castlemartin  on  21st  Sept,  and  100+  at  Dale  Airfield  on  23rd 
Sept.  The  highest  numbers  in  CEREDIGION  were  seen  in  autumn  with  75  at  Pendinas, 
Aberystwyth  on  2nd  Sept,  and  50  at  Mwnt  on  21st  Sept.;  BRECON:  60  came  to  a  Brecon  garden 
on  19th  Apr.  with  most  staying  until  the  end  of  the  month.  At  Ty  Mawr  meadows,  Llangasty  a 
flock  built  up  to  50  birds  by  the  end  of  July,  then  230+  on  22nd  Sept,  and  413  on  5th  Oct.  Other 
reports  in  the  period  14th-  24th  Sept,  included  90  at  Brynich  meadows  and  50+  at  Usk  Reservoir. 
Outside  of  gardens,  the  only  large  winter  flock  was  50  on  a  weedy  swede  field  at  Fennifach.  50 
were  at  Brewery  Fields,  Bangor,  CAERNARFON  on  13th  Nov.  and  50+  S  of  Tal-y-Fan  on  20th 
Sept.  Autumn  passage  on  Bardsey  from  12th  Sept,  onwards  peaked  at  1 17  on  1 1th  Oct.  and  124 
the  next  day.  60  were  at  Llyn  Traffwll,  ANGLESEY  on  6th  Sept.  In  DENBIGH  the  largest 
charm  was  of  200  near  Penycae  on  2nd  Oct.  and  in  FLINT  large  flocks  included  100  at  Connahs 
Quay  Nat.  Res.  on  14th  Sept,  and  on  5th  Oct.  and  17th,  200  also  at  Connahs  Quay  Nat.  Res.  on 
23,d  Sept,  and  24th,  200+  at  Shotwick  Fields  on  7lh  Oct.,  200+  at  Rhydymwyn  feeding  on 
willowherb  and  knotweed  on  18lh  Sept,  and  300+  near  Rhuddlan  on  13th  Sept. 

SISKIN  Carduelis  spinus  PILA  GWYRDD 

(C)  An  increasing  breeding  species;  numerous  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

Breeding  records  included:  in  GWENT  a  family  party  on  Arail  Mountain,  Aberbeeg  and 
juveniles  at  Argoed.  In  E. GLAMORGAN  three  reports  of  displaying  males,  from  Blaencwm, 
Llanwonno  and  Bryngarw  CP.  Only  two  juvs  were  reported,  from  Gamwen  on  9th  May  and 
Wildmill  on  27th  July.  Bred  in  the  Crynant  forest,  GOWER.  Displaying  males  and  pairs  were 
reported  from  several  sites  in  BRECON  during  the  breeding  season:  the  first  young  seen  were 
brought  to  a  garden  bird-table  in  Brecon  on  lsl  July.  Six  pairs  bred  in  Llanwrthwl  village,  and 
three  singing  males  were  in  Cwm  Dyfnant,  Epynt. 

Large  counts  included:  GWENT:  counts  of  30-75  in  first  winter  period  at  Blainau.  Llanelly 
Cwm  Big  and  Sudbrook  with  48  in  a  Cwmbran  garden  on  10lh  Mar.  and  in  the  second  winter 
period  flocks  of  40-60  at  Blackwood,  Osbaston  and  Llangwm,  by  the  Mon.  &  Brecon  Canal 
and  by  the  R. Monnow  near  Tregate  Bridge.  Post-breeding  passage  was  evident  on  the  coast 
with  35  at  Uskmouth  on  9th  Sept,  and  85  on  27th.  In  the  first  winter  period  the  max  count  in 
E. GLAMORGAN  was  155  at  Parc  Cwm  Darran  on  1st  Jan.  Flocks  of  over  50  were  reported 
from  a  further  four  sites  in  Jan.  In  GOWER:  57  at  Fendrod  Lake  on  1st  Jan.,  70  at  Aberdulais 
Canal  Basin  on  the  2nd,  87  at  Portmead  on  9th  Feb.;  in  BRECON:  40  in  alders  at  Ty  Mawr 
wood,  Llangasty  and  40  in  Cwm  Claisfer  were  the  best  counts  of  the  early  year;  450  in  Radnor 
Forest,  RADNOR  on  19lh  Nov.;  on  ANGLESEY  150  were  at  Pentraeth  Forest,  below  Wem-y- 
Wylan  on  5  Jan.;  in  DENBIGH  there  were  many  records  of  flocks  of  2-40  birds  but  larger 
flocks  were:  100  at  Craig  Bronbannog  on  17lh  Feb.,  100  at  Cyffylliog  on  28th  June,  200  at 
Brynhyfryd,  Clocaenog  Forest  on  17th  Feb.  and  an  exceptional  flock  of  995+  at  Brynhyfryd  on 
23rd  Feb. 

Evidence  of  autumn  passage  in  E. GLAMORGAN  came  from  several  coastal  sites  in  mid  Sep. 
E.g.  54  at  KNNR  on  13th,  60  at  Lavernock  Point  on  15th,  36  at  Dunraven  also  on  15th  and  250  at 
Lamby  Way  tip  on  17th. 

Second  winter  period:  few  large  groups  in  E. GLAMORGAN  the  max  count  in  this  period  being 
only  13  at  Parc  Slip  on  12th  Dec.  In  BRECON  90  were  at  Penrhos  (Llanwrthwl)  on  1 1th  Sept. 


and  32  at  Coed  y  Rhaiadr  two  days  later,  40  at  Llangasty  from  9th  Oct.  increased  to  50  on  14th 
Nov.,  then  with  reduced  numbers  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  On  ANGLESEY  65  were  west  of 
Wylfa  on  12th  Oct. 

There  were  numerous  reports  of  pairs  visiting  garden  feeders,  especially  outside  the  breeding 
season.  A  general  return  to  niger  feeders  was  noted  in  the  second  half  of  January  in  BRECON, 
with  notable  counts  of  40+  in  gardens  in  Builth  and  Crickhowell. 

LINNET  Carduelis  cannabina  LLINOS 

(C)  Breeding  resident,  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Counts  of  over  100  included:  in  GWENT:  120-344  at  NWR  in  January,  100  at  Coed  Morgan  in 
April  and  350  at  Penylan  in  late  September;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  120  at  Cae  Bush  Farm  on  2nd 
Feb.,  600  at  Monknash  and  300  at  Ty'n-y-Caeau  Farm  on  29th  Aug.  and  250  at  Mynydd  Ty- 
talwyn  and  200  feeding  on  rape  at  Dyffryn  Springs  on  11th  Sept;  in  GOWER:  500  at  Little 
Reynoldston  on  27th  Jan.  &  16th  Nov.,  300  at  Killay  on  14th  Feb.  and  400  at  Rhosilli  on  27th 
Dec.;  PEMBROKE:  500  at  Castlemartin  on  12th  Jan.  and  400  at  Longhouse  farm,  Abercastle  on 
29th  Dec.  rising  to  1,000  by  31st.  BRECON:  summer/autumn  counts  of  120  at  Pantglas 
(Trecastle)  and  100  at  Brechfa.with  many  smaller  counts;  CAERNARFON:  On  Bardsey,  spring 
passage  started  with  40  on  1st  Mar.,  with  a  max  of  105  on  28th  Apr.  A  minimum  of  60  young 
were  fledged  here  by  ca.  25  pairs,  a  major  decline  compared  to  the  1999-2008  mean. Autumn 
passage  on  Bardsey  began  in  early  August  and  peak  counts  were  of  360  on  26th  Sept. and  285  on 
the  28th,  with  200  on  1 1th  Oct.;  ANGLESEY:  105  at  Cemlyn  on  1st  Jan.,  150  west  of  Wylfa  on 
6th  Jan.,  151  on  20th  Jan.  and  152  on  10th  Feb.  with  124  there  on  the  17th.  1 16  were  at  Cemlyn 
on  9th  Apr.,  125  on  the  Range  on  22nd  Apr.  and  100  at  Carmel  Head  on  30th  Aug.;  DENBIGH:  a 
flock  of  100+  at  Borras,  Wrexham  on  13th  Sept,  and  140  in  a  weedy  field  at  Holt  on  17th  Sept. 
FLINT:  up  to  200  birds  were  seen  on  1 1  occasions  with  max.  of  200  at  Gronant  dunes  on  4th 
Aug. 

TWITE  Carduelis  flavirostris  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

(A)  Scarce  breeding  species,  presumably  resident,  declining  in  range,  now  apparently  extinct  in 
Meirionnydd,  a  former  stronghold;  scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  veiy  small 
numbers.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

One  was  seen  in  the  Teifi  estuary,  CEREDIGION  on  27th  &  28th  Nov. 

In  CAERNARFON  one  was  at  Capel  Curig  on  9lh  Jan.,  5  on  the  Great  Orme  on  26th  Mar.  and 
15  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  23rd  Apr.,  including  colour-ringed  birds  from  the  Pennines.  There  were 
7  on  Moel  Faban  on  13th  Apr.,  15  on  the  25th  and  two  on  3,d  May.  A  pair  was  on  Cefn-du  on  3id 
May  with  one  there  on  23rd  May,  and  a  pair  with  a  juvenile  flew  S  near  Cefn  yr  Orsedd, 
Bethesda  on  20th  June.  Three  were  near  Llyn  Ogwen  on  21st  Sept,  and  one  at  Glan-y-mor  Elias 
on  16th  Oct.  Singles  flew  over  Bardsey  on  12th  &  30th  Oct.  On  ANGLESEY:  two  were  on  the 
Alaw  Estuary  on  2nd  Jan.,  two  with  Linnets  at  Malltraeth  Cob  on  7th  Jan.,  one  on  the  Inland  Sea 
on  16lh  Jan.,  three  at  Soldier’s  Point  on  1st  Nov.  and  two  on  the  Alaw  Estuary  on  14lh  Dec. 

In  DENBIGH  all  6  records  were  from  the  Wrexham  area  (Gresford  Flash  and  Borras)  in  the 
autumn  months  only,  with  the  first  seen  on  26th  Sept,  and  the  last  on  15th  Nov.  In  FLINT  seen 
mainly  at  Connahs  Quay  Nature  Reserve  (max.  38  on  1 1th  Nov.)  but  also  seen  at  Shotton  and 
Flint. 
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LESSER  REDPOLL  Carduelis  cabaret  LLINOS  BENGOCH  LEIAF 

(C)  Partial  migrant,  widely  distributed  as  a  breeding  bird  but  probably  declining.  Passage 
migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  varying  numbers. 

Large  counts  (15+)  and  breeding  records  included:  in  GWENT:  max.  20  near  Cwmfelinfach  in 
Jan  and  25  at  Priory  wood  in  December.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN  singing/displaying  males  were 
reported  in  the  breeding  season  from  five  locations  -  Llanwonno,  Parc  Slip,  Llanilid,  Llanharry 
and  Blaencanaid.  The  only  juv  of  the  year  was  seen  in  Bargoed  on  7  June.  The  max  count  in 
the  first  winter  period  was  18  at  Parc  Slip  on  12th  Jan.  and  in  the  second  winter  period  23  in 
Grangemoor  Park  -  Cardiff  on  30lh  Dec.  20  at  Aberdulais  Canal  Basin  on  2nd  Jan.  was  the 
largest  count  in  GOWER.  In  PEMBROKE  20  in  Pickle  Wood  on  2nd  Jan.  and  24  ringed  at  Ty- 
rhyg  on  2nd  Aug.  Breeding  season  records  in  CEREDIGION  came  from  upland  areas  in  young 
forests  and  in  the  willow  scrub  at  the  fringes  of  large  bogs.  The  largest  flock  was  of  300  at  Cors 
Caron  on  22nd  Sept.  BRECON:  20  at  Llangasty  on  20th  Mar.  Pairs  had  returned  to  some 
breeding  sites  in  the  first  week  of  April,  with  34  pairs/territories  reported  from  a  similar  number 
of  sites.  A  poor  breeding  season  -  the  only  family  party  noted  was  at  Cnewr  Farm  in  early  July. 
Post-breeding  flock  size  was  disappointing,  with  22  at  Penrhos  (Llanwrthwl)  on  23rd  Aug., 
where  at  least  six  pairs  bred,  25  at  Llyn  Brianne  on  2nd  Sept,  and  15  at  Llangasty  on  18lh; 
DENBIGH:  only  four  flocks  exceeded  10  though  30  were  counted  at  a  GBW  site  at 
Bwlchgwyn  in  second  week  of  April.  The  largest  flock  was  seen  at  Llandegla  on  7th  Dec. 
Breeding  activity  was  recorded  on  several  occasions;  FLINT:  The  largest  count  of  10  was  at 
Penycloddiau  on  1 1th  May  when  display  was  seen,  indicating  probable  breeding  nearby. 


CROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra  GYLFIN  GROES 

(C)  An  increasing  resident  species  although  numbers  fluctuate;  occasional  irruptive  immigrant. 
Breeding  records  included: 

In  GWENT:  bred  in  Wentwood  Forest  at  several  sites,  in  Camo  Forest,  near  Cleddon  Hall  and 
on  Trellech  Common  where  a  group  of  20  included  juveniles  on  27th  May.  Also  seen  at  9  other 
sites.  E.  GLAMORGAN:  Family  parties  at  Wem  Ddu  on  27th  June  and  Dare  Valley  CP  on  13th 
July.  Birds  were  observed  collecting  nesting  material  on  Mynydd  Beili  Glas  on  8th  Feb.;  Caerau 
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Forest  had  5  or  6  pairs  in  late  Jan  and  breeding  was  suspected;  there  were  3  pairs  on  Gamwen 
Mountain  on  13th  Feb.,  and  a  singing  male  was  amongst  13  at  Blaencanaid  on  6th  Jan.  Bred  at 
Kilvy  Hills,  GOWER,  2  juvs.  seen.  Singing  males  were  heard  at  many  locations  in 
CEREDIGION  where  breeding  was  believed  to  be  widespread  as  many  juveniles  were  seen;  in 
MEIRIONNYDD  7  in  Hafod  Fawr  forest  on  10th  Feb.,  20  in  pines  nr  Arenig  Quarry,  Migneint 
on  4th  May,  2  at  Cae  Poeth  on  2nd  May,  single  in  Nant  Prysor  north  plantation,  Migneint  on  10lh 
May  and  2  in  Hafod  Fawr  forestry  on  7th  June.  Juveniles  were  seen  in  Llandegla  Forest, 
DENBIGH  at  the  end  of  March.  7  birds  in  Gwydyr  Forest  between  Llyn  Bodgynydd  and  Llyn 
Geirionnydd,  CAERNARFON  included  3  juveniles. 

The  largest  counts  were:  in  GWENT  32  at  Ysgyryd  Fach  on  8lh  Aug.  and  15-18  in  Camo 
Forest.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN  21  at  Mynydd  Beili  Glas  on  8lh  Feb.,  17  at  Blaencanaid  on  7th 
June  and  15  at  Parc  Slip  on  17th  July.  Some  autumnal  movement  from  24th  July  to  12th  Oct.  was 
noted  with  1-4  fly-over  birds  at  KNNR  on  5  dates  and  at  Nell’s  Pt  -  Barry,  Lavemock  Pt  and 
Summerhouse  Point;  in  GOWER:  15  at  Whiteford  on  27th  Jan.,  22  in  a  BBS  sq.  in  Rheola  forest 
on  22nd  Apr.  and  18  at  Kilvey  Hill  on  21st  Oct.  PEMBROKE:  up  to  30  were  seen  at  Coed 
Glynaeron  from  27th  Jan.  to  2nd  Mar.  with  smaller  numbers  at  1 1  other  sites.  In  CEREDIGION 
125  were  seen  at  Nant  yr  Arian  on  7th  Apr.  and  55  at  The  Arch  on  28th  May;  in  RADNOR:  150 
in  Radnor  Forest  on  26lh  Jan  and  55  there  on  18th  Nov.;  in  MONTGOMERY:  26  at  Lake 
Vymwy  on  10th  June  and  40  there  on  14th  Nov.;  there  were  20  in  Cwm  Penamnen  on  27th  Apr., 
MEIRIONNYDD;  in  CAERNARFON:  small  numbers  were  seen  on  Bardsey,  max  6  on  23ld 
May  and  23  on  5th  Nov.  ANGLESEY:  20  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  16th  July  and  27  and  25  at 
Newborough  Forest  on  3Kl  Dec.  and  30th,  with  small  numbers  noted  from  April  to  December  at 
these  and  six  other  sites. DENBIGH:  The  largest  flocks  were  of  30+  seen  on  27th  Mar.  at 
Clocaenog  Forest  and  on  19th  Apr.  at  Llandegla. 

COMMON  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythrinus  LLINOS  GOCH 

(A)  A  scarce  migrant. 

The  only  accepted  records  were  from  ANGLESEY  of  a  male  at  South  Stack  on  18  May  and  a 
first  summer  male  came  to  a  peanut  feeder  on  a  newly  built  housing  estate  in  Cemaes, 
ANGLESEY  on  3P  May  -  1st  June.  On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON:  an  imm./  female  on  10th 
Oct.  2008,  another  12th  -  30th  Sept.  2007  and  one  more  23ld  Oct.  2006. 

BULLFINCH  Pyrrhula pyrrhula  COCH  Y  BERLLAN 

(D)  A  fairly  numerous  resident  in  the  lowlands,  patchier  in  its  distribution  in  the  far  west  and 
scarce  in  the  uplands,  other  than  in  some  areas  of  recent  afforestation.  Now  thought  to  be 
declining.  Unusual  on  the  islands.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes  GYLFINBRAFF 

(C)  Resident  in  small  numbers  in  lowland  areas,  principally  in  east  Wales  and  in  the  Dolgellau 
area  of  Meirionnydd.  Formerly  scarcer.  Some  evidence  of  small-scale  immigration  in  winter. 
Most  records  were  in  GWENT  but  a  scattering  of  birds  occurred  throughout  Wales. 

GWENT:  one  was  seen  at  Wyesham  on  19th  May,  16  were  trapped  in  Highmeadow  wood  on 
2nd  May  and  the  population  there  was  estimated  as  56;  pairs  or  displaying  birds  were  seen  at 
five  sites  in  the  Wye  Valley  on  4  May  and  5  June  and  at  Wentwood  Reservoir  on  3,d  June; 
Calling  birds  were  heard  in  3  woods  in  the  Penallt/Trellech  areas  in  June.  Later  in  the  year  one 
was  seen  at  Penallt  on  27lh  Oct.,  one  in  a  hedge  at  Mathern,  feeding  on  Field  Maple  seeds,  on 
14th  Dec.  and  2  in  a  hedge  at  Ysgyryd  Fach  on  28tb  Dec.  In  EAST  GLAMORGAN  7  reports 
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came  from  3  sites,  mostly  from  Fforestganol/Taire  Onnen  area  -  max.  5  in  Jan  and  4  on  14 
Feb.  Two  were  by  the  Glamorgan  Canal  on  16lh  Sept,  and  one  flying  over  at  Lavernock  Point 
on  3rd  Oct.  In  GOWER:  one  at  Cimla  on  15lh  Nov.;  PEMBROKE:  one  at  St.  Nicholas  on  19th 
Nov.;  CEREDIGION:  one  over  Cae’r  Berllan,  Ynys-hir  on  13lh  Sept.;  BRECON:  one  was  seen 
in  the  area  where  breeding  occurred  in  2007,  in  north  of  the  county  on  10th  Feb.  and  one  was 
seen  at  a  bird  table  on  12lh  May;  one  at  Sarnau  on  31st  Dec.;  in  RADNOR:  reported  from  seven 
sites  including  three  of  confirmed  breeding  (Elan  valley,  Presteine  and  near  Penybont);  in 
MEIRIONNYDD:  reported  regularly  from  Dolgellau  -  one  in  Llanelltyd  Churchyard  on  31st 
Jan.  &  1st  Dec.  and  13  in  St  Mary’s  Churchyard  on  24th  Feb.  A  pair  in  a  garden  in  Maentwrog 
on  7th  Apr.  and  then  a  male  visiting  the  bird  table  on  6th,  7th  and  9th  of  June  indicating  breeding. 
One  near  Tomen  y  Mur,  Trawsfynydd  on  5th  May;  CAERNARFON:  one  at  Caerhun  on  1st  Dec. 
and  1 1  at  Llanbedr-y-cennin  on  27th  Dec.;  ANGLESEY:  one  in  the  Plantation  at  Carmel  Head 
on  30th  May.  DENBIGH:  seen  4  times  in  the  Llanfair  DC  area  from  22nd  Jan.  to  6lh  Mar.  and 
once  near  Rhuthun  on  3ld  Nov. 

SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis  BRAS  YR  EIRA 

(B)  Regular  autumn  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 

GWENT:  two  records  of  singles,  at  Mynydd  Gamclochdy  from  29th  Oct.  to  1st  Nov.  and  at 
Sluice  Farm  from  17th  -  19th  Dec.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  one  at  Nash  Point  on  4lh  Nov;  one  at 
Whiteford  Point,  GOWER  on  16th  Nov.;  PEMBROKE:  singles  on  outer  breakwater  at 
Fishguard  from  5th  Nov.  to  29th  Dec.,  2  on  Nov.  6th,  and  single  on  Ramsey  on  12th  Nov.  and  on 
Skomer  on  24th  Nov.  and  31st;  CEREDIGION:  singles  at  Llansantffraed  on  lsl  Jan.  and  at 
wlchstyllen  on  1st  Nov.;  two  at  Llanon  on  8lh  Nov.  and  a  male  at  Ynyslas  on  16th  Dec.;  in 
MONTGOMERY:  three  at  Lake  Vymwy  on  3ld  Dec.;  in  CAERNARFON:  3  on  Camedd 
Llywelyn  on  13  Apr.,  male  at  summit  of  Craig  Cwm  Silyn  on  16  Apr.,  singles  on  the 
Carneddau  on  25lh  Nov.,  on  the  coast  between  Madryn  and  Aber  on  18th  Nov.  and  flying  over 
Bardsey  on  30th  Oct.;  ANGLESEY:  singles  Malltraeth  Cob  on  26lh  Jan.,  west  of  Wylfa  on  9th 
Mar.,  flying  south  over  the  Inland  sea  on  13th  Mar.,  at  Soldiers  Point  on  2nd  Nov  and  15lh  and  in 
a  Cemlyn  beet  field  on  30lh  Nov.;  DENBIGH:  maximum  of  7  at  Belgrano,  Pensam  beach  on 
19th  Jan.;  FLINT:  one  at  Shotwick  fields  on  20th  Sept. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponicus  BRAS  Y  GOGLEDD 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers,  especially  in  autumn,  and  an 
occasional  winter  resident. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  PEMBROKE:  at  Pencarnan  on  22nd  Apr.,  on  Skomer 
on  25th  Sept,  and  5th  Nov.,  two  on  13lh  Nov.  and  single  on  Ramsey  on  12th  Oct. 
CAERNARFON:  on  Bardsey  on  f 1  -  2nd  Sept,  (a  female)  and  28th  Sept  and  on  Great  Orme  on 
17th  Oct.  One  flew  over  Mynydd  Mawr,  Uwchmynydd  on  12th  Oct.  On  ANGLESEY 
west  of  Wylfa  on  Is  1  &  6th  Jan.,  at  Cemlyn  on  10th  Feb.,  at  Carmel  Head  on  10th  Feb.  and  on  1 1th 
May  when  singing,  at  The  Range  on  1 7th  Oct.  and  west  of  Wylfa  on  1st  Nov. 

YELLOWHAMMER  Emberiza  citrinella  BRAS  MELYN 

(C)  Declining  as  a  resident  breeding  species  over  large  parts  of  Wales.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 
Largest  counts  were  26  at  Ty’n-y-Caeau  Farm,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  6th  Mar.,  22  at  Channel 
View  Farm  on  19th  Nov.  and  35  at  Ty’n-y-Caeau  Farm  on  11th  Dec.  and  19  at  Cresselly, 
PEMBROKE  on  29th  Mar.;  24  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  on  27th  Sept. 
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Breeding  summary:  no  confirmed  breeding  in  GWENT  but  singing  at  1 1  sites  and  6  in  2km  of 
the  Monnow  Valley;  50+  males  in  GOWER;  6+  pairs  at  West  Angle,  PEMBROKE;  in 
CEREDIGION  6  pairs  on  Foel  Fawr  at  Ynys-hir  with  5  singing  males  in  Cwm  Doethie,  4  in 
the  Leri  valley,  2  at  Cwm  Pysgotwr  and  singles  at  3  other  sites;  in  BRECON  64  pairs  or  singing 
males  were  located  at  widespread  sites;  In  MEIRIONNYDD  one  to  three  singing  males  or 
males  in  suitable  habitat  at  1 1  sites  and  in  CAERNARFON  1 1  singing  males  in  the  Clegyr  area 
on  21st  May  and  nine  territories  in  SH22I,  Rhiw  on  28th  June.  Singles  were  on  Bardsey  on 
4  dates  in  April  and  on  one  in  September;  also  up  to  6  pairs  in  the  Llangaffo  area,  ANGLESEY. 

ORTOLAN  BUNTING  Emberiza  hortulana  BRAS  Y  GERDDI 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

The  only  records  were  of  one  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  on  4th  Sept,  (the  first  county  record),  a 
juvenile  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  28th  Sept,  and  one  first  winter  bird  at  Soldiers  Point, 
ANGLESEY  from  15th  -  17th  Sept. 

RUSTIC  BUNTING  Emberiza  rustica  BRAS  G WLEDIG 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

The  tenth  accepted  recod  for  Wales  was  of  a  1st  s  male  on  Bardsey  on  19th  May  (the  2nd  island 
record). 

LITTLE  BUNTING  Emberiza  pus  ill  a  BRAS  LLEIAF 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

One  at  Brewery  fields,  Bangor,  CAERNARON  on  3 1st 1  Dec.  was  the  only  accepted  record. 

REED  BUNTING  Emberiza  schoeniclus  BRAS  Y  CYRS 

(C)  A  fairly  common  resident  breeding  species,  mainly  in  waterside  habitats;  evidence  of  a 
small  autumn  emigration.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Peak  counts  in  first  winter  period  included  25  at  NWR,  GWENT  on  6th  Jan.,  19  at  Blaencaerau 
farm,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  12th  Jan.,  20  at  Oxwich,  GOWER  on  17th  Dec.,  32  near  Simpson 
Cross,  PEMBROKE  on  22nd  Jan.  and  30  at  Glasbury,  RADNOR  on  19th  Jan. 

Breeding  widely  reported  as  in  GWENT  where  bred  at  8  sites,  7  being  upland  ones;  44  pairs 
recorded  at  NWR.  In  BRECON  54  pairs  or  singing  males  were  reported,  12  around  part  of 
Llangorse  Lake.  On  the  Migneint,  MEIRIONNYDD  20  singing  male  were  noted  in  the 
breeding  season.  Breeding  confirmed  at  2  sites  near  Llyn  Eigiau,  CAERNARFON  (singing 
males  at  many  other  sites)  and  on  ANGLESEY  23  singing  males  were  recorded  on  a  transect 
on  Malltraeth  RSPB  Reserve.  Bred  at  2  of  18  sites  where  recorded  in  FLINT. 

Peak  count  in  second  winter  period  included  25  at  Mathem  Pill,  GWENT  on  6th  Dec.,  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN  32  between  Hurling  Fields  and  Maesteg  on  19th  Nov.  and  20  at  Ty’n-y-Caeau 
Farm  on  30th  Nov.  &  19th  Dec.,  in  PEMBROKE  20  on  the  Teifi  marshes  on  1 1th  Oct.  and  at 
Longhouse  Farm,  Abercastle  on  31st  Dec. 

BLACKPOLL  WARBLER  Dendroica  striata  TELOR  TINWEN 

(A)  A  very  rare  vagrant. 

The  third  Welsh  record  was  of  a  female  /  immature  at  Marloes  Mere,  PEMBROKE  on  7th  Oct. 
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A  report  on  bird  ringing  in  wales  during  2008 

PETER  HOWLETT  National  Museum  Wales,  Cathay s  Park 

Cardiff.  CF10  3NP 

INTRODUCTION 

This  is  the  21st  annual  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales.  A  total  of  26,666  full  grown  birds  were 
ringed  in  Wales  in  2008,  the  highest  total  since  1996  and  would  appear  to  represent  good 
survival  over  the  winter  of  2007-08  and  a  reasonable  breeding  season  for  many  species.  The 
pulli  total,  at  14,350,  drops  back  again  for  the  second  year  in  a  row,  although  the  total  is  still  the 
third  highest  in  the  2000s.  Many  residents  and  early-arriving  migrants  were  no  doubt  helped  by 
the  relatively  dry  and  mild  first  half  of  the  year  which  would  have  enabled  early  broods  to  be 
raised.  Unfortunately  the  summer,  particularly  July-September,  followed  2007  and  saw  well 
above  average  rainfall,  although  given  the  above  average  totals  for  many  species  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  affected  juvenile  survival  that  much. 


METHOD  OF  ENQUIRY  AND  RESPONSE 

Over  the  past  few  years  the  BTO  has  put  considerable  effort  into  getting  ringers  to  submit  their 
ringing  data  electronically.  All  newly-qualified  ringers  have  been  required  to  do  so  for  some 
time  as  a  condition  of  their  permit  and  the  majority  of  existing  ringers  have  also  gone  over  to 
electronic  data  submission.  This  means  that  for  the  first  time  the  BTO  were  able  to  supply 
electronic  totals  for  this  report  which  covered  all  bar  a  handful  of  ringers  who  operated  in 
Wales  in  2008,  letters  sent  in  the  traditional  way  covered  a  further  two  ringers  who  still  submit 
paper  totals.  Totals  for  2007  were  also  requested  and  the  2007  totals  in  Table  1  have  been 
updated  from  those  published  last  year. 

It  is  interesting  to  see  the  variety  of  ringers  based  in  England  who  visit  Wales  to  ring.  The  list 
from  the  BTO  revealed  a  total  of  57  individual  ringers  or  ringing  partnerships  and  1 1  ringing 
groups  operating  in  Wales.  The  totals  of  about  15  of  these  have  not  appeared  in  this  report 
before.  Most  of  the  totals  were  modest,  less  than  50  birds  but  several  were  into  the  hundreds 
and  together  increased  the  2007  adult  total  by  around  2,800  birds  and  the  pulli  total  by  1,500.  It 
is  hoped  that  this  arrangement  will  be  continued  in  the  future.  The  one  disadvantage  of 
receiving  the  totals  from  the  BTO  is  the  loss  of  detail  from  not  getting  individual  totals,  it 
becomes  impossible  to  see  if  a  particular  ringer  has  been  targeting  species  or  whether  numbers 
are  high  across  the  board 

Unfortunately  the  recoveries  of  ringed  birds  cannot  be  obtained  in  this  way  and  in  mid-2008  an 
email  or  letter  was  sent  to  all  ringers  for  whom  contact  details  are  available  asking  for  details  of 
any  recoveries  or  controls  they  may  have  received  from  the  BTO.  The  Ringing  Report 
produced  by  the  BTO  and  published  in  Ringing  &  Migration  is  also  another  source  of 
recoveries,  particularly  those  found  by  the  public. 
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THE  RINGING  TOTALS 

As  already  stated  the  total  for  adults  in  2008  saw  a  healthy  increase  over  2007  and  is  in  fact  the 
best  total  since  1996.  Many  of  the  totals  for  common  species  are  well  above  average  with 
several  records  set,  such  as  Dunnock  (605),  Long-tailed  Tit  (715),  Coal  Tit  (528),  Nuthatch 
(109)  and  Siskin  (911).  Cetti’s  Warbler  notched  up  another  increase,  although  expansion 
appears  to  be  slowing.  The  Siskin  total  is  remarkable  in  terms  of  this  report  as  it  is  a  third 
higher  than  the  previous  best  year  (689  in  2006)  and  almost  double  other  good  years  (566  in 
1993  and  592  in  2003),  the  mean  annual  catch  for  1988-2007  is  just  330.  These  high  numbers 
were  not  just  associated  with  Wales,  the  Siskin  total  for  the  whole  of  the  UK  was  135%  higher 
than  the  mean  for  2003-2007.  High  numbers  of  Siskin  are  usually  associated  with  years  when 
there  are  very  few  cones  on  trees,  so  it  can  only  be  assumed  that  there  were  very  few  cones 
anywhere  for  so  many  birds  to  have  invaded  gardens.  High  Coal  Tit  numbers  were  also  seen 
across  the  UK  with  the  2008  total  being  35%  above  the  mean  for  2003-2007.  The  high  Long¬ 
tailed  Tit  total  is  perhaps  not  too  surprising  as  they  were  incredibly  abundant  over  the  2008-09 
winter,  large  parties  were  very  obvious  in  parks  and  gardens  across  Wales.  Other  common 
species  with  healthy  totals  included  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  (84),  Blackbird  (774),  Blackcap 
(766),  Chiffchaff  (1,301),  Goldcrest  (1,537),  Great  Tit  (1,380)  and  Treecreeper  (59).  This  is  a 
spectacular  rebound  for  Goldcrest  when  compared  with  the  paltry  480  ringed  in  2007  and  is  in 
fact  the  fourth  best  year  and  is  a  good  example  of  how  quickly  some  species  can  bounce  back 
when  conditions  are  right. 

There  are  also  record  totals  for  a  few  species  which  have  come  about  through  targeted  ringing. 
The  231  Woodcock  is  a  good  example  (there  were  only  330  ringed  in  the  UK  in  2008),  this  is 
the  result  of  a  new  study  in  south  and  west  Wales  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  what 
recoveries  are  generated  from  this  effort.  Elsewhere  on  the  wader  front  good  cannon-net 
catches  were  made  for  Oystercatcher,  where  986  is  the  second  highest  total,  the  165  Knot  is  the 
best  catch  of  this  species  in  Wales  (as  far  as  this  report  is  concerned)  and  225  Turnstone  is  the 
second  biggest  catch.  The  95  Rock  Pipits  are  the  result  of  an  intensive  colour-ringing 
programme  on  Bardsey.  The  aim  is  monitor  the  passage  of  northerly  populations  passing 
through  the  island.  House  Martins  can  be  easy  to  ring  in  substantial  numbers  in  the  autumn  by 
using  a  tape  lure,  the  result  this  year  was  246  -  the  first  time  since  1993  that  a  good  number 
have  been  ringed. 

Once  again  a  few  sites  in  Wales  were  run  as  winter  feeding  stations,  either  through 
supplementary  feeding  with  grain  or  by  the  planting  of  crops  to  provide  seed  through  the 
winter.  The  results  of  this  can  be  seen  in  the  high  totals  for  Chaffinch  (1,183),  Goldfinch  (643), 
Linnet  (156  -  a  new  record),  Yellowhammer  (73)  and  Reed  Bunting  (339). 

There  was  one  new  species  added  to  the  list  -  Mandarin.  Although  a  naturalised  alien  species 
there  have  been  interesting  movements  from  birds  ringed  elsewhere  in  the  UK,  including  one 
bird  ringed  in  the  south-east  recovered  in  southern  Prance.  2008  was  also  a  fairly  good  year  for 
scarce  migrants  with  the  second  Paddyfield  Warbler  for  Wales  caught  on  Bardsey  and  a 
scattering  of  other  species  such  as  Nightingale,  Marsh,  Melodious  and  Subalpine  Warblers,  and 
Red-backed  Shrike.  Bearded  Tits  appear  on  the  list  for  only  the  third  year  with  four  ringed  at 
Goldcliff.  Pirecrest  are  also  back  to  more  usual  numbers  after  last  year’s  bumper  crop. 

Looking  at  the  pullus  totals  there  were  three  records  set  this  year.  Little  Egret  continued  its 
expansion  with  25  chicks  ringed  while  Red  Kite  continue  to  thrive  with  232  ringed.  Nuthatch 
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enjoyed  their  best  year  since  this  report  started  with  245  ringed,  almost  double  the  previous  best 
year.  It  is  perhaps  surprising  there  have  not  been  more  birds  using  nestboxes  (where  all  the pulli 
are  ringed)  in  the  last  few  years  as  the  Breeding  Bird  Survey  has  suggested  the  population  has 
increased  significantly  in  recent  years.  Barn  Owls  had  another  bumper  year  with  205  ringed, 
this  is  down  slightly  on  last  year  but  still  well  up  on  most  years. 

On  the  negative  side  there  were  several  notably  low  totals.  Perhaps  the  starkest  is  that  only  8 1 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were  ringed.  Of  the  sites  where  this  species  is  ringed  the  most 
worrying  news  comes  from  Bardsey  where  only  28  fledged  young  were  counted  and  only  two 
were  ringed.  The  population  has  been  very  variable  in  recent  years  but  this  is  the  worst  by  some 
margin.  This  decrease  was  not  restricted  to  the  gulls  on  Bardsey,  Guillemot  and  Razorbill  had 
terrible  seasons  too  (although  monitoring  of  these  two  species  on  Skomer  showed  good 
productivity).  In  contrast  the  gull  count  on  Flatholm  revealed  the  highest  number  of  pairs  but 
ringers  were  unable  to  visit  the  island  at  the  right  time  to  ring  any  young. 

RINGING  PROJECTS 

As  mentioned  new  projects  were  started  looking  at  Woodcock  in  south  and  west  Wales  and 
colour-ringing  rock  Pipits  on  Bardsey.  Other  projects  such  as  those  for  Swallow  and  Tree 
Sparrow  pulli  continued  as  evident  by  the  continued  high  totals  for  these  species. 

Advances  in  GPS  and  other  forms  of  tracking  technology  have  seen  some  impressive  results 
from  the  long-term  seabird  projects  run  on  Skomer.  Geolocator  devices  attached  to  the  rings  on 
Manx  Shearwaters  gave  a  fascinating  insight  into  scale  of  the  journeys  undertaken  by  this 
species.  Tracking  showed  the  birds  taking  a  route  south  down  the  eastern  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
wintering  predominantly  on  the  Patagonian  shelf  off  the  coast  of  Argentina  and  then  returning 
north  on  the  western  side  of  the  Atlantic  and  more  or  less  following  the  Gulf  Stream  back  to 
Skomer. 

Another  project  undertaken  saw  the  birds  fitted  with  tiny  GPS  trackers  so  their  foraging 
movements  could  be  tracked.  Research  in  the  past,  based  on  observations  and  ringing 
recoveries,  suggested  the  birds  foraged  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  This  new  research  has  shown  they 
do  something  very  different.  Instead  of  flying  south  they  fly  north  and  forage  almost 
exclusively  within  the  Irish  Sea.  As  the  Irish  Sea  colonies  are  home  to  almost  three-quarters  of 
the  world’s  population  of  Manx  Shearwaters  this  could  have  major  implications  for  how  the 
Irish  Sea  is  treated  in  future. 
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SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

As  is  customary  in  this  report  the  usual  plea  goes  out  for  non-ringers  to  let  me  know  of  any 
recoveries  they  find  (obviously  informing  the  BTO  first!),  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  out  about 
interesting  recoveries  found  by  the  general  public  and  the  BTO’s  own  ringing  report  selects 
only  those  of  interest  in  the  UK  not  necessarily  those  that  may  be  of  interest  in  Wales. 

The  recoveries  are  arranged  by  species,  with  ringing  details  on  the  first  line  and  recovery 
details  on  the  second.  The  symbols  and  conventions  used  are  outlined  below;  age  is  given 
according  to  the  Euring  code,  the  figures  DO  NOT  represent  years.  Scientific  names  are  given 
in  the  main  systematic  list. 


Age  when  ringed 

1  pullus  (=  nestling  or  chick) 

2  fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 

3  hatched  during  calendar  year  of  ringing 

4  hatched  before  calendar  year  of  ringing  but  exact 
year  unknown 

5  hatched  during  previous  calendar  year  fresh 

6  hatched  before  previous  calendar  year  but  exact 
year  unknown 

7  definitely  hatched  2  years  before  year  of  ringing  ring 

8  hatched  more  than  2  calendar  years  before  year 
of  ringing 


Manner  of  recovery 


X 

XF 

XL 

+ 

+F 

I 

SR 

V 

vv 

R 


found  dead 

found  freshly  dead  or  dying 

found  dead  (not  recent) 

shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man 

shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man- 

found  sick  or  injured-not  released 

found  sick  or  injured-released  with 

alive  and  probably  healthy,  caught 

and  released  not  by  a  ringer 

as  V  but  sighting  in  field  (includes 

colour  mark  records) 

caught  and  released  by  ringer 


Sex 

B  as  R  -  breeding 

M  =  male,  F  = 

female 

RR  as  VV  but  by  a  ringer 

BB  as  RR  -  nesting 

Greylag  Goose 

5231117 

3J 

25.06.07 

Llanwern,  Gwent 

B6T 

VV 

19.04.08 

Warren  Farm,  Brean,  Somerset 

VV 

08.06.08 

Hogganfield  Loch,  Glasgow 

480km  NW  348  days 

5231118 

3J 

25.06.07 

Llanwem,  Gwent 

VV 

24.09.07 

Roath  Park  Lake,  Cardiff 

VV 

17.05.08 

Wellington  Gravel  Pits,  Herefordshire 

+F 

12.1 1.08 

Hamton  Lucy,  Stratford-upon-Avon,  Warwickshire 

114km  NE  506  days 

5231183 

3J 

25.06.07 

Llanwem,  Gwent 

A6H 

VV 

06.03.08 

Lisvane  Reservoir,  Cardiff 

VV 

05.1 1.08 

Martin  Mere,  Lancashire 

228km  N  499  days 

The  ringing  and  colour-ringing  of  the  Greylag  Geese  breeding  at  Llanwem  has  shown  they  are  rather  more 

mobile  than  might  be  expected. 

Canada  Goose 

5252520 

4 

02.07.06 

Llangorse  Lake,  Brecon 

+ 

09.08.08 

Dunstall,  Burton-on-Trent,  Staffordshire. 

142km  NE  769  days 

5252596 

4 

02.07.06 

Llangorse  Lake,  Brecon 

VV 

19.07.08 

Pine  Lake,  Carnforth,  Lancashire. 

249km  N  748  days 

The  two  most  distant  movements  of  Llangorse  birds  reported  during  the  year. 
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Manx  Shearwater 


FBI  7926 

4 

09.08.04 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfon 

R 

06.07.08 

Hallival,  Rhum,  Highland 

480km  NNW  1427  days 

FBI  9676 

3 

09.09.05 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfon 

X 

01.03.08 

San  Antonio  Este,  Rio  Negro,  Argentina 
11,947km  SW  904  days 

The  seas  off  Rio  Negro  are  the  main  wintering  area  for  the  Manx  Shearwater. 

Gannet 

1266868 

1 

29.06.89 

Great  Saltee,  Wexford,  Ireland 

X 

15.06.08 

Freshwater  West,  Pembrokeshire 

123km  ESE  6926  days 

Although  not  near  the  record  for  Gannet  this 

is  still  an  old  bird. 

Cormorant 

5073736 

1 

17.06.79 

Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  Caernarfon 

XL 

15.08.06 

Sam  Bach,  Abersoch,  Caernarfon 

12km  E  27  yrs  59  days 

5250025 

1 

24.06.06 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey 

vv 

28.09.06 

Seaforth  Nature  Reserve,  Merseyside 

vv 

03.09.08 

Seaforth  Nature  Reserve,  Merseyside 

vv 

29.09.08 

Seaforth  Nature  Reserve,  Merseyside 

68km  NE  828  days 

5250077 

1 

23.06.07 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey 

vv 

10.06.08 

Amble  Marshes,  Camel  Estuary,  Cornwall 
315km  S  353  days 

5250254 

1 

23.06.07 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey 

vv 

25.02.08 

Port  de  La  Turballe,  Loire  Atlantique,  France 
674km  S  247  days 

5250304 

1 

02.07.08 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey 

vv 

15.08.08 

Brook  Farm,  Burwell,  Lincolnshire 

271km  E  44  days 

5250458 

1 

02.07.08 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey 

X 

02.1 1.08 

Plage  de  St  Pierre,  Morbihan,  France 

644km  S  123  days 

The  first  bird  appears  to  be  a  new  longevity  record  for  the  BTO  ringing  scheme.  The  other  records  are  a 
selection  from  the  many  Puffin  Island  recoveries  and  indicate  the  wide  variation  in  dispersal  by  juvenile 
birds. 

Shag 
1200742 


1200943 


1029607 


1306776 


1426618 


1 

22.06.85 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey 

X 

13.07.08 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey 

0km  23y  2 1  days 

1 

22.06.86 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey 

X 

01.12.08 

Red  Wharf  Bay,  Anglesey 

1 0km  W  22y  1 68  days 

1 

21.06.97 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey 

R 

10.04.08 

Calf  of  Man,  Isle  of  Man 

97km  NW  lOy  296  days 

1 

28.05.93 

Site  Confidential,  Isle  of  Anglesey 

X 

20.04.08 

Llwyngwril  Near  Towyn,  Meirionnydd 
61km  SSE  14  yrs  328  days 

1 

07.06.08 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey 
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VV 

26.10.08 

Heysham  Harbour,  Heysham,  Lancashire 
109km  NE  141  days 

1430362 

1 

10.06.08 

Midland  Island,  Pembrokeshire 

X 

21.08.08 

Queenborough,  Kent 

417km  E  72  days 

A  good  selection  of  recoveries  this  year  including  some  of  a  good  age.  The  last  two  have  dispersed  slightly 
further  than  is  normally  the  case  for  this  species. 


Spoonbill 

259289 


1 

10.06.06 

Oland,  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany 

VV 

23.07.06 

Hauke-Haien-Koog,  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany 

VV 

04.11.06 

Oed  Tamri,  Morocco 

VV 

29.09.07 

Rio  Guadalhorce,  Malaga,  Spain 

VV 

26.05.08 

Llanelli  WWT,  Carmarthenshire 

947km  NE  717  days 

A  good  example  of  the  value  of  the  numbered  'darvic’  rings  now  put  on  birds  as  well  as  the  metal  ring. 
Without  this  ring  the  wanderings  of  this  bird  would  have  gone  unrecorded. 


Little  Egret 
GC31914 

1 

08.06.08 

Site  confidential,  Gwent 

VV 

17.01.09 

Dunster  Hawn,  Somerset 
c.  60km  223  days 

GC31922 

1 

23.06.08 

Site  confidential,  Gwent 

VV 

19.08.08 

Calvert,  Buckinghamshire 
c.  1 30km  57  days 

Two  examples  of  juvenile  dispersal  from 

the  Gwent  colony. 

Buzzard 

GN88634 

1 

09.06.05 

Wynn  Hall,  Denbighshire 

R 

06.01.08 

Brimstage,  Wirral 

39km  N  941  days 

Buzzards  are  usually  very  sedentary  so  even  a  movement  of  39km  is  noteworthy 

Sparrowhawk 

ER88227 

3F 

1 1.09.95 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfon 

X 

29.10.07 

Rhoshirwaen,  Caernarfon 

13km  NNE  12  yrs  49  days 

A  good  age  for  a  Sparrowhawk. 

Hen  Harrier 
FC92226 

1 

21.07.06 

Site  confidential,  Denbighshire 

X 

28.07.07 

Middle  Knoll,  nr  Dunsop  Bridge,  1 

124km  NE  372  days 

Although  only  one  year  old  this  bird  would  have  been  breeding,  or  attempting  to  breed  and  the  area  where 
it  was  recovered  has  a  high  number  of  breeding  pairs  (50%  of  the  Hen  Harriers  fledged  in  the  UK  in  2008 
were  in  this  area).  It  is  unusual  for  a  Hen  Harrier  to  move  this  far  from  its  natal  area. 


Peregrine 

GH65743 


1M 

X 


16.05.89 

16.04.08 


A  new  longevity  record  for  this  species. 


site  confidential,  Gwent 
Cheddar  Gorge,  Somerset. 
55km  SSE  6908  days 
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Oystercatcher 

570620 

1 

27.06.06 

Akureyrarflugvollur,  Iceland 

R 

27.09.08 

Llanfairfechan,  Caernarfon 

1588km  SE  823  days 

FA44675 

6 

24.01.93 

Ogwen  Estuary,  Caernarfon 

V 

16.04.08 

Thorshavn,  Faeroes 

991km  N  15y54days 

FA72378 

8 

14.09.96 

Ogwen  Estuary,  Caernarfon 

VV 

21.06.08 

Reservaat  Balgzandpolder,  Den  Fielder,  Netherlands 

596km  E  1 1  y  275  days 

FA72379 

8 

14.09.96 

Ogwen  Estuary,  Caernarfon 

VV 

16.06.07 

Reservaat  Balgzandpolder,  Den  Fielder,  Netherlands 

596km  E  lOy  270  days 

FC78722 

1 

14.06.96 

Y esnaby,  Orkney 

=  FH 14527 

R 

27.09.08 

Llanfairfechan,  Caernarfon 

642km  S  12y  105  days 

FP88209 

1 

01.06.06 

Aberarder,  Highland 

R 

30.1 1.08 

Wig,  near  Bangor,  Caernarfon 

453km  S  91 3  days 

A  selection  from  the  many  recoveries  SCAN  ringing  group  receive  each  year  for  this  species.  Birds  from 
the  low  countries  are  common  on  the  east  and  south  coasts  of  England  hut  there  are  very  few  records  of 
movements  between  Wales  and  the  Netherlands,  despite  thousands  of  birds  having  been  ringed  in  Wales. 

Dunlin 

NT72733 

5 

29.01.05 

Tre-Castell,  Beaumaris,  Anglesey 

R 

01.08.08 

Ujscie  Wisly,  Gdansk-Swibno,  Poland 

1515km  E  1280  days 

A  fairly  typical  eastward  movement  for  this  species. 

Greenshank 

2 

10.09.07 

Goulven  Bay,  Plouneour-trez,  Brittany,  France 

VV 

10.1 1.07 

Goulven  Bay,  Plouneour-trez,  Brittany,  France 

VV 

27.04.08 

Llanelli  WWT,  Carmarthenshire 

335km  S  230  days 

Another  example  of  colour-ringing  at  work. 

Black-tailed  Godwit 

GO/WR 

1 

08.07.07 

Klukkufell,  NE  of  Reykholar,  Iceland 

VV 

1 1.01.08 

Gortnorabeey,  nr  Crossmolina,  Co  Mayo,  Ireland 

VV 

03.09.08 

Llanelli  WWT,  Carmarthenshire 

VV 

20.10.08 

Ballyallia  Lake,  Co  Clare,  Ireland 

VV 

04.11.08 

Shannon  Harbour,  Co  Offaly,  Ireland 

VV 

07.12.08 

Penclawdd,  Glamorgan 

VV 

17.12.08 

Burry  Inlet,  Glamorgan 

1845km  NNW  528  days 

Without  the  colour-ring  sightings  it  might  be  assumed  that  after  departing  Iceland  the  bird  made  a  direct 

flight  to  its  wintering  area 

-  although  that  could  be  hard  to  define  as  birds  seem  to  be  quite  willing  to  move 

around  between  estuaries 

even  in  the  middle  of  winter. 

Curlew 

SS48720 

4 

21.10.68 

Point  of  Ayr,  Flint 

FS40876 

R 

17.1 1.74 

Point  of  Ayr,  Flint  (re-ringed) 

X 

26.01.08 

Gronant  Dunes,  Flint 

4km  W  39  yrs  106  days 
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A  staggering  age  for  a  Curlew  (or  any  bird  really),  beating  the  previous  record  by  8  years. 
Turnstone 


XS24695 

4 

12.12.82 

Rhos-on-Sea,  Denbighshire 

XF 

01.04.05 

Templetown,  Louth,  Ireland 

177km  NW  22y  110  days 

A  new  longevity  record  for  this  species  for  the  BTO  ringing  scheme. 

Black-headed  Gull 

EK73349 

1 

27.06.86 

Brechfa  Pool,  Llyswen,  Brecon 

X 

15.05.07 

Llyswen,  Brecon 

3km  NE  7627  days 

A  good  age  for  a  Black-headed  Gull,  althou 

gh  still  some  way  off  the  oldest. 

Mediterranean  Gull 

5346655 

1 

17.06.06 

Pionierinsel  Ltihe,  Landkreis  Stade,  Niedersachsen,  Germany 

AALZ 

vv 

24.02.07 

Northam  Burrows,  North  Devon 

vv 

19.02.08 

Blackpill,  Swansea,  Glamorgan 

942km  ENE  612  days 

E909651 

8 

19.05.05 

Zandvlietsluis,  Antwerpen,  Belgium 

3E40 

VV 

03.08.05 

Porthcawl,  Glamorgan 

vv 

05.11.05 

Bracelet  Bay,  Mumbles,  Swansea,  Glamorgan 

vv 

09.02.06 

Porthcawl,  Glamorgan 

vv 

03.04.06 

Zandvlietsluis,  Antwerpen,  Belgium 

vv 

04.05.06 

Volkerakmeer,  Zuid-Holland,  Netherlands 

vv 

21.08.06 

Porthcawl,  Glamorgan 

vv 

12.02.07 

Porthcawl,  Glamorgan 

vv 

14.03.07 

Zandvlietsluis,  Antwerpen,  Belgium 

vv 

29.07.07 

Porthcawl,  Glamorgan 

vv 

21.02.08 

Porthcawl,  Glamorgan 

vv 

07.03.08 

Zandvlietsluis,  Antwerpen,  Belgium 

vv 

02.07.08 

Blackpill,  Glamorgan 

575km  E  1140  days 

E901573 

8 

19.05.04 

Zandvlietsluis,  Antwerpen,  Belgium 

vv 

13.06.05 

Llanelli  WWT,  Carmarthenshire 

vv 

13.06.06 

Rye  Harbour,  Sussex 

vv 

18.06.06 

Llanelli,  WWT,  Carmarthenshire 

vv 

17.06.08 

Noordelijk  Insteekdok,  Oost-Vlaanderen,  Belgium 

vv 

25.06.08 

Llanelli  WWT,  Carmarthenshire 

vv 

04.07.08 

Llanelli  WWT,  Carmarthenshire 

585km  E  1507  days 

FS57521 

8 

03.06.06 

Le  Pont  d’Ardres,  Pas  de  Calais,  France 

vv 

23.02.07 

Beauport,  Paimpol,  France 

vv 

28.03.07 

Zandvlietsluis,  Antwerpen,  Belgium 

vv 

10.08.07 

Pinkson  Creek,  Camel  Estuary,  Cornwall 

vv 

30.03.08 

Oye  Plage,  Les  Huttes  d'Oye,  Pas-de-Calais,  France 

✓ 

vv 

02.07.08 

Llanelli  WWT,  Carmarthenshire 

435km  ESE  733  days 

A  selection  of  the  colour- 

-ring  sightings  reported  during  the  year. 

Common  Gull 

5164167 

8 

12.04.04 

Korsvik,  Kristiansand,  Norway 

RR 

19.02.08 

Blackpill,  Swansea,  Glamorgan 

1057km  SW  1408  days 
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This  species  does  not  feature  very  often  in  this  report  and  is  another  colour-ring  sighting.  It  gives  an 
indication  as  to  where  some  of  the  Common  Gulls  we  see  in  winter  might  come  from. 

Herring  Gull 

GA31336  1  30.06.01  Caldey  Island,  Tenby,  Pembrokeshire 

VV  31.07.08  Berlevag,  Finnmark,  Norway  70°  51'N  29°  05’E 

2726km"  NNE  2588  days 

There  are  relatively  few  records  of  British-bred  birds  moving  outside  the  UK  and  this  may  well  be  the  first 
record  of  one  to  Norway  -  a  very  extreme  one  too  as  Berlevag  is  right  at  the  very  north  of  Norw  ay. 


Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

FP9693 1 

1 

02.07.05 

Flat  Holm,  Glamorgan 

VV 

17.10.06 

Gloucester  landfill  site,  Gloucestershire 

VV 

20.10.06 

Gloucester  landfill  site,  Gloucestershire 

VV 

04.10.07 

Barry,  Vale  of  Glamorgan 

VV 

17.04.08 

Gloucester  landfill  site,  Gloucestershire 

VV 

17.1 1.08 

Gloucester  landfill  site,  Gloucestershire 

VV 

18.11.08 

Stoke  Orchard  landfill,  Gloucestershire 

VV 

19.11.08 

Sol  Grundon,  Gloucestershire 

94km  NE  1236  days 

GF91178 

1 

28.06.98 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd 

VV 

20.03.00 

Laguna  de  Jeli,  Cadiz,  Spain 

VV 

16.09.03 

Medina  Sidonia,  Cadiz,  Spain 

VV 

26.11.07 

Medina  Sidonia,  Cadiz,  Spain 

1831km  S  3438  days 

GF91244 

1 

30.06.01 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd 

VV 

11,11.05 

Figueira  da  Foz,  Beira  Litoral  Portugal 

VV 

06.1 1.01 

Matosinhos,  Douro  Litoral,  Portugal 

VV 

08.10.02 

Praia  de  Mira,  Beira  Litoral,  Portugal 

VV 

14.10.02 

Matosinhos,  Douro  Litoral,  Portugal 

VV 

15.1 1.04 

Figueira  da  Foz,  Beira  Litoral,  Portugal 

VV 

16.1 1.04 

Figueira  da  Foz,  Beira  Litoral,  Portugal 

VV 

09.1 1.07 

Figueira  da  Foz,  Beira  Litoral,  Portugal 

1465km  SSW  2323  days. 

There  are  now  quite  a  few  people  who  special 

ise  in  looking  for  colour-ringed  gulls  at  landfill  sites  and 

other  well  known  stop-over  sites.  In  some  cases  birds  are  seen  multiple  times,  as  in  the  case  of  one  Flat 

Holm  bird  which  has  now 

been  sighted  52  times  in  the  space  of  eight  years. 

Kittiwake 

FX 18041 

1 

04.07.06 

Plogoff,  Cap  Sizun,  Finistere,  France 

RR 

29.08.07 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfon 

525km  N  42 1  days 

Quite  a  long-distance  switch  of  colonies  here. 

Common  Tern 
SR42836 

1 

25.06.06 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Flint 

R 

24.09.08 

Parque  Natural  Bahia  de  Cadiz,  Cadiz,  Spain 

1876km  S  822  days 

SR50416 

1 

23.07.06 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Flint 

R 

01.04.08 

La  Somone,  Senegal 

4481km  SSW  618  days 

SR50597 

1 

24.06.07 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Flint 

R 

03.04.08 

La  Somone,  Senegal 

4481km  SSW  284  days 

SR50924 

1 

01.07.07 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Flint 
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R 

05.04.08 

La  Somone,  Senegal 

4481km  SSW  279  days 

SR51813 

1 

04.07.06 

Site  Confidential,  Isle  of  Anglesey 

R 

05.04.08 

La  Somone,  Senegal 

4445km  SSW  641  days 

SV12301 

1 

10.07.99 

Site  Confidential,  Isle  of  Anglesey 

R 

29.03.08 

La  Somone,  Senegal,  Senegal 

4445km  SSW  3185  days 

A  good  selection  of  sightings  from  this  species’  wintering  grounds  off  west  Africa. 

Razorbill 

K20674 

1 

23.06.07 

Puffin  Island,  Caernarfon 

XF 

29.01.08 

Puerto  de  la  Media  Luna,  Mijas,  Malaga,  Spain 

1 864km  S  220  days 

This  is  one  of  the  most  southerly  movements  recorded  for  a  Puffin  Island  Razorbill. 

Bam  Owl 
FH13125 

1 

06.07.07 

Site  confidential  near  Rhiw,  Gwynedd 

XF 

05.03.08 

Llangoed,  Caernarfon 

64  km  NNE  243  days 

GC12728 

1 

14.07.07 

Llangollen,  Denbighshire 

X 

03.04.08 

Malltraeth,  Anglesey 

68km  W 

GC 12729 

1 

14.07.07 

Llangollen,  Denbighshire 

X 

31.01.08 

Langford,  Bedfordshire 

235km  SE 

Most  juvenile  Barn  Owls  disperse  less  than  50km  from  their  natal  area  ( Wernham  et  al  2002).  Sadly  for 
these  birds  wanderlust  ended  in  their  deaths.  The  first  drowned  in  a  water  butt.  The  other  two  were  road 

casualties,  amazi 

ingly  both  were  from  the  same  brood. 

Nightjar 

XN46692 

3F 

21.08.08 

Abercarn,  Gwent 

XF 

16.09.08 

Saugnac,  Candresse,  France 

898km  S  26  days 

This  is  only  the  15th  international  recovery 

of  this  species  for  the  BTO  ringing  scheme. 

Sand  Martin 
CC0546 

3 

27.08.03 

Las  Minas,  San  Martin  de  la  Vega,  Madrid,  SPAIN. 

R 

28.07.04 

Llangorse  Lake,  Brecon 

1299km  N  336  days 

As  always  it  is  interesting  to  get  recoveries 

of  birds  on  migration  to  see  which  routes  or  particular  areas  ; 

important  for  their  journey. 

Pied  Wagtail 
T798924 

4M 

13.08.08 

Brynmawr,  Gwent 

R 

24.08.08 

Abbotsbury  Swannery,  Dorset 

1 32km  SSE  1 1  days 

One  of  only  two 

recoveries 

exceeding  100km  within  the  UK  reported  during  2008. 

Dipper 

RT75199 

1 

29.04.06 

Gogin,  Newcastle,  Shropshire 

R 

05.12.08 

Tal-y-Bont,  Aberystwyth,  Ceredigion 

58km  W  951  days 

Another  largely  sedentary  species  for  which  a  movement  like  this  is  noteworthy. 
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Wheatear 


V682070 

3 

08.08.07 

Fair  Isle,  Shetland 

RR 

1 1.10.07 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfon 

779km  SSW  64  days 

A  student  in  Cardiff  is  undertaking  a  research  project  on  Fair  Isle  involving  colour-ringing  Wheatears.  This 
is  one  the  first  sightings  of  a  bird  away  from  Fair  Isle  on  its  way  to  west  Africa. 

Blackbird 

L294220 

4M 

25.10.07 

Vlieland  Barakkenkamp,  Vlieland,  Netherlands 

R 

09.12.07 

Rhos-on-Sea,  Denbighshire 

577km  W  45  days 

Many  of  the  Blackbirds  seen 

in  the  winter  have  origins  in  Scandinavia  or  eastern  Europe. 

Song  Thrush 
RW39632 

3 

07.10.07 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfon 

X 

02.12.07 

Baquio,  Vizcaya,  Spain 

1052km  S  56  days 

A  very  rapid  movement  south  and  shows  that  not  all  the  thrushes  passing  through  Bardsey  are  necessarily 

heading  towards  Ireland. 

Sedge  Warbler 
9967164 

3 

18.08.06 

Pepingen,  Vlaams,  Brabant,  BELGIUM 

R 

06.05.07 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Flint 

565km  WNW  261  days 

T676866 

4 

05.06.07 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfon 

R 

19.01.08 

Parc  National  de  Diawling  Mauritania 

3,692km  S  228  days 

V162807 

3 

24.08.07 

Llangorse  Lake,  Brecon 

R 

04.09.07 

Lytchett  Bay,  Poole  Harbour,  Dorset. 

158km  ESE  1 1  days 

V655511 

3 

24.07.07 

Llyn  Ystumllyn,  Meirionnydd 

R 

26.08.07 

Tour  aux  Moutons,  Donges,  Loire-Atlantique,  France 

641  km  SSE  33  days 

V655552 

3 

24.07.07 

Llyn  Ystumllyn,  Meirionnydd 

R 

08.08.07 

La  Mare,  Vauville,  Manche,  France 

401  km  SE  15  days 

V747090 

3 

14.08.07 

Llangorse  Lake,  Brecon 

R 

27.08.07 

Trunvel,  Treogat,  Finistere,  FRANCE. 

455km  S  13  days 

A  good  selection  of  recoveries  and  some  very 
some  birds  will  travel  before  heading  south. 

quick  movements.  It  is  also  interesting  to  see  how  far  east 

Reed  Warbler 
T523804 

3 

25.06.05 

Kilpaison  Marsh,  Castlemartin,  Pembrokeshire 

R 

03.08.08 

Paul  do  Taipal,  Figueira  da  Foz,  Portugal 

1305km  SSW  1135  days 

Garden  Warbler 
V251362 

3 

05.08.06 

Leighton  Moss,  Lancashire 

R 

11.08.08 

Cardiff  Wetland  Reserve,  Glamorgan 

303km  S  2  yrs  6  days 

It  is  interesting  to  see  how  quickly  birds  adapt  to  using  newly  created  habitat,  two  years  ago  there  would 
have  been  very  few  places  around  the  edge  of  Cardiff  Bay  for  a  Garden  Warbler  to  stop. 
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Chiffchaff 


094054 

3 

06.10.07 

Vilamoura,  Faro,  Portugal 

R 

05.05.08 

Kilpaison  Marsh,  Rhoscrowther,  Pembrokeshire 

1 ,640km  N  212  days 

It  is  probable  this  bird  was 

still  on  its  way  south  and  looking  at  a  crossing  of  the  Sahara  rather  than 

wintering  in  southern  Portugal. 

Pied  Flycateher 
N584270 

1 

12.06.01 

Penbedw,  near  Nannerch,  Clwyd 

R 

26.05.04 

Purlogue 

R 

20.05.06 

Purlogue 

R 

22.05.07 

Purlogue 

R 

07.06.08 

Purlogue,  near  Clun,  Shropshire 

90km  S  6  yrs  360  days 

V012750 

1 

10.06.06 

Flambister,  Flandrindod  Wells,  Radnorshire 

R 

25.05.07 

Feldom  Ranges,  North  Yorkshire 
c.  250km  NNE  343  days 

XI 13161 

1 

05.06.08 

Cwm  Clydach,  Glamorgan 

I 

27.10.08 

Senjay,  Ground  Cape  Mount  County,  Fiberia 

5002km  S  144  days 

We  still  know  very  little  about  where  this  species  winters.  XI 13161  is  the  first  recovery  of  a  British-ringed 

Pied  Flycatcher 

in  Fiberia  and  helps  shed 

light  on  possible  wintering  areas.  Many  Pied  Flycatchers  return  to 

breed  some  way  from  their  natal  area,  Powys  to  North  Yorkshire  is  a  bit  further  than  most  though.  N584270 
is  a  good  age  for  a  Pied  Flycatcher  (or  any  small  passerine  come  to  that),  it  is  only  a  couple  of  years  off  the 

oldest  known. 

Fong-tailed  Tit 
BRC154 

2 

09.09.06 

Pwllcrochan,  Pembrokeshire 

R 

20.07.08 

Ty  Rhyg,  Rosebush,  Pembrokeshire 

35km  NE  680  days 

Fong-tailed  Tits 

are  largely  sedentary  and 

a  movement  of ‘just’  35km  is  noteworthy. 

Siskin 

T2 15766 

5F 

26.01.08 

Flangynidr,  Crickhowell,  Brecon 

R 

22.04.08 

Bourne  Wood,  Fincolnshire 

217km  ENE  87  days 

T325818 

6F 

16.01.05 

Flangorse  Fake,  Brecon 

XF 

15.02.07 

Herrenhausen,  Hanover,  Germany 

903km  ESE  760  days 

V369169 

6F 

13.02.07 

nr  Ynys  Fer-las,  Gwynedd 

R 

24.03.08 

Whitestone,  Exeter,  Devon 

253  km  S  405  days 

V668819 

6F 

02.02.08 

Cockett,  Swansea,  Glamorgan 

R 

06.04.08 

Hameln,  Hanover,  Germany 

920km  E  64  days 

V796052 

3M 

08.09.07 

Greystoke  Forest,  Cumbria 

R 

1 1.03.08 

Flangynidr,  Crickhowell,  Brecon 

314km  S  185  days 

V957894 

5M 

10.02.08 

Theale,  Berkshire 

R 

09.03.08 

Crynant,  Neath,  Glamorgan 

1 87km  W  28  days 

A  good  crop  of  recoveries  from  the  vast  number  of  Siskin  ringed  in  2008  and  shows  that  at  least  a 
proportion  of  them  were  birds  from  central/eastern  Europe. 
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Lesser  Redpoll 


R 120629 

3.1 

06.08.06 

near  Bronbannog,  Clocaenog  Forest,  Clwyd 

R 

21.10.07 

Sandwich  Bay  Estate,  Kent 

385  km  ESE  441  days 

There  is  a  strong 

easterly  bias 

in  the  movements  of  British-bred  Lesser  Redpolls,  with  many  going  across  to 

the  Netherlands  and  Germany. 

Chaffinch 

R474973 

3 

29.07.07 

Ruperra  nr  Machen,  Caerphilly,  Glamorgan 

R 

24.05.08 

Badgers  Moor  Nr  Newcastle,  Shropshire 

96km  N  300  days 

The  Chaffinch  wintering  in  Wales  are  long-distance  migrants  but  British-bred  birds  are  very  sedentary  with 
the  vast  majority  moving  less  than  50km  from  their  natal  area. 

Hawfinch 

NW31516 

3M 

23.06.06 

Brierley,  Gloucestershire 

R 

23.04.07 

Higlnneadow  Woods,  Gwent 

R 

02.05.08 

Highmeadow  Woods,  Gwent 

10km  WSW  679  days 

Reed  Bunting 
P223593 

3 

03.08.07 

Cardiff  Wetland  Reserve,  Glamorgan 

R 

16.08.07 

Cardiff  Wetland  Reserve,  Glamorgan 

R 

17.10.08 

Ty'n-y-Caeau  Farm,  Marcross,  Vale  of  Glamorgan 

26km  WSW  414  days 

This  bird  had  moved  from  Cardiff  Bay  out  into  the  Vale  for  the  winter  and  was  visiting  the  feeding  station 
at  Ty’n-y-Caeau  Farm. 
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Table  1:  Systematic  list  of  birds  ringed  in  Wales  during  2007  and  2008 


2007  2008  2007  2008 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Mute  Swan 

36 

46 

26 

31 

Redshank 

306 

- 

252 

- 

Greylag  Goose 

32 

- 

27 

- 

Turnstone 

85 

- 

225 

- 

Canada  Goose 

251 

- 

261 

6 

Black-headed  Gull 

1 

- 

2 

1 

Barnacle  Goose 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Less.  B. -backed  Gull 

114 

351 

35 

81 

Shelduck 

3 

- 

18 

- 

Herring  Gull 

24 

547 

11 

206 

Mandarin 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Gt.  B-b  Gull 

- 

119 

- 

58 

Wigeon 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Kittiwake 

64 

150 

59 

37 

Teal 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Common  Tern 

- 

899 

- 

673 

Mallard 

4 

- 

- 

1 

Arctic  Tern 

- 

62 

- 

68 

Tufted  Duck 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Little  Tern 

- 

- 

- 

21 

Pintail 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Guillemot 

101 

442 

49 

442 

Fulmar 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Razorbill 

53 

351 

57 

210 

Manx  Shearwater 

878 

112 

1043 

209 

Puffin 

21 

86 

47 

91 

Storm  Petrel 

39 

- 

64 

- 

Stock  Dove 

2 

18 

2 

8 

Cormorant 

- 

469 

1 

410 

Woodpigeon 

12 

- 

15 

2 

Shag 

2 

346 

7 

413 

Collared  Dove 

5 

- 

9 

2 

Little  Egret 

- 

5 

- 

20 

Cuckoo 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Grey  Heron 

2 

- 

- 

3 

Bam  Owl 

19 

308 

24 

205 

Honey  Buzzard 

- 

6 

2 

4 

Tawny  Owl 

17 

35 

5 

18 

Red  Kite 

1 

195 

2 
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Short-eared  Owl 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Hen  Harrier 

- 

28 

- 

34 

Long-eared  Owl 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Goshawk 

2 

42 

- 

42 

Little  Owl 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Sparrowhawk 

23 

- 

17 

3 

Nightjar 

8 

- 

15 

1 

Buzzard 

8 

62 

4 

58 

Swift 

4 

- 

8 

2 

Osprey 

- 

2 

- 

3 

Kingfisher 

15 

- 

19 

5 

Kestrel 

3 

33 

2 

45 

Wryneck 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Merlin 

- 

8 

1 

4 

Gt  Sp.  Woodpecker 

92 

- 

84 

- 

Hobby 

- 

9 

- 

6 

Skylark 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Peregrine 

3 

17 

1 

26 

Sand  Martin 

29 

- 

63 

- 

Water  Rail 

6 

- 

2 

- 

Swallow 

838 

515 

210 

546 

Moorhen 

21 

- 

21 

- 

House  Martin 

9 

6 

246 

- 

Oystercatcher 

722 

13 

986 

1 1 

Rode  Pipit 

21 

- 

95 

- 

Ringed  Plover 

72 

- 

65 

2 

Tree  Pipit 

2 

- 

3 

8 

Lapwing 

- 

15 

5 

58 

Meadow  Pipit 

212 

5 

109 

20 

Knot 

18 

- 

165 

- 

Grey  Wagtail 

14 

74 

21 

81 

Sanderling 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Pied  Wagtail 

19 

22 

20 

38 

Purple  Sandpiper 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Dipper 

47 

139 

62 

280 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Wren 

564 

41 

563 

5 

Dunlin 

1056 

- 

468 

- 

Dunnock 

503 

7 

605 

1 

Ruff 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Robin 

912 

28 

746 

59 

Jack  Snipe 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Nightingale 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Snipe 

1 1 

- 

16 

- 

Red-Flanked  Bluetail 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Woodcock 

Black-tailed 

2 

- 

213 

- 

Black  Redstart 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Godwit 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Redstart 

17 

202 

31 

296 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Whinchat 

15 

159 

- 

164 

Whimbrel 

2 

- 

17 

- 

Stonechat 

27 

13 

26 

10 

Curlew 

74 

2 

92 

3 

Wheatear 

15 

8 

17 

56 
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2007 


2008 


2007  2008 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Ring  Ouzel 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Coal  Tit 

277 

32 

43 

Blackbird 

874 

52 

774 

46 

Blue  Tit 

2726 

2687 

2745 

1826 

Fieldfare 

3 

- 

2 

- 

Great  Tit 

1255 

1768 

1380 

1426 

Song  Thrush 

302 

24 

223 

26 

Nuthatch 

88 

200 

109 

245 

Redwing 

306 

- 

107 

- 

Treecreeper 

32 

- 

59 

- 

Mistle  Thrush 

9 

3 

6 

3 

Red-backed  Shrike 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Cetti's  Warbler 

91 

- 

94 

- 

Jay 

29 

- 

21 

- 

Grasshopper  W. 

15 

6 

33 

- 

Magpie 

12 

- 

12 

5 

Sedge  Warbler 

969 

3 

669 

5 

Chough 

3 

241 

13 

236 

Paddyfield 

Warbler 

1 

Jackdaw 

18 

57 

15 

61 

Reed  Warbler 

1085 

13 

1250 

14 

Rook 

4 

- 

4 

- 

Marsh  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Carrion  Crow 

2 

- 

3 

4 

Melodious 

Warbler 

1 

2 

Raven 

3 

19 

16 

Blackcap 

785 

5 

766 

1 

Starling 

112 

12 

181 

5 

Garden  Warbler 

92 

4 

98 

2 

House  Sparrow 

606 

214 

381 

172 

Barred  Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Tree  Sparrow 

15 

536 

9 

458 

Lesser 

Whitethroat 

26 

38 

Chaffinch 

1467 

7 

1183 

20 

Whitethroat 

229 

1 

218 

17 

Brambling 

17 

- 

33 

- 

Subalpine  Warbler 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Greenfinch 

1368 

- 

701 

- 

Yellow-browed 

Warbler 

7 

3 

Goldfinch 

890 

2 

643 

2 

Wood  Warbler 

8 

57 

3 

39 

Siskin 

451 

- 

911 

2 

Chiffchaff 

973 

13 

1301 

6 

Linnet 

212 

- 

156 

17 

Willow  Warbler 

1066 

7 

1203 

27 

Common  Redpoll 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Goldcrest 

480 

- 

1537 

- 

Lesser  Redpoll 

37 

1 

102 

- 

Firecrest 

18 

- 

6 

- 

Redpoll  sp. 

8 

- 

5 

- 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

50 

23 

30 

38 

Common  Rosefinch 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Pied  Flycatcher 

462 

3922 

408 

4309 

Bullfinch 

213 

5 

245 

- 

Bearded  Tit 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Hawfinch 

13 

- 

14 

- 

Long-tailed  Tit 

406 

- 

715 

- 

Yellowhammer 

40 

- 

73 

- 

Marsh  Tit 

19 

- 

21 

7 

Reed  Bunting 

309 

4 

339 

7 

Willow  Tit 

9 

- 

15 

- 

Totals 

25958 

15911 

26666 

14350 
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'Welsh  Birds'  is  the  journal  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  and  is  published  thrice 
annually,  in  June,  November  (Rarities  edition)  and  January  (Welsh  Bird  Report  and  the  Ringing 
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All  papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor  and  an  independent  referee.  Authors  should  follow 
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and  are  available  from  the  Editor  (address  inside  front  cover).  Papers  are  accepted  and 
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